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ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
ORDINARY MEETING 

 
Community Centre               Tuesday   Time:  7.00 p.m. 
Eldon           29th March 2022 
 
Present:  
 

Councillors John Gibson (in the Chair), Paul Henry, Diane Pennington, Graham Scott 
and Toni Wallace. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

County Councillor Shirley Quinn. 
 
 
D124/21  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from County Councillors Matt Johnson and Samantha 
Townsend. 
 
D125/21  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington and Wallace declared interests in relation to 
Agenda Items 8 and 13 (Eldon Community Partnership) and Councillors Gibson and 
Pennington in relation to Item 17 (Land tenancies). 
 
D126/21 MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 11th January 2022 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D127/21  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no applications. 
 
D128/21  ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
(a) Police Report 

The Council noted a report from the police (for copy see file of Minutes). 
 

(b) Recent Developments and Village Improvement Project 
The Clerk reported on recent developments, including discussions with Kate 
Ward from the Neighbourhood Team at Durham County Council and also 
referred to a paper setting out details of a village project funding bid (for copy see 
file of Minutes) from the County Councils Towns and Villages Fund. It was hoped 
that Kate would attend a future meeting. 
 
The Clerk further reported that the County Council was to investigate the costs of 
lighting for the MUGA. He would be contacting CCTV providers to obtain costings 
for that element of the scheme. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the reports be noted and the project outline be approved.  
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D129/21  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 

There were no questions. 
 

D130/21  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR 
FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

(a) Outside Bodies/Meetings 
 

The Clerk reported that he had recently attended an online meeting of the Travellers 
Forum of which Councillor Quinn was now Chair. The main topic discussed was 
about the arrangements for Appleby Fair. 
 
The Clerk also referred to online meetings of the BASH AAP Town and Village Task 
Group which he had attended which was linked to the project proposals mentioned at 
item 5 on the agenda. Councillor Diane Pennington and the Clerk had also met with 
Kate Ward and Peter Henderson from Durham County Council to discuss aspects of 
the proposals and had carried out a walkabout of the village to familiarise officers 
with the issues. 
 
The Clerk reported he had also attended an online meeting of the CDALC Smaller 
Councils Forum. The main topic had been about Community Emergency Plans.  
 
(b) County Councillors 
 

Councillor Quinn referred to the upcoming meeting of the County Council in relation 
to the budget and to a real terms increase in financial provision for older people’s 
services. The outcome of the County Council’s application for City of Culture status 
was also eagerly awaited. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the positions be noted.  
 
D131/21 ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
It was reported that the Partnership had been advised of a Council Tax holiday. An 
Easter disco was to be held at the Centre. 
 
D132/21 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP 
ISSUES  
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D133/21  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered correspondence/documents received since the last 
meeting as follows: 

 

a) Libraries for You – DCC Consultation (copy online) 
b) Temporary Suspension of Bus Services through Eldon Lane (a youth had now been 

charged with throwing stones at buses) 
c) Double Taxation (the CDALC Executive Committee had decided not to pursue this 

issue further) 
d) Police and Crime Plan (copy online) 
e) Section 137 Limits (£8.62 per elector for 2022/23) 
f) Consultation by DCC on new Economic Strategy (copy online) 
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g) Insurance Issues – Gallagher Key Considerations for Events 
h) Committee on Standards in Public Life (Government response and potential 

implications for local councils) 
i) War in Ukraine (guidance from CDALC about powers of Parish/Town Councils) 
j) Annual Governance Return for 2021-2022 (to be submitted by 30th June) 
k) Levelling Up White Paper 
l) Temporary Road Closures at Old Eldon for tree felling 
m) Durham County Council’s Officer for Development of Wellbeing (Running, Walking 

and Cycling) – Invite to future meeting 
n) Durham County Council AAP Funding for Children’s activities during school summer 

holidays  
o) Community Emergency Plans. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the correspondence be noted and the Parish Council investigate together with 
Eldon Community Partnership whether some activities for children can be provided 
during the summer holidays, 
 
D134/21  INSURANCE 
 

(a) Renewal 
The Clerk reported that, in consultation with the Chairman, he had renewed the 
Parish Council’s insurance cover with Hiscox via Gallagher brokers in the sum of 
£534.25 for 2022-2023. This was the last year of a three-year tie-in. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the insurance renewal be approved. 
 
(b) Health and Safety Policy 
The Council considered a proposed Health and Safety Policy which was requirement 
of the insurance (for copy see file of Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Policy be adopted with immediate effect. 
 
D135/21  MEMBER CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk about an amendment to the Member 
Code of Conduct which had been adopted at the January 2022 meeting (for copy see 
file of Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the amendment be approved and the revised Code of Conduct be adopted and 
published on the Parish Council website. 
 
D136/21  APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS OR DONATIONS 
 
The Council considered an application for a grant from Eldon Community Partnership 
in the sum of £1600 towards insurance costs for the Community Centre in 2022-
2023. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the application be approved. 
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D137/21  PARISH PLAN 
 
There was nothing to report 
 
D138/21  PLATINUM JUBILEE TEA PARTY AND VILLAGE FETE 
 
The Council discussed arrangements for Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Tea Party to be held in Eldon Community Centre on Sunday 5th June 2022 between 
1.30 p.m. and 4.30 p.m. 
 
Also discussed were the arrangements for the Village Fete on Saturday 23rd July 
2022 from 11 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. 
 
In relation to the tea party, the Clerk advised that he had been unable to book any 
entertainment. Councillor Quinn said she would pass on details of an entertainer. 
 
As regards the Village Fete, the Clerk advised that he had been able to book Darren 
Bonas (Mr Twister) at a fee of £200 and Evans Carnival Funfairs for £1100. 
Confirmation of booking and fee from a face-painter was awaited. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the position be noted and the Clerk be authorised to make all the necessary 
arrangements and incur any relevant expenditure for the events in consultation with 
the Chairman and Councillor Diane Pennington. 
 
It was further resolved that there be no garden competition in 2022. 
 
D139/21  PLANNING APPEAL – VARIATION OF CONDITIONS AT ELDON 
QUARRY 
 
The Clerk referred to the previous decisions of the Parish Council to object to a 
planning application which would have allowed for the export of brick making 
materials from Eldon Quarry. The County Council had refused the application which 
had subsequently been appealed by the applicants. In consultation with the 
Chairman because of the submission deadline, the Clerk had reiterated the Parish 
Council’s previous objections to the Inspector appointed to hear the case. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the submission and actions of the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman be 
approved. 
 
D140/21  TENANCY ISSUES 
 
The Clerk referred to the grazing licences for the former allotment site and land west 
of Pasture Row which were coming up for renewal.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That both tenancies be renewed as previously agreed with the existing tenants on 
the same terms and conditions in 2022. 
 
D141/21  ENVIRONMENTAL AND LAND ISSUES 
 
The Clerk reported as follows: 
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(a) Hedge cutting on Parish Council Land – now carried out 
(b) New Parish Council Noticeboard – now installed 
(c) Motorbikes and Quadbikes on Central area: mud on footpaths – cleaned 
(d) Office Row Footpaths and Highway condition – reported online again 
(e) Renewal of Flowerbeds Contract with Durham County Council  
(f) Static Caravan at Church Flats - Removal 
(g) Crash at Eldon crossroads. 

 

RESOLVED: 
 
That the issues be noted. 
 
D142/21  ANY QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
  
D143/21  NATIONAL PAY AWARD AND SLCC MEMBERSHIP 
 
The Clerk offered to retire from the meeting during consideration of these items but 
was asked to remain by the Council. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
(a) That the Clerk’s salary following the 2021 pay award be £11.73 per hour (at 

Scale Point 12) based on 25 hours per month, backdated to 1st April 2021. 
(b) The Council reimburse the Clerk the sum of £98.00 in connection with his 

membership fees of the SLCC. 
 
D144/21  INCOME, EXPENDITURE AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The Clerk circulated details of income and expenditure to date, together with a 
schedule of invoices paid for approval and the bank reconciliation. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the information be approved. 
 
 
 
 


