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ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 

 
ORDINARY MEETING 

 
Community Centre               Tuesday   Time:  7.00 p.m. 
Eldon         11th January 2022 
 
Present:  
 

Councillors John Gibson, Diane Pennington and Graham Scott. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

County Councillors Shirley Quinn and Samantha Townsend 
 
3 No. Local Residents. 
 
D105/21  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Councillors Paul Henry and Toni Wallace (family 
bereavement) and County Councillors Matt Johnson and Samantha Townsend. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the absence of Councillors Henry and Wallace be approved. 
 
D106/21  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington and Wallace declared interests in relation to 
Agenda Item 8 (Eldon Community Partnership) and Councillors Gibson and 
Pennington in relation to Item 16 (Land tenancies). 
 
D107/21 MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 7th December 2021 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D108/21  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no applications. 
 
D109/21  ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
The Clerk reported that he was still awaiting details from the County Council of 
proposed target hardening measures in Eldon, following the walkabout in the village 
in 2021. The problems with motorbikes and quad bikes continued.  
 
Councillor Townsend suggested that a targeted delivery plan might be the best way 
to move forward. She was aware that the Parish Council’s community safety contact 
at the County Council was leaving his post and she would send details of his 
replacement. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the position be noted and target hardening information be sought from the 
County Council and the provision of CCTV from other suppliers be investigated. 
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D110/21  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 

The local residents present raised various issues and a discussion took place with 
the Parish Council. 
 

D111/21  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR 
FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

(a) Outside Bodies/Meetings 
 

There was nothing to report.  
 
(b) County Councillors 
 

Councillor Quinn referred to an upcoming meeting of the County Council and 
Councillor Townsend commented on her role since being appointed as a County 
Councillor. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted.  
 
D112/21 ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
It was reported that recent activities at the Community Centre included the Christmas 
lunch for older people and a Christmas disco for young people in Eldon. There had 
also been an event organised by a resident of Eldon. Councillor Quinn congratulated 
the Community Partnership on the organisation of the Christmas lunch. Councillor 
Pennington raised an issue about the brief nature of the Christmas visit to the 
Community Centre by Santa Claus, organised by Shildon Town Council, which had 
disappointed some local children. Councillor Quinn said that she would investigate 
with the Town Council. 
 
D113/21 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP 
ISSUES  
 
Councillor Quinn briefly outlined the role of the AAP and referred to the upcoming 
public representative vacancy on the Partnership. 
 
D114/21  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered correspondence/documents received since the last 
meeting as follows: 

 

(a) Correspondence from CDALC 
(b) Section 106 List 
(c) Queen’s Platinum Beacon Trail. 
  
RESOLVED: 
 

That the correspondence be noted. 
 
D115/21  PARISH PLAN 
 

There was nothing to report. 
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D116/21  APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS OR DONATIONS 
 
There were no applications. 
 
D117/21  BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2022 TO 2023 
 
The Parish Council considered a report of the Parish Clerk about the Budget and 
Precept for 2022 to 2023 (for copy see file of Minutes). 
 
The Clerk advised that options 1, 2 and 3 all included a contribution from reserves 
of £1,000, £750 and £500 respectively, but that care needed to be exercised in 
continuing contributions from reserves in future years and the best course of action 
might be to gradually reduce the contributions from reserves – i.e. to £750 in 2022 
to 2023. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That budget option 2 be selected for 2022 to 2023 at a budget sum of £13,950 less 
a contribution of £750 from reserves, which equated to a budget of £13,200. With 
the deduction of £1422 LCTRS grant passported from Durham County, this would 
require a Precept of £11,778 which, when divided by the notional council tax base 
of 99.1 for 2022 to 2023, would result in a Band D tax rate of £118.85. The 
Chairman and Clerk then completed and signed the requisite request form to be 
sent to the County Council. 

 
D118/21  CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
The Parish Council considered a report of the Clerk about a new Code of Conduct for 
adoption by the Council, based upon the Durham County Council Code which had 
been adopted by the County Council in 2021 and had been recommended for 
adoption by the CDALC Executive to all Parish Councils (for copy see file of 
Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the new Code of Conduct be adopted by the Council and it be given the 
requisite publicity. 
 
D119/21  QUEENS PLATINUM JUBILEE 
 
The Clerk referred to the enhanced Bank Holiday and national events in early June 
2022 to celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and sought guidance 
from thew Council on whether it wished to put in place any arrangements to 
commemorate the event. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
1. That consideration be given to holding the annual village fete on Saturday 4th 

June. 
2. A separate event (including a possible celebratory cake competition) be held on 

Sunday 5th June. 
 
D120/21  ENVIRONMENTAL AND LAND ISSUES 
 
The Clerk reported as follows: 
 
(a) New Bus Shelter – The glass panel had still not been replaced. 
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(b) Footpath adjacent to Village Green – Following the recent motorbike and quad bike 
activity in the centre of the village, the condition of the footpath had been reported to 
the County Council. 

(c) Tenancies – The Clerk sought instructions in relation the two grazing tenancies. 
(d) Lorries – Reference was made to continuing issues with lorry traffic into and out of 

Eldon Quarry and to mud on the road. The Clerk advised that he had previously 
raised these issues with the relevant planning officer at DCC but would do so again. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 
That the issues be noted and the grazing tenancies be re-offered to the existing 
tenants on the same terms and conditions for 2022-2023. 
 
D121/21  ANY QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
  
D122/21  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 29th March 2022 at 7.00 
p.m.  
 
D123/21  INCOME, EXPENDITURE AND ACCOUNTS 
 

The Clerk circulated details of income and expenditure to date, together with a 
schedule of invoices paid for approval and the bank reconciliation. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the information be approved. 
 
 
 
 


