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ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
ORDINARY MEETING 

 
Community Centre               Tuesday   Time:  7.00 p.m. 
Eldon             26th July 2022 
 
 
Present:  
 

Councillor John Gibson in the Chair 
 
Councillors Paul Henry, Diane Pennington and Toni Wallace. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

County Councillors Shirley Quinn and Samantha Townsend 
 
3 No. Local Residents and one resident of Shildon. 
 
D27/22  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Councillor Graham Scott (work commitments) and 
County Councillor Matt Johnson. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the absence of Councillor Scott be approved. 
 
D28/22  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington and Wallace declared interests in relation to 
Agenda Item 10 (Eldon Community Partnership). 
 
D29/22  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no applications. 
 
D30/22 MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 31st May 2022 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D31/22  PRESENTATION BY COUNTY COUNCIL WELLBEING DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICER 
 
The Council received a presentation from Durham County Council’s Wellbeing 
Development Officer about opportunities for local people to get more active through 
walking running and cycling, including the different types of walks available and 
information available on the “Walk Durham” website. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the presentation be noted and the officer be thanked for her attendance 
2. The Council consider advertising the County Council scheme on its website. 
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D32/22  ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
The Clerk reported that, unfortunately, the police had been unable to attend the 
meeting and he would attempt to obtain more recent crime data. He had, however, 
received feedback from a local officer about actions involving a local motorcyclist 
who had been identified as driving on the village green and been visited by the 
police. Reference was made to a statement by the County Council at a previous 
meeting of the Town and Villages Forum about the low levels of off-road motor bike 
and quad bike activity resulting in 101 telephone reports. The police officer had 
confirmed that, whilst such reports were low, this was in no way indicative of the 
actual activity which was regular and ongoing. The officer had described a recent 
pursuit in a police van of a motorcyclist who had easily been able to avoid being 
apprehended. Video footage of motor cyclists in Eldon captured by one of the Parish 
Councillors had also been sent to the police for investigation. 
 
At a recent Teams online meeting of the Dene Valley and Eldon Parish Council 
members of the Forum to discuss a joint ASB bid for a project financed from the 
Fund, it had been confirmed that motor bikes and quad bikes were a major problem 
in both Parish Areas and it had been agreed that the Community Safety Officer 
should prepare a joint bid from the Towns and Villages Fund on behalf of both 
Councils.   
 
The Clerk advised that he would send copies of previous correspondence from 2021 
with the County Council and the Chief Constable, as well as the PowerPoint 
presentation to the Police and Crime Commissioner, to the Community Safety Officer 
to assist in preparation of the bid in respect of the Eldon Parish Council issues. 
 
Reference was made by the Clerk to a quotation which had been received from a 
supplier for CCTV to be provided by the Parish Council to cover the Youth Shelter 
area, but it was suggested this be held in abeyance until after the joint bid had been 
prepared as it was likely this would include mobile CCTV provision.    
 
Members asked that the local Member of Parliament be invited to discuss the issues 
of anti-social behaviour in the area with the Parish Council. 
 
Reference was made to issues with speeding down Eldon Bank and also to the 
benefits of an occasional pop-in by officers to the Community Centre. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Parish Council support the joint bid 
2. The update from the Clerk be noted and the previous correspondence and 

PowerPoint presentation be sent to the County Council Community Safety Officer 
to assist in the Eldon Parish element of the joint bid 

3. The bid include an element for removal of the Youth Shelter 
4. The proposals for CCTV to monitor the area around the Youth Shelter be held in 

abeyance pending the inclusion in any bid for mobile wireless CCTV. 
5. A letter be sent to the local MP seeking a meeting to discuss the anti-social 

behaviour issues in the Parish.  
6. That contact be made with the local PCSO’s about the possibility of (a) a local 

Speedwatch scheme and (b) occasional visits by an officer to the Community 
Centre. 

 
D33/22  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 

There were no questions, although a discussion took place with local residents on a 
later agenda item in relation to a planning application. 
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D34/22  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
 

(a) Outside Bodies/Meetings 
 
There was nothing to report (the involvement of the Parish Council in the Towns and 
Villages Forum and ASB Project Meetings being reported earlier on the agenda) 
other than a recent GRT meeting attended by the Clerk which had focussed on the 
annual Appleby Gypsy and Traveller migration.  
 
(b) County Councillors 
 

The Council received an update from County Councillors Quinn and Townsend. 
Councillor Townsend referred to correspondence with the relevant Cabinet Portfolio  
holder about the absence of any County Council Brass Festival Events in our area, to 
which the response had been disappointing. Reference was also made to the 
outcome of the County Council bid for City of Culture Status and also to the 
anticipated introduction of the landlord selective licensing scheme.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted.  
 
D35/22 ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Information was provided about recent and forthcoming events at the Community 
Centre, including a proposed Halloween disco. 
 
D36/22 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP 
ISSUES  
 
Reference was made to forthcoming meetings of the AAP and to a vacancy on the 
AAP Board and to a call for projects relating to Community/Covid Recovery and 
Healthy Relationships (to support children and young people around sensitive 
issues). 
 
D37/22  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered correspondence/documents received since the last 
meeting as follows: 

 

(a) Opportunities for funding from the AAP “Fun and Food” activities for young 
people during the Autumn half term holiday. 

(b) An email received from an individual considering establishing a business in the 
area. 

(c) Confirmation letter about the discontinuance of burials at St. Mark’s Churchyard – 
the Council had previously responded to an earlier stage of the consultation and 
had advised the Parochial Church Council and the County Council that it wished 
the County Council to assume maintenance of the closed churchyard 

  
RESOLVED: 
 

That the correspondence be noted and the previous actions of the Parish Council in 
relation to the proposed closure of St. Mark’s Churchyard be re-affirmed. 
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D38/22  PLANNING ISSUES 
 

The Parish Council considered the following planning applications on which it had 
been consulted by the County Council. 
 
(a) Application DM/22/01191/FPA - New dwelling, detached garage and access 

on land east of 24 Eldon Bank. 
 
The Council heard representations from local residents about alleged contamination 
of the site by Japanese knotweed which had been spread across the site during 
previous earthworks and also about concerns linked to risks of greater potential 
flooding of nearby properties from water run-off from adjoining land due to the 
erection of a wall as part of the application proposal. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Council respond to the DCC consultation on the application highlighting 
local residents’ concerns. 
 
(b) Application DM/22/02280/OUT – Outline planning permission all matters 

reserved for 2 No. bungalows on land north of Pasture Row, Eldon. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council offer no objections in principle to the proposed development, 
but that the impact of the development on public right of way No. 15 be highlighted 
and the development either be redesigned to allow the right of way to remain, 
emerging onto the main road via the existing stile; or the right of way be diverted with 
provision on a new stile at its new exit point.  
 
D39/22  ANNUAL VILLAGE FETE AND QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE PARTY 
 
The Council considered the outcome of annual village fete and the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee Tea Party. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the village fete be held on 22nd July 2023 from 11 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. and an 
approach be made to Mr Twister and to Artiface Face Painter to check on their 
availability for next year’s event. 
 
D40/22  VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD 
 
The Clerk advised of the difficulties in obtaining replacement parts for the vandalised 
noticeboard from the suppliers and correspondence from the company which 
indicated it was to return the upfront payments for replacement parts which had 
already been made to the company against promises to deliver replacements within 
a reasonable timescale. The Council’s auditor had been advised of the issues and 
the matter had been discussed with the County Durham Association of Local 
Councils and another Parish Council in the County which had previously ordered 
noticeboards from the supplier. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted, the actions of the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman 
to date be authorised and confirmed and advice be sought on pursuing the issue 
from the Association’s legal advisers. 
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D41/22  LAND AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 
The Council considered the following issues: 

 

(a) Japanese knotweed at Eldon Bank – this had been reported to DCC 
(b) Dropped Gully outside 17 Office Row – This had been reported to DCC and a 

response had been received indicating that the work would be carried out as part of 
forthcoming works in the area. 

(c) Renewal of Tenancies for Allotments Site and Pasture Row Site – both tenancies had 
been renewed by the existing tenants. 

(d) Damage to culvert cover on DCC land on unofficial footpath – this had been reported 
to the County Council. 

(e) Flowerbed Maintenance at Gateway – the invoice for renewal had been received 

from the Council for 2022-23 in the sum of £466.76 including VAT. It was noted that 
the flowerbeds did not appear to have been maintained in recent months. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the issues be noted and that, in relation to the flowerbeds, the payment be 
authorised, subject to the County Council being advised of the current lack of 
maintenance and undertaking remedial action. 
 
D42/22  ANNUAL AUDIT 2021 TO 2022 
 
The Clerk reported that the public inspection arrangements for the annual audit for 
2021 to 2022 were being advertised with the period running from 23rd June to 4th 
August. 
 
D43/22  APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS OR DONATIONS 
 
The Council considered an application from Durham Hospital Radio for a 
grant/donation. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That a donation of £50 be made. 
 
D44/22  PARISH PLAN 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D45/22 ANY QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

The Clerk responded to a question and indicated that he proposed to retire as Clerk 
towards the end of 2022 and would write to the Chairman formally in this regard. 
  
D46/22  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Council is on Tuesday 27th September 2022 at 7.00 p.m.  
 
D47/22  INCOME, EXPENDITURE AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The Clerk circulated details of income and expenditure to date (for copy see file), 
together with a schedule of invoices paid for approval and the bank reconciliation. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the information noted and all of the expenditure to date be approved. 


