
ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Eldon Community Centre       Tuesday    Time 7.00 p.m. 
Eldon             16th January 2018 
 
Present: 
 
Councillor John Gibson in the Chair 
 

Councillors Paul Henry, Diane Pennington, Graham Scott and Toni Wallace. 
 

County Councillor Shirley Quinn. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
D92/17  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors Henry Nicholson and Brian 
Stephens and from Trish Pemberton in relation to Item 6 (Darlington to Stockton Railway 
Bicentenary). 
 
D93/17  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson, Pennington and Wallace declared interests in relation to Items 9, 13 and 
16 on the agenda for which dispensations to speak and vote had previously been approved 
by the Council. Additionally, Councillor Wallace declared an interest in relation to Item 17(a). 
 
D94/17  MINUTES 
 
The minutes of meeting held on 28th November 2017 were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
D95/17  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION 
 
The Council considered an application for a dispensation to speak and vote from Councillor 
T Wallace concerning development at No. 35 Pasture Row, Eldon, as a tenant of a 
neighbouring property. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That a dispensation be granted for a period of one year. 
 
D96/17  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC 
 
There were no questions. 
 
D97/17  STOCKTON TO DARLINGTON RAILWAY BICENTENARY 
 
The Clerk advised that Trish Pemberton had submitted apologies and had asked that this 
item be deferred to another meeting as she was not yet in possession of relevant financial 
costings to enable a bid for grant to be recommended. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That consideration of this issue be deferred to a future meeting. 
 
D98/17  POLICE LIAISON 
 
There were no issues to consider. 



 
D99/17  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
(a) Outside Bodies/Meetings 

 

The Clerk advised that Councillor Scott and himself had attended the Community Carol 
Service at St Mark’s Church in December 2017. He also referred to a forthcoming meeting of 
the South Durham Residents, Business and Travellers Forum which both he and Councillor 
Pennington proposed to attend on 22nd January. Arrangements were also being made by the 
Forum for a site visit during the week commencing 29th January to look at a possible 
additional stop over site in 2018. None of the sites proposed were in Eldon. 
 
(b) County Councillors 
 

Councillor Quinn referred to the budget for 2018-19 which the County Council would soon be 
meeting to determine. An important decision also needed to be made about future 
accommodation requirements of the County Council, following the proposed demolition of 
County Hall and redevelopment of the site. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the issues be noted.  
 
D100/17  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Diane Pennington reported on the successful Halloween Disco; the forthcoming Christmas 
Disco for young people and on the Christmas lunch for older people both of which had been 
well attended and also to recent private children’s parties held at the Community Centre. 
 
D101/17 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP ISSUES  
 
The Council was advised that the next meeting of the Partnership was to be held on 25th 
January. Councillor Quinn referred to funding availability for new business start ups. 
 
D102/17  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 

 

(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (for copy see file) 
(b) Proposed Listing of Eldon War Memorial 
(c) Letter from HMRC about revised VAT recovery arrangements 
(d) Eldon Fun Day – 7th July 2018 – Confirmation of booking of Mr Twister 
(e) Any other correspondence. 
 

In relation to the CDALC report, the Clerk outlined some of the major developments which 
would impact on the Parish Council in the coming months. As regards (b) above, the Clerk 
advised that following consultation with the Chairman, no objections had been raised to the 
proposed listing of Eldon War Memorial.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the correspondence be noted. 
2. That, in relation to (b) above, the actions of the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman, 

be approved. 
3. That authority be given for the Clerk to attend the proposed CDALC training session from 

Mazars on the new audit arrangements.  
4. That authority be given for payment of Mr Twister’s fee (in part or full) for 7th July 2018. 
 
D103/17  PARISH PLAN  
 
There was nothing to report. 
 



 
D104/17  APLICATION FOR GRANT 
 
The Council considered an application from Eldon Community Partnership for the annual 
grant. The application for 2081-19 was for £1400 (the grant was £1300 in 2017-18).  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the grant of £1400 be approved.  
 
D105/17  BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2018-19 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk about the budget and precept for 2018-19, 
together with a schedule showing the budget for 2017-18 and Outturn and proposed budget 
for 2018-19 (for copy see file).  
 
The Clerk advised that because of a recalculation in the tax base for the Parish in 2018-19 
the tax base and thus precept raising potential had risen, although the continuing year on 
year reductions by the County Council in relation to the amount of LCTRS grant passported 
over had mitigated this to some extent. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the budget for 2018-19 be £12,640. Taking into account the LCTRS grant of £1,910, 
this would result in a precept of £10,730 and a Band D Council Tax rate of £117.65, a 
decrease of 1p from the current year’s rate. 
 
D106/17 LAND ISSUES IN ELDON 
 

The following issues were considered: 
 

(a) Hedge works on Parish Council Land 
(b) Possible improvements to Rights of Way in Parish 
 

The Clerk advised that he had sought an updated quote from MH Fencing about the cutting 
of the hedge west of Pasture Row and an indication of when the works could be carried out 
before the nesting season. This was still awaited.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That items (a) and (b) be noted. 

 

D107/17 ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 

The Council considered the following issues: 
 

(a) Development at No. 35 Pasture Row 
(b) Former Eldon Brickworks Site - Operations. 
 

In relation to the development at No. 35 Pasture Row, the Clerk advised that the County 
Council had now advised that the development was lawful and constituted permitted 
development. Reference was made to whether the development met relevant building 
control criteria, but the Council was advised this was an issue more likely to be pursued by 
the neighbours. The Clerk advised that he would circulate to members a copy of an article 
on what constituted permitted development. If further development took place on the site and  
 
a planning application or applications were submitted, the Parish Council would be a 
statutory consultee and able to respond in relation to material planning considerations. 
As regards (b), concerning the rumours circulating locally about works at the former Eldon 
Brickworks site and the laying off of local people working at the site, the Clerk advised that 



he had spoken to the planning officer at Durham County Council who had dealt with the 
original application and had been advised that some operations had been halted since 2017  
by the Environment Agency (which the Parish Council was aware of). This related to the 
importation of contaminated waste and the company was supposed to be working towards a 
deadline to remove this material. The Clerk agreed to contact the planning officer and/or the 
Environment Agency to obtain more information about what was going on at the site. 
Members also referred to tankers entering the site and there were concerns about what 
materials were being carried into the site. 
 

Other issued raised in the discussion related to: 
 

(c) Theft of wooden fencing on boundary of Black Boy Plantation (owned by DCC) 

(d) Quad Bikes driving at speed across the village green, then across the main road and into 

Black Boy Plantation. 

(e) Damaged seat opposite the children’s playground 

(f) The hedges/trees on County Council land bordering the village green opposite Office 

Row, which needed cutting back/thinning. 

(g) The damaged seat on Eldon Bank towards Shildon. 

(h) Damage to sign and fencing at Eldon Gateway following accident at crossroads in 2017. 

In relation to (c), the Clerk advised that he thought this issue had been previously reported to 
DCC, but he would report it again. In connection with (e), this matter would again be 
reported to the County Council, although members might recall at the previous Council 
meeting, the possibility of making a contribution towards repairs/replacement of this seat had 
been discussed. As regards (g) the Clerk had spoken to Eversheds. The cost of the repairs 
and strengthening of the seat was estimated at £105. Following the accident at Eldon 
crossroads referred to at (h) the Clerk had contacted the County Council and had been 
advised that repairs would be carried out and recharged to the driver’s insurance company, 
but he would contact the Council to see when the repairs were proposed. There was also an 
outstanding issue about a request for “STOP” signage he would pursue. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the above issues be noted. 
2. That in relation to (a) above, the Clerk circulate details of permitted development rights 

information to members of the Council. 
3. In relation to (b), the Clerk contact either the planning officer or Environment Agency as 

appropriate to determine what issues are affecting the operations at the former Eldon 
Brickworks site and to report the tanker issues. 

4. That the issues raised in items (c) – (f) and (h) be reported to the County Council and in 
relation to (c) – (d) the police also be advised. In the case of (e) above, that the Parish 
Council also make an offer to the County Council to contribute towards the repair or 
replacement of the seat. 

5. That Eversheds be asked to expedite the repairs to the seat on Eldon Bank. 
6. The County Council be asked when the repairs to the fencing and sign at Eldon Gateway 

are likely to be carried out. 
 
D108/17  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
  
D109/17  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 

A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and APPROVED (for copy see file 
of minutes) and information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2017 to date and 
bank reconciliation information was noted. 
 
D110/17  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 27th March 2018 at 7.00 p.m.   
 


