
ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Eldon Community Centre       Tuesday    Time 7.00 p.m. 
Eldon                27th March 2018 
 
Present: 
 
Councillor John Gibson in the Chair 
 
Councillors Paul Henry, Diane Pennington, Graham Scott and Toni Wallace. 
 
County Councillors Henry Nicholson and Shirley Quinn. 
 
Graham Pilkington – Teesdale/West Durham Land Trust. 
 
Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
 
D111/17  APOLOGIES 
 
An apology for absence was received from County Councillor Stephens. 
 
D112/17  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington declared interests in relation to Item 18 (land and 
tenancy issues), in relation to which dispensations to speak and vote had previously been 
approved by the Council. 
 
D113/17  MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 16th January 2018 were confirmed as a correct record 
and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D114/17  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION 
 
There were no applications for dispensation. 
 
D115/17  AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROVISION IN ELDON 
 
The Council received a presentation from Graham Pilkington of Teesdale/West Durham 
Land Trust about the potential for affordable and related housing provision in Eldon. Mr 
Pilkington explained the role of the Trust as a not for profit Community Interest Company in 
relation to affordable housing and the options that might be available to the Council in 
partnership with the Trust to develop new residential housing on the land owned by the 
Parish Council, as well as other landowners in the village. This might include supporting the 
Council at the basic level, to undertaking the full process up to planning application stage. 
An initial assessment, consisting of a walkabout, would be needed which the Trust was 
happy to undertake at no cost prior to advising of the potential for development. 
 
The Clerk advised that another approach had been made from a potential partner, Kier, and 
this would also need to be considered at the next meeting. It might also be that the Council 
would wish to increase the provision in the current budget and earmarked reserves to 
facilitate any such development. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That arrangements be made for an initial assessment of the feasibility of residential 
development in Eldon, without prejudice to any discussions the Council might have from 
other potential partners. 

 



 
 
2. That arrangements be made for a presentation by Kier at the next meeting of the 

Council. 
 
D116/17  POLICE LIAISON 
 
Councillor Nicholson reported that recent changes in policing in the area now meant that the 
area including Eldon now only had 50% of a sergeant. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Council write to the Police, Victims and Crime Commissioner expressing its concern 
about the matter. 
 
D117/17  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC 
 
The Chairman advised that a request had been received from some local residents about 
undertaking a community litter pick and asking if suitable equipment could be provided. 
 
The Clerk advised that he would investigate the matter and obtain suitable equipment, but a 
risk assessment and clearance from the Council’s insurers might also be needed. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the application be supported and authority given for the purchase of any necessary 
equipment, but that the Clerk investigate the issues raised prior to any further action being 
taken. 
 
D118/17  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
The Clerk reported that he had attended a recent meeting of the CDALC Smaller Local 
Councils Forum at which a discussion had taken place about the Parish and DCC Charter 
and the previous views of some Parish Councils on the need for Parish Councils to receive 
details of pre-application discussions on potential planning applications in line with 
suggested best practice on this issue. There had been general support at the meeting for 
this approach. The meeting had also been attended by Ron Hogg, Police, Victims and Crime 
Commissioner, to explain the background to the precept increase for policing. Mr Hogg had 
also sought to reassure Parish Councils about the withdrawal of police attendance as a 
matter of routine at Parish Council meetings, indicating that efforts would always be made 
for attendance in relation to requests from Councils about discussions on matters of specific 
concern. 
 
The Clerk further reported that Councillor Pennington and himself had attended a recent 
meeting of the Travellers Forum. Three potential new stopover sites were being investigated 
and assessed. 
 
Councillor Nicholson referred to the background to the County Council’s Council tax increase 
for which the tax demands were currently being issued. The increase was equivalent to 
£7.50 per annum on a Band A property. 
 
D119/17  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Reference was made to the forthcoming Easter Disco at the Community Centre; to problems 
with the bills from BT for telephone and broadband services; and to a recent request from a 
local resident to hire the Centre for an Hawaii Night.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
D120/17 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP ISSUES  
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D121/17 CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 

 
(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (copy attached). 
(b) Consultation by the Committee on Standards in Public Life. 
(c) Consultation on National Planning Policy Framework. 
(d) County Council and Parish Council Charter – update. 
(e) Eldon Brickworks Site – Environment Agency. 
(f) Approach from Newton Press to use its services. 
(g) County Durham School Benevolent Fund - request for donation. 
 
In relation to the CDALC report, the Clerk referred to the arrangements with the New 
External Auditor, Mazars, and to a forthcoming training session organised by the County 
Training Partnership at County Hall. The Clerk also referred to the recent exchange of 
correspondence with the Environment Agency about the former Eldon Brickworks site which 
had indicated that a representative from Viridis would be in touch to explain what was 
happening on the site. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

(i) That the CDALC schedule and correspondence be noted and authority be given for the 
Clerk to attend the Mazars training session. 

(ii) That no responses be made to the consultations. 
(iii) The Charter update be noted. 
(iv) Contact from Viridis be awaited in relation to the former Brickworks site. 
(v) That a donation of £50 be made to the School Benevolent Fund. 
(vi) That the Parish continue with the existing print and distribution arrangements with 

Shildon Town Crier.   
 
D122/17  GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS UPDATE 
 
The Clerk provided an update on progress with and the implications of the General Data 
Protection Regulations which would come into force on 25th May 2018 and would have a 
significant impact on the work of the Parish Council. It was important that the Council comply 
with the requirements to avoid prosecution/fine. 
 
NALC had recently produced a toolkit and the Clerk would be assessing/implementing this. 
There was a need however to ensure that the Parish Council laptop was adequately 
protected which would require encryption software; that Parish Council documents were held 
securely in lockable cabinets and that a Data Protection Officer be appointed to advise/audit 
the Council in relation to GDPR. 
 
The Council also considered a report about a retention of documents policy for the Council 
(for copy see file of Minutes). The Clerk advised that the policy would ensure that non-
essential data would not be held longer than necessary by the Council, thus reducing any 
risk associated with GDPR. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Clerk be authorised, in consultation with the Chairman, to undertake the 
necessary actions in relation to the NALC Toolkit and to procure appropriate software 
and equipment to ensure the security of any data held by the Council and also to procure 
the services of a Data Protection Officer. 

2. That the retention of documents policy be adopted by the Council. 
 
 



 
 
D123/17  RENEWAL OF CONTRACT WITH DCC FOR FLOWERBED MAINTENANCE 
 
The Clerk advised that the contract with Durham County Council for maintenance of the 
flowerbeds at the Gateway was due for renewal and instructions were sought from the 
Parish Council in relation to this matter. It was suggested that an approach also be made to 
Shildon Town Council to determine if it wished to undertake the work. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk contact Shildon Town Council to determine whether it wishes to submit a bid 
for the work. 
 
D124/17  INSURANCE 2018-2019 
 
The Clerk referred to the Council’s insurance cover for 2018-19 which had to be paid before 
the beginning of each financial year and he reported that the insurance, which was in the 
second year of a three year tie-in in any event, had recently been renewed, following 
consultation with the Chairman, in the sum of £439.60. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions of the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, be confirmed and the 
payment be authorised.  
 
D125/17   PARISH PLAN 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D126/17  ANNUAL VILLAGE FETE AND GARDEN COMPETITIOIN  
 
The Clerk referred to the 2018 village fete to be held on 7th July and the subsequent garden 
competition and sought instructions about the date of the garden competition. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That judging for the garden competition be held on Sunday 22nd July commencing at 10.00 
a.m. 
 
D127/17  TENANCY – FORMER ALLOTMENTS LAND AT ELDON  
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington declared interests for which dispensations to speak and 
vote had previously been approved. 
 
The Clerk reported that he had contacted the existing tenant for the former allotments site to 
determine whether he wished to continue his tenancy in 2018-19 and had been advised by 
the tenant that he wished to continue with the agreement. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That arrangements be made for an agreement with the prospective tenant for a further year 
on the existing terms and conditions. 
 
D128/17  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
The following issues were reported and discussed: 
 

 Cutting of Hedges – Parish Council land – now undertaken 

 Provision of stiles on public right of way through field to adjacent to Office Row – 
Eldon Estate had now given permission for the Parish Council to undertake this work. 

 Flytipping – there had been several instances of flytipping adjacent to Office Row. 
 



 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the position be noted. 
2. The Clerk be authorised, in consultation with the Chairman, to seek a quotation for the 

provision of the stiles from the Council’s existing fencing contractor. 
 
D129/17  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 
Reference was made to the ongoing problems with a development at 35 Pasture Rows. The 
Clerk advised that the County Council had indicated there was no requirement for planning 
permission. It was not known whether there were breaches in relation to Building 
Regulations but this was not an issue for the Parish Council. 
  
D130/17  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 
A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and APPROVED (for copy see file 
of minutes). 
 
D131/17  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 
Information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2017 to date was considered 
together with details of petty cash expenditure and the bank reconciliation (for copies see file 
of minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D132/17  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 29th May 2018 at 7.00 p.m. and will 
be preceded by the annual meeting for parishioners.  
 


