
ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Eldon Community Centre      Tuesday    Time 7.00 p.m. 
Eldon            27th September 2016 
 
Present: 
 
Councillor John Gibson in the Chair 
 
Councillors Diane Pennington, Paul Henry, Graham Scott (from Minute No. D61/16) and 
Toni Wallace. 
 
Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
 
D56/16  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors Trish Pemberton and Brian 
Stephens. 
 
D57/16  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington declared interests in relation to Item 18 on the agenda, 
in relation to which dispensations to speak and vote had previously been approved by the 
Council. 
 
D58/16  MINUTES 
 
The minutes of meeting held on 26th July 2016 were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
D59/16  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION 
 
There were no applications for dispensation. 
 
D60/16  DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S MEDAL 
 
The Chairman referred to the recent award of the County Council Chairman’s Medal for 
young people to Kyle Scott in relation to the Bishop Auckland and Shildon Action Partnership 
area and he presented Kyle with a certificate of congratulation from the Parish Council. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council formally place on record its congratulations to Kyle Scott on the 
award of the Durham County Council Chairman’s medal for young people. 
 
D61/16  CO-OPTION 
 
The Clerk reported that an application had been received from Mr Graham Scott of Eldon for 
the co-opted member vacancy on the Parish Council. Mr Scott outlined his reasons for 
applying. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Mr Scott be co-opted as a member of the Council subject to completion of the relevant 
documentation. 
 
Mr Scott then signed the acceptance of office form. 



D62/16  POLICE LIAISON 
 
The police were represented by Simon Huntingdon who reported that since the last meeting 
a report had been received of damage caused by a brick thrown through the window of a 
property on South Row. There had also been a theft – of a mobile phone - from a property 
on Eldon Bank.  
 
Reference was made by members to a problem apparently caused by a domestic dispute at 
Pasture Row which had caused a nearby neighbour to be frightened. The officer agreed to 
investigate. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted and the officer thanked for his attendance. 
 
D63/16  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC 
 
There were no questions. 
 
D64/16 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
The Clerk referred to recent planning applications at Eldon Hall Farm, Old Eldon consisting 
of amendments and additions to the existing planning permission for development of the 
barns, together with a new application for 1 No. detached dwelling. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That no objections be raised to the proposals. 
 
D65/16  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
The Clerk referred to the arrangements being made for the establishment of a Traveller 
Forum for South West Durham, the inaugural meeting of which he had attended together 
with Councillor Diane Pennington. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and the Parish Council participate in meetings of the Forum.  
 
D66/16  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Reference was made to a forthcoming Halloween event to be held on 29th October and to 
bookings of the Community Centre by the Cobweb orchestra for an event, and to two 
bookings for parties. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D67/16 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP ISSUES  
 
County Councillor Nicholson reported that the AAP Board meeting had been held the 
previous week when a presentation had been given on the County Council’s Medium Term 
Financial Plan. The position regarding the budget of the County Council would become even 
more difficult over the next couple of years. 
 
Councillor Nicholson also reported that a sum of £10K was available from the AAP which 
could be bid against for young people’s projects. 
 



D68/16  ANNUAL RETURN AND AUDIT FOR 2015-16 
 
It was noted that BDO LLP had now completed the audit and issued the Extended Auditors 
Certificate and Opinion, together with their comments regarding the approval of the Annual 
Return which was to be displayed according to regulations (for copies see file of Minutes). 
There was no separate report on this occasion.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Annual Return be approved and the documents referred to in this Minute be 
appended to the Minutes as an integral part. 
 
D69/16  GARDEN COMPETITION 2016 
 
The Clerk referred to the Garden Competition 2016 and to the presentations immediately 
prior to the meeting of the Parish Council of the competition prizes and certificates to the 
following category winners: 
 

 Best Flower Garden – Mr & Mrs. J Allison (23 Pasture Row)  

 Best Kept Garden – Dawn Stapleton and Michael Donnelly (3 New Row) 

 Best Vegetable Garden/Plot – Joint Winners: Mrs J A Rigg (24 Eldon Bank) and Mr & 
Mrs S Davey (25 Office Row)     

 Most Improved or New Garden – Joint Winners Mrs E Fletcher (34 Pasture Row) and Mr 
P Iley (19 Eldon Bank) 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D70/16 CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 

 

(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (for copy see file of Minutes) 
(b) Letter from Durham County Council about indicative budget and precept for 2017-18 
(c) Consultation by Durham County Council on Implementation of a Public Space 

Protection Order (PSPO) for dog control 
(d) 70th Annual General Meeting of CDALC - Saturday 22nd October 2016 at 10:00 am in 

the Council Chamber, County Hall, Durham 
(e) Workshop/meeting with County Durham MP’s: 14th October 2016 at Murton 
(f) Proposed setting up of Residents/Travellers Forum for South Durham – DCC 
(g) Response to DCC Consultation on County Durham Plan 
(h) Pensions Regulator. 
 

In relation to the letter from the County Council setting out the indicative calculations for the 
2017-18 budget the Clerk reported that, because of a reduction in the Council tax base and 
in the LCTRS funding, the overall position was that the Council would be £233.02 worse off 
than in 2016-17 assuming a standstill budget. 
 

As regards the County Council’s proposals for a PSPO Dog Control Order, the Clerk advised 
that the Children’s Playground off Eldon Bank would be included within the order. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the correspondence be noted 
2. The position regarding the budget calculations be noted and the final budget and precept 

be determined at the meeting of the Council in January 2017. 
3. The Parish Council supports the implementation by the County Council of a Public 

Space Protection Order for Dog Control. 
4. That the Clerk attends the CDALC AGM at Durham on 22nd October 2016. 
5. The response to the County Council’s County Durham Plan consultation (as previously 

circulated) be confirmed. 



6. The Chairman write to Clerk about the Pensions Auto Enrolment Scheme arrangements. 
 
D71/16  PARISH PLAN 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D72/16  APPLICATION FOR GRANT 
 
Councillor Pennington advised that an application for grant by the Community Partnership 
for the Christmas parties would be made at the next meeting of the Council. 
 
D73/16  LAND AT ELDON 
 
The Clerk advised that the application to register land west of Pasture Row as transferred 
from the County Council was still at the Land Registry. 
 
The fencing works on the land further to south by the contractors were shortly to commence. 
 
D74/16  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
The Council received information about the following: 
 

(a) Car Parking on land opposite bottom of Pasture Row near public right of way. 
(b) Activity at Brickworks Site 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Clerk contact Eldon Estates about the parking issue, with a view to erecting 
birds mouth fencing on the perimeter of the land, together with new signage for the 
public right of way. 

2. That the Clerk seek information from the County Council about progress with the 
brickworks site following the grant of planning permission. 

 
D75/16  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
  
D76/16  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 29th November 2016 at 7.00 p.m.  
 
D77/16  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 
D78/16  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 

A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and APPROVED (for copy see file 
of minutes). 
 
D79/16  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 

Information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2016 to date was considered 
together with details of petty cash expenditure and the bank reconciliation (for copies see file 
of minutes). 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 


