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ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Community Centre             Tuesday   Time:  7.00 p.m. 
Eldon                  26th November 2019 
 
Present:  
 

Councillors John Gibson, Paul Henry, Diane Pennington, Graham Scott and Toni 
Wallace. 
 
County Councillor Shirley Quinn. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
Barrie Alderson, Officer, Green and Clean, Durham County Council. 
 
Local Residents from the vicinity of Eldon Lodge, Old Eldon. 
 
 

D72/19  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors Huntington and 
Stephens. 
 

D73/19  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillors Gibson, Pennington and Wallace declared interests in relation to Agenda 
Items 8, 9 and 10 for which dispensations to speak and vote had previously been 
granted. 
 
D74/19  MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 24th September 2019 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D75/19  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for dispensations. 
 
D76/19  CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND, ELDON – POCKET PARKS INITIATIVE 
 
The Chairman welcomed Barrie Alderson from the County Council’s  
Green and Clean Team who gave a presentation about the Government’s Pocket 
Parks Initiative. Prior to the presentation, the Clerk reminded members that the 
Parish Council had previously agreed to fund £3,000 of works to refurbish the 
Children’s Playground owned by the County Council, subject to DCC providing 
matching funding. Part of the works had already been completed. 
 
Mr Alderson outlined the details of the Government’s Pocket Parks Initiative which 
allowed Community Groups, including Parish Councils, to apply for funding to create 
or refurbish areas of green space within their communities. The playground would be  
eligible for a grant of £25,000 and if the Parish Council was to provide £3,000 and the 
County Council £9,000 – a total of £37,000 could be available for refurbishment of  
the playground. The Parish Council would need to submit the form by 31st December 
at the latest, but the County Council would undertake all the planning and manage 
the tender and contract processes through to installation of the new playground. It 
would continue to own and operate the playground. 
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It was proposed that the new playground would be sited on the youth shelter site and 
Mr Alderson suggested that the Youth Shelter should be permanently removed. The 
Clerk advised that, if members were so minded to agree with the proposal, it would 
be prudent to seek County Councillor Stephens agreement as he had provided the 
Youth Shelter. 
 
Mr Alderson advised that a draft of the application form had already been completed, 
but there were parts which needed to be completed by the Parish Council before 
submission. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Parish Council submit an application for a grant under the Pocket Parks 
Initiative. 

2. The Clerk be authorised to complete and return the form to Mr Alderson, so as to 
allow any additional information to be added by DCC prior to the submission 
deadline. 

3. Councillor Stephens be advised of the project and his agreement be sought for 
removal of the Youth Shelter. 

 
D77/19 QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 
The Clerk advised that local residents from the vicinity of Eldon Lodge at Old Eldon 
had asked to attend the meeting to make representations about the planning 
application, for conversion of Eldon Lodge from a residential dwelling to a Children’s 
Home, which formed the following agenda item on which the Parish Council had 
been consulted by DCC. 
 
The local residents outlined their concerns to the Parish Council which were in line 
with a letter of objection they had already submitted to the County Council and which 
had been circulated to Parish Councillors. In addition to the items referred to in the 
letter, they also referred to local knowledge of roosting bats at the property which 
they contended did not appear to have been addressed in the application.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the comments be noted. 
 
D78/19 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
The Council considered a consultation by Durham County Council on a Planning 
Application it had received for conversion of a residential dwelling (Eldon Lodge) at 
Old Eldon into a Children’s Home (Application DM/19/03428/FPA). 
 
Reference was made to the potential increased traffic movements into and out of the 
site if the development were to proceed and to the restricted visibility and increased 
risk of accidents. There might also be a risk to residents who left the site on foot. 
Consideration was also given to the representations made by local residents 
including the references to bats in the property. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council express its concerns to the County Council in relation to the 
development on the basis set out above. 
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D79/19  UPDATE ON COMMUNITY ACTION TEAM INITIATIVE 
 
The Clerk advised that he had attended a number of Partner meetings and 
walkabouts during the CAT visit. Members of the Council had also attended 
consultative events held in the Community Centre. The Clerk outlined some of the 
key issues which had emerged so far during the process and the actions that were 
proposed to tackle these. One of the proposals was for a fortnightly drop in session 
run by the police at the One Stop Shop in Eldon Lane. The Clerk advised that, 
following discussions with members, he had written to the police to ask if an 
occasional session might be held at Eldon Community Centre. One of the main 
problems in relation to initiatives such as this was that Eldon was covered by two 
different police offices. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the process so far be noted. 
2. That the Clerk write to the police about the potential for drop in sessions at Eldon 

Community Centre. 
 
D80/19  MORE THAN VIABLE AND INCREDIBLE EDIBLE PROJECTS 
 

The Clerk advised that he had attended recent meetings at Eldon Lane about the 
More Than Viable Project and the Incredible Edible Project. 
 
The More Than Viable Project had been run by Dr Stephen Pritchard who had 
provided details of outcomes from the Project. The main proposal was for the setting 
up of a Community Development Trust in the valley including Eldon and Eldon and 
details of funding etc. were provided. 
 
At a separate meeting, local representatives had received a presentation from Pam 
Warhurst, who provided details of the Incredible Project which was running nationally 
in local communities. The project aimed to identify areas of land in local communities 
on which flowers, fruit or vegetables might be grown by local volunteers for the use of 
local people. It was hoped that areas of land might be identified in Eldon and along 
the Valley to Eldon Lane where planting might take place.  
 
The Clerk referred to the planted area outside the Community Centre building but 
within the site curtilage, which might be used, subject to the agreement of the 
Partnership. There was another triangular area to the west of the kissing gate on the 
Parish Council owned land west of Pasture Row which might also be utilised if the 
hedge was cut back and saplings removed. This area potentially could be planted 
with some fruit (apple, pear or cherry) trees. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the presentations be noted. 
2. The Parish Council reaffirms its backing for the setting up of a Community 

Development Trust. 
3. The Parish Council approves the necessary funding for participation in the 

Incredible Project on its own land and seeks the agreement of Eldon Community 
Partnership in relation to participation with a grant from the Council on ECP land 
inside the curtilage of the Community Centre. 

4. The Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman and ECP, be authorised to identify 
relevant sites and make the necessary arrangements for clearance and planting. 
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D81/19 ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND RELATED ISSUES: ELDON COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 
 
The Clerk reported that he had attended a recent meeting, together with Councillor D 
Pennington, with representatives from the Scotto Trust and the Area Action 
Partnership to discuss a proposed bid by the Eldon Community Partnership for a 
grant from the Scotto Trust for £1288.00 to make good and paint the ceiling and part 
of a wall in the Community Centre following the recent energy efficiency improvement 
works funded by the Parish Council to install LED lighting in the Centre. The outcome 
of the bid would not be known until December but the AAP had advised that it was a 
relatively low level and was hopeful it would be approved. 
 
As the Parish Council’s earmarked budget for improvement works at the Community 
Centre still had in excess of £2,000 remaining, the Parish Council had been asked by 
the ECP if it would fund a new cooker for the Community Centre for the one which 
was failing. The Clerk advised that he had consulted with the Chairman of the Parish 
Council about the urgent need for a replacement, who had agreed that it should be 
funded from the earmarked reserves. The ECP had provided details of three cookers 
and an order had been placed directly by the Parish Council with Ao whose multifuel 
cooker was the nearest replacement to the current one in use. The order included 
removal of the old cooker and installation of the new one. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the grant application be noted. 
2. That the actions of the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, regarding the 

purchase of a cooker for ECP be authorised and confirmed. 
 
D82/19  POLICE MATTERS 
 

There was nothing to report as the police were not in attendance. 
 
D83/19 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
(a) Outside Bodies 
 

The Clerk advised that he had attended a meeting of the CDALC Smaller Local 
Councils meeting on 21st November at Horden. 
 
(b) County Councillors 
 

An update was provided by Councillor Shirley Quinn in relation to the following issues 
regarding the County Council: 
 

 Housing Strategy 

 Ofsted Inspection results 

 Job Creation 

 Durham City Lumiere. 
 
The Clerk reported that Councillor Huntington had contacted him to ask that, in case  
he was unable to attend, details of the costs for clearing the Gurney Valley  
Temporary Stopover Site which he had obtained from the County Council be 
presented to the meeting. The costs were estimated at £15,000. Councillor Gibson 
questioned the sum, given his knowledge of haulage rates and of the length of time 
taken to clear the site and felt they underestimated the true cost. 
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D84/19  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Reference was made to recent and forthcoming events at the Centre. These included 
the Christmas Disco for young people; the older persons Christmas Lunch; a booking 
by the Cobweb Orchestra and a Quiz Night by the Eldon Banner Group.  
 
The Clerk advised that he had now received the details from Glasdon for the 
memorial bench in respect of Brenda and Benny Peacock, the cost of which was 
£570.66 plus £114.13 VAT. Initially it had been agreed the pre-VAT cost would be 
shared with Eldon Community Partnership, but an offer of a contribution had also 
been made by Dene Valley Community Partnership. 
 
The Clerk further reported that, at the request of the Partnership, he had requested a 
quotation from JSC Electrics which the Parish Council had previously engaged when 
grant funding improvements to the car park lighting at the Community Centre. The 
quote for re-lamping of the defective car park light was £243.63 plus £48.73 VAT and 
it was suggested that this quote be submitted to the Partnership for consideration. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the report be noted. 
2. The order be placed for the memorial bench on the basis outlined above. 
 
D85/19 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP 
ISSUES  

 

There was nothing to report. 
 
D86/19  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 

The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 
 

(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (copy attached) 
(b) Letter from Durham County Council about the indicative budget and precept for 2020 

–2021. 
(c) St Mark’s Church – Invite to Community Carol Service on 11

th
 December at 7 p.m.  

(d) Tree Week, 2019 – Email from Durham County Council. 
(e) Invitation from CDALC to submit names for Buckingham Palace Garden Party 2020. 
(f) Request from Great North Air Ambulance for Donation. 
(g) Request from NEPACS for Donation. 
(h) The Pensions Regulator – Re-enrolment and re-declaration deadline 30 June 2020. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the correspondence be noted. 
2. That, in relation to website accessibility regulations, the Clerk be authorised to 

begin work on the Parish Council website to ensure compliance by September 
2020. 

3. That Councillor Scott be authorised to attend the Community Carol Service at St. 
Mark’s Church. 

4. That no grants be sought in relation to National Tree Week. 
5. That the names of Councillor Diane Pennington and of the Clerk, Mr T Bolton, be 

submitted to CDALC as nominees for the Buckingham Palace Garden Party in 
2020. 

6. That a donation of £50 be made to the Great North Air Ambulance. 
7. That no donation be made to NEPACS. 
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D87/19  REGISTER OF MEMBERS INTERESTS   
 
The Clerk referred to the need for the registers of members interests to be updated 
periodically and advised that he would send copies of the current register entries to 
members of the Council for consideration and updating if necessary. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted 
 
D88/19  STRENGTHENING POLICE POWERS TO TACKLE UNAUTHORISED 
GYPSY/TRAVELLER ENCAMPMENTS 
 
The Clerk advised that a Government Consultation had been issued about 
strengthening police powers to deal with unauthorised Gypsy/Traveller 
Encampments. Essentially, it was proposed that such encampments, which currently 
constituted trespass, should be criminalised and the police given powers to move on 
unauthorised encampments. The deadline for responses was 4th March 2020. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council respond to the Consultation supporting the proposals. 
 
D89/19 APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT 
 
There were no applications for grant. 
 
D90/19  VE DAY 75TH ANNIVERSARY 2020 
 
The Clerk reported the receipt of correspondence from CDALC about the 
celebrations in 2020 to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of Victory in Europe Day. 
The May Bank Holiday on 4th May was to be moved to Friday 8th May which would 
allow a long weekend of national celebrations. Local Councils were being asked to 
consider what they might wish to do to celebrate the occasion. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Parish Council hold a lunchtime/afternoon event on 8th May 2020 similar 
to that held for the Centenary of the Armistice in 2018 and that authority be given 
for any reasonable expenditure relating to the event, although grant funding 
should also be investigated. 

2. Consideration also be given to holding an evening 1940’s themed dance event at 
the Community Centre. 

 
D91/19 PARISH PLAN 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D92/19  BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2020-2021 
 
The Clerk reported that details of the Tax Base, Local Council Tax Reduction 
Scheme Grant Allocation and Precept Request had now been received from the 
County Council. The overall position was that the Parish Council would be £263.30 
better off in 2020-2021 assuming a standstill budget. 
 
The Clerk reminded members of the need to consider any items they wished to have 
included in or deleted from the 2020-2021 budget as this issue would be considered 
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at the meeting on 14th January 2020, which was being held earlier than normal to 
ensure the Council’s precept request could be submitted to the County Council in 
time. 
 
D93/19 LAND ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
The Council considered the following issues: 
 
(a) Hedge and gate works on Parish Council Land 
 

The Clerk advised that he had now received from MH Gates and Fencing a quote for 
the hedge cutting (including cutting by hand of the interior of the hedge to the west of 
the kissing gate); replacement of the metal kissing gate and replacement of the gate 
to the west of the kissing gate with a wooden gate in the sum of £790 plus VAT. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the quote be agreed and the contractor be asked to commence the works. 
 

(b) LIVIN: Update on Pasture Row Garages 
 

The Clerk reported that he had not received any further contact from LIVIN in relation 
to the garage site. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 

(c) Update on discussions with LIVIN about potential development 
opportunities in Eldon 

 

The Clerk reported that he had received a response from LIVIN, indicating that they 
were not interested in pursuing development of the proposed site and giving a 
number of reasons for not doing so, including issues linked to the County Council’s 
SHLAA.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk investigates the issues and reports back. 
 
(d) Eldon Gateway Issues 
 

The Clerk referred to a number of issues at Eldon Gateway, including damage to the 
tarmac path caused by adjoining tree roots and suggested that, although the land 
was not owned by the Council, it might be prudent to carry out a tree survey along 
with the other trees on Parish Council land to ascertain the need for any action which, 
in the case of the Gateway, could be reported to the landowner, Eldon Estates. 
 
The Clerk referred to the previous undertaking of the Parish Council to assume 
responsibility for the Gateway once the works (which had been grant aided to the 
Eldon Community Partnership) were completed. The tarmac path was not shown on 
the adoption records of the County Council and there was some uncertainty about 
who was responsible for the path. The view of members was that the path was the 
responsibility of the County Council and had been laid by them after the demolition of 
the school which had previously stood on the site. As such, it was not considered 
necessary for a tree survey to be undertaken and the trees were considered the 
responsibility of Eldon Estates. 
 
The Clerk also reported additional issues with Eldon Estate land to the south of the 
Parish Council notice board on Eldon Bank. A local resident was driving off the  
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highway over part of this land to reach the back street. Another resident had also 
expressed concern about a forked tree immediately adjoining No. 1 Eldon Bank, 
which they considered unsafe. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk write to Eldon Estates to highlight the issues set out above. 
 

D94/19  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
The Council considered the following issues: 
 

(a) Repairs to Youth Shelter 
 

The Clerk provided an update in relation to the Youth Shelter repairs, although it was 
noted that if the Pocket Park application mentioned earlier on the agenda was 
approved, the Youth Shelter would be removed. 
 
(b) Bus Shelter in Eldon 
 

The Clerk reported that he was still awaiting a response from the County Council 
about the proposal that the Parish Council contribute towards a new bus shelter and 
that the County Council thereafter assume responsibility for this. Reference was 
made to visibility problems linked to overgrown hedging adjoining the DCC bus stop 
on the other side of the road. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk write to Durham County Council in relation to the issues. 
 
D95/19  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
  
D96/19  SCHEDULE OF VOUCHERS/INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 

A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and confirmed/approved.  
 
D97/19  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 

Information showing income and expenditure: 1st April 2019 to date was considered. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D98/19  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
following item in relation to personnel issues. The Clerk offered to leave the meeting 
but was invited to stay. 
 
D99/19  CLERK’S SALARY 2019-20 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk’s salary based on 25 hours per month be set at Scale Point 12 on the 
NJC Local Government Services Scale for 2019-20 with effect from 1st April 2019 
and the increase be backdated to that date. 


