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ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Community Centre             Tuesday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Eldon                    26th March 2019 
 
Present:  
 

Councillors John Gibson, Paul Henry, Diane Pennington, Graham Scott and Toni 
Wallace. 
 
County Councillor Shirley Quinn. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
Two members of the public. 
 

D110/18 TO REPORT THE DEATH OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR HENRY 
NICHOLSON   
 

The Clerk reported the recent death of County Councillor Henry Nicholson and all 
those present stood for a minute’s silence as a mark of respect. At the conclusion, 
the Clerk further advised that a card of condolence had been sent to Henry’s family 
and that he and Councillor Diane Pennington had attended the funeral. 
 
D111/18  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

There were no apologies. 
 

D112/18  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillors Gibson, Pennington and Wallace declared interests in relation to Agenda 
Item 9 (Eldon Community Partnership issues) and 17 (Energy Efficiency Measures) 
and in the case of Councillors Gibson and Pennington in relation to item 18 (tenancy 
issues) for which dispensations to speak and vote had previously been granted. 
 
D113/18  MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 15th January 2019 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D114/18  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for dispensations. 
 
D115/18  POLICE LIAISON 
 

There was nothing to report.   
 
D116/18  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 

Two members of the public attended to ask questions about tree felling and 
fencing/gating works that were ongoing in the village and being undertaken by a local 
landowner. The Clerk advised that, unless trees were protected by a preservation 
order or were in a conservation area, local authority consents on which the Parish 
Council might be consulted would not be required.  
 
In relation to the fencing and gating works as outlined by the local residents, it was 
explained that, unless a highway or footpath was affected, it was unlikely the County 
Council would become involved. It may be that adjoining householders may well  
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have private rights, but this was a matter for those local residents on which to seek 
legal advice and to consider bringing a civil action if those rights were being impeded. 
 
D117/18  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR 
FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
(a) Outside Bodies 
 

The Clerk reported that the Travellers Forum was planning for the annual Appleby 
Fair migration. Target hardening of a location in the area was being implemented. 
New signage was being issued by the County Council for temporary stopover sites 
and the Clerk displayed a copy of the proposed sign.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the report be noted.  
 
(b) County Councillors 
 

County Councillor Quinn reported that the County Council had now set its budget and 
precept for 2019-20. The site for the new County Council Headquarters had been 
agreed. New guidelines for County Councillors using social media had been issued. 
There was to be a Cabinet restructure. The by-election for the County Council seat 
vacated following the death of Henry Nicholson was to be held on 2nd May 2019. 
 
D118/18  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Reference was made to recent and forthcoming events at the Centre including 
funeral buffets, children’s parties and an Easter Disco. Following problems with the 
consumption of alcohol brought into the Centre at a recent birthday party for a 
teenager, new arrangements and restrictions were being implemented for youth 
parties. 
 
D119/18 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP 
ISSUES  
 

There was nothing to report. 
 
D120/18  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 

The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 
 

(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (copy attached) 

(b) Consultation on the County Durham Structure Plan Submission. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the correspondence be noted. 
2. That the actions of the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, not to submit any 

further comments on the County Structure Plan be approved. 
 
D121/18  PARISH COUNCIL MEMBER ALLOWANCES 
 

The Council considered a report of the Clerk about Member Allowances following a 
recent report by the County Council’s Remuneration Panel (for copy see file). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That no basic allowances be paid to Parish Councillors, but that subsistence and 
travelling allowances as recommended by the Remuneration Panel be paid where 
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 members are attending outside events. 
 
D122/18  INSURANCE 2019-20 
 

The Clerk reported that details of the renewal policy and charges for insurance with 
Hiscox via Came & Company brokers for 2019-20 had now been received. The cost 
was £461.99. This was the last year of a three year tie-in. In order to ensure that the 
sum was paid to allow the insurance to be in place from 1st April 2019, it had been 
necessary to seek confirmation of the payment with the Chairman of the Council. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions of the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman be confirmed and the 
payment be approved. 
 
D123/18  WEBSITE HOSTING 2018-19 
 

The Clerk reported that the invoice for website hosting by Durham County Council in 
2018-19 had previously been received in the sum of £707.92 (VAT inclusive) and had 
been paid following consultation with the Chairman 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions of the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman be confirmed and 
approved; the payment be authorised and the website hosting be continued for 2019-
20. 
 
D124/18  PARISH PLAN 
 

There was nothing to report. 
 
D125/18  ELDON FUN DAY AND GARDEN COMPETITION 
 

The Clerk reported that the children’s rides were now available on 6th July, but that 
the usual entertainer was not. A local entertainer, Kevin Mangles, had been 
contacted about the event and had just confirmed that he was available. A face-
painter was still to be booked. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the position be noted. 
2. The children’s rides be booked at a cost of £950. 
3. The booking of Mr Mangles be confirmed, at a fee to be arranged. 
 
D126/18 ENERGY EFFICIENCY MEASURES 
 

The Clerk referred to the earmarked expenditure in the budget for a grant to Eldon 
Community Partnership to support energy efficiency measures in Eldon Community 
Centre. Following the submission by a consultant to the ECP of proposals for solar  
PV on the Community Centre roof, the Clerk (on behalf of the Parish Council as 
funding authority) had sought advice from Durham County Council’s energy team 
about the proposals and costings. The DCC officers had advised that the proposals 
were not cost effective and had subsequently visited the Community Centre to 
undertake a survey to determine what other savings might be achieved. 
 
The main recommendation of the DCC officers was that savings in electricity usage 
within the Community Centre of over 60% could be achieved by switching from the 
existing overhead lighting to LED. Changes to more energy efficient equipment, 
including fridges or fridge freezers could also save costs. The Partnership had 
considered the recommendations and wished to proceed with the works. As the  
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Parish Council was funding the works, it had been suggested that the Council seek 
quotations from local contractors on behalf of ECP. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council seeks quotations from at least two contractors for the lighting 
works to consider with the ECP. 
 
D127/18 LAND AT ELDON 
 

The Clerk reported that following an exchange of correspondence with Mr W 
Pennington in relation to the tenancy of the allotment site, Mr Pennington had 
confirmed that he wished to renew the tenancy for a further year from 1st April 2019. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That authority be given for the Council to enter into a lease with Mr Pennington for a 
further year on the existing terms and conditions at a charge of £270 per annum. 
 
D128/18 ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
(a) Hedge cutting – Parish Council Land 
 

The Clerk reported that the hedge had now been cut by Mr Henderson. 
 

(b) Hedge cutting opposite Office Row and Pasture Row  
 

The Clerk reported that, following representations to Eldon Estate the tenant(s) had 
now cut back the hedges. 
 

(c) Quad and motorbike activity on village green and adjoining land 
 

An update was provided on the anti-social behaviour taking place. 
 

(d) Felling of Tree near Pasture Row 
 

Reference was made to the felling of the Cherry Tree adjacent to the garages 
opposite Pasture Row which had been witnessed by the Chairman. This matter had 
been highlighted during a recent multi-agency inspection of the village which had 
included the police. 
 

(e) Multi-Agency meeting to discuss environmental issues in Eldon 
 

This had taken place the previous week and had been attended by representatives 
from Durham County Council, the Police, Neighbourhood Wardens, the agent for 
Lord Eldon, County Councillor Shirley Quinn, Councillor Diane Pennington and the 
Clerk. Mr K Scott from the County Council was to arrange for an audit to be carried 
out to ascertain what actions could be taken in relation to target hardening. During 
the inspection a quad bike was observed driving through Eldon. The Chairman 
advised that boulders to assist in blocking accesses could be obtained at £40 per 
tonne and lifting equipment at £55 per hour. 
 

(f) Fencing etc. at Eldon Bank 
 

The Clerk referred to the earlier discussion with local residents about works being 
undertaken by a local landowner at Eldon and which was a civil matter. 
 

(g) Draining of Pond at Blackie Boy Plantation 
 

The Clerk advised that the County Council had now undertaken works to clear the 
culvert which drained the pond and levels had now fallen significantly. 
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(h) Bus and Youth Shelter Repairs 
 

The Clerk reported that repairs to the Bus and Youth Shelters had now been carried 
out at a total cost of £906.33 including VAT as previously agreed. A letter outlining 
the costs for the Youth Shelter repairs had been forwarded to the parents of the 
youth who had vandalised the shelter and subsequently been charged with criminal 
damage, seeking a contribution towards the costs. No response had yet been 
received. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the payment be approved. 
 

(i) Former Brickworks Site – change of operator 
 

It was reported that an email had been received from the Environment Agency 
indicating the Viridis were no longer operators of the recycling facility at the former 
Brickworks site. The new owners were F D Todd & Sons Ltd. Some shale had been 
removed from the site, but no treatment of waste was being undertaken, nor had any 
permits been sought at present. The new operators were beginning to remove the 
baled waste which had built up and not been processed on site and the Environment 
Agency continued to engage with the new owners in relation to this issue. 
 

(j) Hypodermic Needles in Road Gully at Bottom of Eldon Bank 
 

Members referred to a report of needles in the road gully on Eldon Bank below the 
post box. The Clerk said he would report the matter to the County Council. 
 

(k) Unauthorised Development at Pasture Row 
 

The Clerk referred to the unauthorised development consisting of a two storey rear 
extension at Pasture Row and explained that the County Council had written to the 
occupier asking for the submission of an application for planning permission. If and 
when an application was submitted the Parish Council would have an opportunity to 
comment on the application, although it was stressed that this would need to be on 
planning grounds. 
 
D129/18  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
  
D130/18  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 

A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and confirmed/approved. 
The Clerk advised that, as neither income nor expenditure exceeded £25,000 in 
2018-19 a certificate of exemption from external audit would be sought for the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return. 
 
D131/18  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 

Information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2018 to date was 
considered together with details of petty cash expenditure and the bank reconciliation. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D132/18  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting is to be held on 28th May 2019 and will be the annual meeting of 
the Council, preceded by the annual meeting for electors of the Parish.  
 


