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ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Community Centre             Tuesday   Time:  7.00 p.m. 
Eldon                  14th January 2020 
 
Present:  
 

Councillors John Gibson (in the Chair), Diane Pennington and Graham Scott. 
 
County Councillors Shirley Quinn and Garry Huntington. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
Councillor Tony Bird (Dene Valley Community Association and Dene Valley Parish 
Council). 
 
 

D100/19  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

An Apology for absence was received from County Councillor Stephens. 
 

D101/19  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillors Gibson, Pennington and Wallace declared interests in relation to Agenda 
Items 9,10, 12 and 20 for which dispensations to speak and vote had previously been 
granted. 
 
D102/19  MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 24th September 2019 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D103/19  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for dispensations. 
 
D104/19  TO WELCOME REPRESENTATIVES FROM DENE VALLEY PARISH 
COUNCIL 
 
Members welcomed Councillor Tony Bird. It was agreed that arrangements be made 
if required in future for informal meetings between both Parish Councils should there 
be any issues affecting both areas. 
 
D105/19 QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 
No issues had been raised. 
 
D106/19  POLICE MATTERS 
 

There was nothing to report as the police were not in attendance. Members 
expressed their concern about the lack of any police presence, or the submission of 
crime data to any meetings of the Council. Whilst it was recognised that the PACT 
Meetings offered an opportunity to the Parish Council to attend, no PACT meetings 
had ever been held in Eldon itself and when this matter had been raised previously 
by Councillor Wallace at a PACT meeting in Eldon Lane, asking for an occasional 
meeting in Eldon, she had been advised that the PACT meeting would not be moved. 
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RESOLVED: 
 
That the Parish Council’s concerns be transmitted to the police. 
 
D107/19 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
(a) Outside Bodies 
 

There was nothing to report. 
 
(b) County Councillors 
 

An update was provided by the County Councillors in relation to the following issues 
regarding the County Council: 
 

 Councillor Quinn – contribution towards Pocket Parks application 

 Possible School closures (Sunnydale) and movement of pupils to Greenfield 

 Bus Shelters. 
 
D108/19  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
An update was provided on Partnership issues as follows: 
 

 A letter had now been received from solicitors acting in relation to the late Mr 
Peacock’s estate setting out details of an offer for the property which the 
Partnership was minded to agree to. 

 It was not known whether the proposed Eldon Banner Fundraising even on 
24th January 2020 was to go ahead. The Clerk agreed to contact Mr Reynolds 
in relation to this issue. 

 
D109/19 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP 
ISSUES  

 

There was nothing to report other than the next meeting of the AAP was to be held 
on Thursday later that week. 
 
D110/19  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 

The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 
 

(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (copy attached) 
(b) Letter from Great North Air Ambulance thanking the Parish Council for its donation. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the correspondence be noted. 
2. That, the Parish Council carry out a risk assessment of its informal green spaces, 

including tree belts. 
 
D111/19 ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND RELATED ISSUES: ELDON COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 
 
The Clerk reported that the Partnership had now received a cheque for £1288 
following its application to the Scotto Trust. A thank you letter had been sent to the 
Trust. The Skill Mill would now be contacted to undertake the works. 
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Following a number of teething problems, the new cooker, funded by the Parish 
Council, had been installed at the Community Centre. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the updates be noted. 
 
D112/19  VE75 CELEBRATIONS – MAY 2020 
 
The Clerk advised that the Parish Council had now been awarded a grant of £1,000 
from the National Lottery for the lunchtime event. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That arrangements proceed for the event and the options for an evening event be 
also explored. 

 
D113/19  POCKET PARK APPLICATION 
 

The Clerk reported that the application had now been submitted. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the response from Government be awaited. 
 
D114/19 PLANNING APPLICATION AT ELDON LODGE, OLD ELDON 
 
The Clerk reported that this planning application had now been withdrawn and was 
unlikely to be re-submitted. 
 
D115/19 PARISH PLAN 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D116/19  APPLICATION FOR GRANT 
 
This item was deferred as the Eldon Community Partnership application for an 
annual grant had not yet been submitted. 
 
D117/19  BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2020-2021 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk about the budget and precept for 2020-
2021 and a circulated list showing outturn for the current year and options for the 
following year (for copies see file of Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Parish Council Budget for 2020-21 be set at £12,285, funded from an 
LCTRS grant of £1985 and a precept of £10,840, giving a band D charge of £116.81, 
a reduction on the current year’s charge. 
 
118/19  PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE 2020 ONWARDS   
 
The Clerk reported that he had been contacted by Came & Co., the Parish Council’s 
insurance brokers, about insurance for 2020 onwards as the Council was coming out 
of its three year insurance tie in with Hiscox at the end of March 2020. Came & Co. 
had offered (as it did three years ago) to obtain quotes from three insurance 
companies and to provide a comparison of these. As the new insurance  



4 

 

 

 
 
had to run from 1st April and the next meeting of the Council was not until 31st March, 
the Clerk asked for a delegation, in consultation with the Chairman, to agree the 
insurance cover once the details had been received. The outcome would be reported 
to the March meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the delegation sought be given and the outcome be reported to the March 
meeting of the Council. 
 
 
D119/19 LAND ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
The Council considered the following issues: 
 
(a) Hedge and gate works on Parish Council Land 
 

The Clerk advised that the works were shortly to be carried out. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 

(b) LIVIN: Feedback From Durham County Council on Potential Development 
Site 

 

The Clerk reported that he had now received a very detailed response from the 
County Council about restrictions on the potential development site and was currently 
assessing the information provided. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 

(c) Parking on Land above Office Row 
 

It was reported that parking was continuing on the triangular area below the garages 
and above Office Row. The Clerk advised that this area was currently unregistered, 
but it might be possible for the Parish Council to apply to register it. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk investigate the issues set out above. 
 
(d) New Parish Council Notice Board 
 

The Clerk advised that he was currently investigating suppliers for the new Parish 
Council Notice Board 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, investigate the options available 
and report back to Council. 
 

D120/19  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
The Council considered the following issues: 
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(a) Unadopted Highway to rear of Office Row 
 

The Clerk referred to the rapidly deteriorating condition of the unadopted and 
unmade highway to the rear of Office Row which was owned by the County Council 
and currently badly potholed. On initial contact with the County Council, it had denied 
the land was in its ownership, but subsequently had admitted that it was under the 
control of the Culture and Leisure Department. Although the County Council had 
made repairs to the surface in the past, it appeared unwilling to do so currently, but 
had advised that County Councillors had access to free road planings, for such 
situations, subject to them funding the actual works from their budgets. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the local County Councillors be approached to determine whether they would 
consider funding these works.  
 
(b) Bus Shelter in Eldon 
 

The Clerk reported that the County Council had now confirmed it would consider 
funding a replacement bus shelter to replace that currently owned by the Parish 
Council at the bottom of Eldon Bank. The County Council would assume ownership 
and ongoing maintenance of the shelter. A contribution from the Parish Council 
towards the replacement cost had been sought.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council provide a grant of £2,000, or 50% of the replacement cost of 
the bus shelter, whichever is the lesser.  
 
(c) Motorbikes and Quad Bikes on Green and adjoining Land 
 

It was reported that there were continuing difficulties with motorbikes and quad bikes 
on the village green and other land in Eldon. The problems had been reported to the 
police and to DCC. One of the problems appeared to stem from the open field gate 
onto County Council land adjacent to Pasture Row which allowed quad bikes 
travelling down from Shildon to enter the village. The County Council had been 
contacted about the issue and securing the gate would at least close down one of the 
potential accesses into Eldon. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and monitored. 
 
(d) Conclusion of CAT Process 
 

The Clerk reported that the Community Action Team project had concluded before 
Christmas. Publicity had been sent to local residents detailing the main issues found 
and how there were being tackled. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
(e) Gateway – Damaged Birds mouth Fencing 
 

It was reported that some of the fencing around the Gateway Flowerbed Area was 
damaged. 
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RESOLVED: 
 

That the damage be reported to the County Council 
 
D121/19  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
  
D122/19  SCHEDULE OF VOUCHERS/INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 

A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and confirmed/approved.  
 
D123/19  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 

Information showing income and expenditure: 1st April 2019 to date was considered. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D124/19  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on 31st March, 2020 at 7 p.m. 


