
ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Eldon Community Centre       Tuesday    Time 7.00 p.m. 
Eldon               31st January 2017 
 
Present: 
 
Councillor John Gibson in the Chair 
 
Councillors Diane Pennington, Paul Henry and Toni Wallace. 
 
County Councillor Henry Nicholson. 
 
Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
 
D101/16  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Graham Scott (work commitments) 
and County Councillors Trish Pemberton and Brian Stephens. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That Councillor Scott’s apology be approved. 
 
D102/16  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson, Pennington and Wallace declared interests in relation to Items 9 and 15 
on the agenda, and Councillors Gibson and Pennington in relation to Item 16 on the agenda, 
in relation to which dispensations to speak and vote had previously been approved by the 
Council. 
 
D103/16  MINUTES 
 
The minutes of meeting held on 29th November 2016 were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
D104/16  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION 
 
There were no applications for dispensation. 
 
D105/16  POLICE LIAISON 
 
There was no representation by the police.   
 
D106/16  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC 
 
There were no questions. 
 
D107/16  ELDON BRICKWORKS PLANNING APPLICATION 
 
The Clerk reported that following representations received from the public about HGVs 
travelling to the Eldon Brickworks site from the north along the main road, he had contacted 
the planning case officer at Durham County in relation to the planning conditions for the new 
materials recycling facility. The officer had advised that whilst conditions could and had been 
imposed on vehicles leaving the curtilage of the site to turn left onto the main road, it was not 
possible to impose conditions about which direction vehicles travelling to the site should 
follow. 



 
RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the position be noted. 
2. An early meeting of the Liaison Committee be sought once the plant is operational to 

ensure that Viridis Environmental adheres to the commitments previously given in the 
planning application that vehicles travelling to the site will do so only from the south. 

 
D108/16  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
(a) Outside Bodies/Meetings 

 

The Clerk referred to the arrangements for forthcoming meetings of the South Durham 
Residents, Business and Travellers Forum. It was reported that no sites locally had been 
deemed suitable for temporary stop over areas. 
 
(b) County Councillors 
 

Councillor Nicholson referred to the budget and precept for 2017-18 which included an 
additional increase in relation to social care as permitted by the Government.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the issues be noted.  
 
D109/16  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Reference was made to regular once-weekly bookings of the Centre by a Health Visitor for 
drop in sessions. It was reported that the Centre’s electricity supplier had been changed. 
Bookings had been relatively low otherwise. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D110/16 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP ISSUES  
 
Councillor Nicholson reported that the AAP had now set its priorities for 2017-18 as follows: 
 

 Children, Young People and Families 

 Community Safety 

 Employment, Enterprise and Training. 
 
The AAP would also be looking to recruit new public representatives to the Board in the near 
future. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the information be noted. 
 
D111/16  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 

 

(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (copy attached) 
(b) Royal Garden Party Nomination 
(c) The Big Spring Clean 
(d) County Durham and Darlington Fire and Rescue Service Public Consultation 
(e) Postal Deliveries in Eldon – Inquiry from Parishoner 
(f) Pension Regulator Staging date 
 



 
 
(g) Garden Waste Collection Service 
(h) Adult Learning Courses 
(i) Elections Training for Clerks/Councillors. 
(j) Parish Council Insurance 2017-18. 
 
The Clerk advised that, unfortunately, the Parish Council’s nomination for attendance at the 
Royal Garden Party had been unsuccessful. 
 
With regard to postal deliveries, the Clerk advised that the owner of the Old Vicarage had 
enquired with the Parish Council about the status of the highway serving the property from 
the main road, following the decision of Royal Mail to cease postal deliveries to the property 
because of difficulties with vehicular access by Royal Mail Vehicles. The route involved was 
Byway No. 9. The Clerk had asked the County Council to look at status of the byway to 
determine if it had any responsibilities in relation to the surface.  
 
In relation to the Parish Council’s insurance, the Clerk referred to recent contact with the 
Council’s insurance brokers who had offered to obtain three quotations from insurers in 
relation to insurance from 2017 onwards. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the correspondence be noted 
2. That the Parish Council respond positively to the Fire and Rescue IRM consultation in 

relation to continued work with the North East Ambulance Service on emergency medical 
response services and also, further collaboration with health services. 

3. The position regarding Byway No.9 be noted, maintenance of the same not being the 
Parish Council’s responsibility. 

4. Authority be given for the Clerk to attend the Elections Training Session on 1st March at a 
cost of £27. 

5. That the Clerk be delegated, in consultation with the Chairman, to determine and agree 
the insurance arrangements for 2017-18 onwards (with preference for a three year tie-in) 
once the quotations have been obtained by Came & Company brokers.  

 
D112/16  PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE  
 
The Clerk referred to the end of free hosting by the County Council of the Parish Council’s 
website and the need to have a new website in place from 1st April to comply with the 
Transparency Regulations requirements. Research n the internet had shown there were 
some providers, with costs varying from £200 - £500. The cost of entering into a Service 
Level Agreement with Durham County for one year would be approximately £500 and would 
prevent any difficulties relating to archived minutes and reports involved in moving to another 
provider. It was recommended that, an SLA with the County Council be entered into for a 
trial period of one year given the specialist nature of the service being provided. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Parish Council enter into a Service Level Agreement with Durham County Council 
for website provision and hosting for a period of one year from 1st April 2017, the final costs 
to be determined in consultation with the County Council. 
 
D113/16  BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2017–18 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk about the budget and precept for 2017-18 (for 
copy see file).  
 
Details of expenditure against budget were also provided, together with the various options 
in relation to a standstill budget or percentage increases. The Clerk advised that because of 
a recalculation in the tax base for the Parish in 2017-18 the tax base and thus precept  
 



 
 
 
raising potential had fallen, although the continuing year on year reductions by the County 
Council in relation to the amount of LCTRS grant passported over had mitigated this. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the budget for 2017-18 be £12,375. Taking into account the LCTRS grant of £2,468, 
this would result in a precept of £9,907 and a Band D Council Tax rate of £117.66, an 
increase of 1.9% from the current year’s rate. 
 
D114/16  PARISH PLAN 
 

There was nothing to report. 
 
D115/16  APPLICATION FOR GRANT 
 

The Clerk referred to an application for a grant of £1300 by the Community Partnership, this 
being the annual grant, for 2017-18. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That a grant of £1,300 be made for 2017-18. 
 
D116/16  LAND AT ELDON 
 

The Council considered the following issues: 
 

(a) Tenancy of the former allotments site for 2017-18 
(b) Arrangements for the lease of the newly fenced field west of Pasture Row.  
(c) With reference to the parking issues below the garages at Pasture Row, the Clerk 

advised that Eldon Estates were happy to grant permission for bird’s mouth fencing and 
the erection of a footpath fingerpost on the land to prevent illegal parking. 

 
In relation to the newly fenced land west of Pasture Row, the Clerk reported that he had 
been advised by the Clerk to Shildon Town Council that one of the Council allotment holders 
might be interested in leasing the new site. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the tenancy of the allotments site for 2017-18 be offered to the sitting tenant on the 
same basis and rent as in the current year. 

2. Arrangements be made for the further fencing and gate works prior to letting the newly 
fenced land  

 
D117/16  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 

The Clerk advised that he had been contacted by Durham County Council’s Anti-Social 
Behaviour Team about the sale of vehicles from the grassed area above the Parish Notice 
Board. He had advised the County Council that the land was owned by Eldon Estates and 
details of the person(s) believed to be selling the vehicles had also been passed on to the 
County Council. 
 
Reference was made to the burning of rubbish and the remains of debris on “bonfire site” on 
the land newly registered to the Parish Council. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the issues be noted. 
 
 
 



 
 
D118/16  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
  
D119/16  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 28th March 2017 at 7.00 p.m.  
 
D120/16  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 
D121/16  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 

A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and APPROVED (for copy see file 
of minutes). 
 
D122/16  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 

Information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2016 to date was considered 
together with details of petty cash expenditure and the bank reconciliation (for copies see file 
of minutes). 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 


