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ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 

COUNCIL MEETING 

Remote Meeting    Tuesday Time: 7.00 p.m. 
Using Zoom Software              15th December 2020 

 

Present: 
 
Councillors John Gibson, Diane Pennington, Graham Scott and Toni Wallace.  

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 

 
 

D29/20 APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

An apology was received from Councillor Paul Henry due to work commitments 
which was APPROVED. Apologies were also received from County Councillors 
Huntington, Quinn and Stephens. 

 

D30/20 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

There were no disclosures of interests. 
 

D31/20 APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for dispensations. 
 
D32/20 MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 21st July and 23rd September 2020 were confirmed 
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D33/20 RESUBMITTED PLANNING APPPLICATION IN RESPECT OF 
MATERIALS RECYCLING FACILITY AT FORMER ELDON BRICKWORKS 

 

The Clerk referred to the decision taken by Durham County Council in November to 
refuse the planning application for an MRF at the former Eldon Brickworks. Details of 
the refusal reasons had been circulation to members and the Clerk had also sent 
links to the local objectors. It was uncertain whether the applicants would appeal. 

The other application in relation to the removal of brickshale from Eldon Quarry and 
its export from the former brickworks site, to which the Parish Council had objected 
and asked to be called in, was still to be considered by the County Council.  

 

RESOLVED: 

 
That the position be noted and the Parish Council maintains its objection to the Eldon 
Quarry application on the basis of its previous objections.  

 

D34/20 BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2021 TO 2022 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk about the budget and precept for 2021 to 
2022 (for copy see file of Minutes) which included a table showing budget options for 
the forthcoming financial year (for copy see file). 
 
The Clerk advised that options 1 and 2 both included a contribution from reserves of 
£1,000 and £500 respectively, but that it would not be prudent to continue such 
contributions over future years. There was expected income of circa £450 which had  
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not been shown. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That budget option 1 be selected for 2021 to 2022 at a sum of £13,950 less a  
contribution of £1,000 from reserves, which equates to a budget of £12,950. With the 
deduction of £1047 LCTRS grant passported from Durham County, this would require 
a Precept of £11,903 which, when divided by the notional council tax base of 100.6 
would result in a Band D tax of £118.32. The Chairman and Clerk completed and 
signed the requisite request form to be sent to the County Council. 
 
D35/20  CHRISTMAS TREE 
 
The Clerk referred to previous correspondence with the Council about the suggestion 
from a local resident for a Christmas tree in Eldon. Following discussions with CDALC 
and other local councils in the area, a specialist contractor had been identified who 
had provided a quotation to provide a solid base (which could be used again in the 
future), a 15 foot tree, lights and a post and rope fence around the base of the tree.  
 
The contractor (who had appropriate public liability insurance in place and had 
provided a copy of the certificate) would supply, erect and light the tree using battery 
powered lights and remove the tree after Christmas. The cost was £800 inclusive and, 
following discussions with the Chairman, an order had now been placed to erect a tree 
in the Community Centre grounds to minimise potential vandalism and reduce risk (a 
risk assessment was to be undertaken). A sum of £500 had also been provided in the 
budget for 2021-2022 (the base provided in 2020, together with the base fence and 
lights could be re-used at no cost in future years).  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the actions of the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman in placing an order for a 
Christmas tree and associated works with M Watson be approved and that provision 
be made in the budget for a similar larger tree in 2021, 
 
D36/20  DOUBLE TAXATION 
 
The Clerk referred to an email from CDALC regarding double taxation which had been 
raised by Great Aycliffe Town Council. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Parish Council supports the Town Council’s motion to Durham County 
Council and responds to the CDALC questionnaire accordingly. 
 
D37/20  ENVIRONMENTAL AND OTHER ISSUES 
 
The Clerk reported as follows: 
 
(a) Potholes at garden side of Office Row – He had been in contact with Mr Buckley 

at DCC to try and progress the filling of the potholes on the unadopted road. 
(b) Static Caravan at The Flats – This had been reported to the Planning Office at 

DCC. 
(c) North East Transport Plan – Consultation. 
(d) Litter Pick – 8th December 2020. 
(e) Contribution to St. Mark’s Church – Receipt of thank you letter 

 
In relation to (c) it was AGREED that the Clerk would liaise with the Chairman to 
determine whether the Council should respond to the consultation. 
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As regards item (d), the Clerk advised that County Councillor Quinn had reported that 
she had attended for the litter pick on 8th December but no-one was present at the 
meeting point. He would pass on this information to DCC who had organised the 
event. 
 
The following issues were reported by Councillors: 
 
(a) Sand on road near No.14 Pasture Row – The Clerk advised this had been 

previously reported and DCC had not felt there was an issue, but he would report it 
again if this was an ongoing issue. 

(b) Hedge opposite Office Row (Garden Side) needs cutting back – Will be 
reported to DCC 

(c) Wheels/Car Tyres in Hedge opposite No. 25 Office Row (Garden side) – Clerk 
will report to DCC 

(d) Dumped Vehicles on unadopted highway to rear of Office Row – Clerk will 
report to DCC. 

 
D38/20  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 

There were no questions. 

 


