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ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Community Centre            Tuesday   Time:  7.00 p.m. 
Eldon          31st July 2018 
 
Present:  
 

Councillors John Gibson, Paul Henry, Diane Pennington and Toni Wallace. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

County Councillor Shirley Quinn. 
 
D26/18  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Graham Scott and County 
Councillor Stephens. 
 

D27/18  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington declared interests in relation to Agenda Items 8 
and 12 and Councillor Wallace in relation to Item 8 for which dispensations to speak 
and vote had previously been sought and given. 
 
D28/18  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no applications for dispensations. 
 
D29/18  MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 31st May 2018 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D30/18  POLICE LIAISON 
 

There was no representation by the police. Reference was made to the recent 
damage to the Youth Shelter Perspex panel by a local 12 year old boy. The offence 
had been admitted and the police had advised that the parents had given an 
indication that they would make a contribution towards repairs (although they were 
not legally obliged to do so). The Clerk advised that he had sought an estimate for 
repairs from the County Council who had erected the shelter and there were still 
awaited and he asked the Council for its views in relation to a contribution from the 
parents towards the costs. 
 
It was also reported that there had been a recent police raid on a property in Pasture 
Row, 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the issues be noted and that a contribution towards the repair costs, when 
known, be sought from the parents of the young person responsible for the damage.  
 
D31/18  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 

Mr P Wilby (a resident of Shildon who consented to the publication of his name in the 
Minutes) attended to ask a question about what the Parish Council was doing to 
publicise and promote rights of way in Eldon Parish. The Clerk advised that the  
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County Council, as Highway Authority, was the responsible body for rights of way 
issues. However, the Parish Council was intending to carry out works with the 
landowners permission to provide two new stiles on footpaths in the Parish. The 
Parish Council had also carried out works to replace a missing metal gate on a 
County Council kissing gate and, as a landowner itself, it had carried out fencing, 
gating, way-marking and woodland clearance works to facilitate public access on 
rights of way on its land. Provision had been made in the budget for further works 
locally and the County Council had been advised that if there were any works where 
a contribution under Section 43 of the Highways Act might assist, the Parish Council 
would consider a contribution. In relation to publicity, the Parish Council did have 
links from its website to the Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way on the County 
Council website, but future consideration might be given, resources permitting, to 
examine the possibility of a walks leaflet, or further information on the website. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 

D32/18  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

(a) Outside Bodies/Meetings 
 

The Clerk referred to the arrangements which had been put in place by the County 
Council for Temporary Stopover sites for Gypsies and Travellers at Westerton and 
adjacent to the A688 and Bishop Auckland Football Stadium and which appeared to 
have worked well.  
 
(b) County Councillors 
 

It was reported that the budget meetings were to commence. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the issue be noted.  
 
D33/18  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Reference was made to recent events at the Centre and to a forthcoming Halloween 
Event at the Centre. The joint Parish Council/Community Partnership Village Fun 
Day had been well attended. The Clerk asked that the Partnership submit its invoice 
to the Council in due course for the Hire of the Hall and grounds.   
 
D34/18 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP 
ISSUES  
 
Councillor Quinn referred to funding to combat social isolation in relation to people 
aged 50 years upwards which had recently become available (the minimum bid was 
£5K). 
 
D35/18  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 

 

(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (copy attached). 
(b) County Durham Local Plan Consultation. 
(c) Budget Indication from DCC 2018-19 
(d) Request for Funding from Youth Worker at St. John’s Church Shildon  
(e) Request for Parish Councils to fly Red Ensign. 
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(f) CDALC – Allotments and DCC Scrutiny. 
(g) Citizens Advice, County Durham Request for Funding. 
(h) Affordable Housing – Depending upon availability there may be a 

presentation from a representative of Kier. 
(i) Changes to DCC Clean and Green Team. 
(j) Remembrance Day Silhouettes. 
 
In relation to (b) the Clerk advised on the deadline for responses and asked for a 
delegation to respond to DCC in consultation with the Chairman. 
 
With regard to (c), the Clerk advised that the predicted position would see a fall 
(assuming a standstill budget) of £136.19. There was to be a government review of 
local government funding in the near future and it was not known what the position 
would be in relation to the local council tax revenue support grant. Loss of, or a 
significant reduction in the grant, could have serious consequences for the Parish 
Council. 
 
As regards (f), it was agreed there was no need to respond to the DCC questionnaire 
as the Parish Council had no allotments. 
 
With reference to (h), the Clerk advised that a representative from Kier had not been 
able to attend the meeting but arrangements would be made for attendance at a 
future meeting. 
 
In relation to (j) the Clerk outlined the process for grant aid and the provision of 
silhouettes in connection with the Armistice commemoration in 2018. It had been 
necessary to draw up a submission in consultation with the Chairman and the 
response was awaited. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the correspondence be noted and the actions of the Clerk be confirmed. 
2. The Clerk be delegated in consultation with the Chairman to respond to the DCC 

Local Plan consultation 
3. No grant be made in relation to the local youth worker request. 
4. No response be made to the DCC allotment consultation 
5. Arrangements be made for a future presentation by Kier and the village 

walkabout with Mr Pilkington be now arranged. 
6. A grant of £50 be made to Citizens Advice Durham 
7. Arrangements be made (subject to the Silhouette Grant application being 

approved) for a commemorative event to be funded by the Parish Council. 
 
D36/18  ELDON VILLAGE FETE AND GARDEN COMPETITION 
 
The Clerk advised that, although the attendance at the Fete was less than the 
previous year, there had still been a good turn-out. The invoice was awaited from the 
Partnership for the hall hire etc. 
 
The garden competition was to be judged after the conclusion of the Parish Council 
meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and arrangements be made for a fete in July 2019. 
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D37/18  LAND AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
(a) Tenancy of Land at Eldon 
 

Further to the report at the last meeting, the Clerk reported that the tenant of the  
site to the west of Pasture Row had now renewed his tenancy for a further year. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That authority be given for the renewal and signing of the appropriate documents.  
 
(b) Former Brickworks Site 
 

The Clerk advised that it had become apparent that various investigations by the 
Police, the Environment Agency and County Council Planning Officers were ongoing 
at the site, although the exact nature of the issue(s) was not fully known. The Parish 
Council had been asked to report any suspicious activity on the site to the 
Environment Agency. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
D38/18  AUDIT AND ANNUAL RETURN FOR 2017-18   
 
The Clerk referred to the Audit and Annual Return for 2017-18 and Annual Accounts 
approved at the previous meeting. It had been understood that under the new 
arrangements, because a report on the high level of reserves had been issued in 
relation to the previous year’s audit, it was necessary to send for external audit a Part 
3 Return. However, the Parish Council had been subsequently advised that only a 
Part 1 Return should be posted online without external audit unless the Parish 
Council wished to have an external audit. Following the advice received from Mazars 
and consultation with the Chairman and the Council’s internal auditor, a Part 1 
Return had been completed. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the revised return be approved. 
 
D39/18  NEWSLETTER 
 

The Clerk advised that the newsletter had been printed and circulated prior to the 
village fete. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That authority be given for the printing and circulation of the newsletter and any costs 
associated therewith. 
 
D40/18  PARISH PLAN 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D41/18  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
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D42/18  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 25th September 2018 at 
7.00 p.m.  
 
D43/18  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 

A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and confirmed/approved. 
 
D44/18  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 

Information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2018 to date was 
considered together with details of petty cash expenditure and the bank reconciliation. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 


