
ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Eldon Community Centre      Tuesday    Time 7.00 p.m. 
Eldon              29th March 2016 
 
Present: 
 
Councillor John Gibson in the Chair 
 
Councillors Paul Henry, Diane Pennington and Toni Wallace. 
 
County Councillors Henry Nicholson and Trish Pemberton. 
 
PC Steve Brown – Durham Constabulary 
 
Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
 
 
D121/15  APOLOGIES 
 
An apology for absence was received from County Councillor Brian Stephens. 
 
D122/15  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington declared interests in relation to Item 17 (land and 
tenancy issues), in relation to which dispensations to speak and vote had previously been 
approved by the Council. 
 
D123/15  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION 
 
There were no applications for dispensation. 
 
D124/15  MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 26th January 2016 were confirmed as a correct record 
and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D125/15  POLICE LIAISON 
 
(a) Crime Statistics 
 
PC Steve Brown reported the following incidents since the last meeting of the Council: 
 

 Assault at Blue House farm on landowner – some of the perpetrators had been 
apprehended 

 Theft of JCB roller from Brickyard site. 
 
(b) Alleged Illegal Activities at Property on Eldon Bank 
 
The Clerk referred to the receipt of anonymous letter alleging various illegal activities being 
carried out at a property on Eldon Bank which had been passed to the police. PC Brown 
provided a briefing on the situation in relation to gathering of evidence and advised that the 
occupier of the property was subject to an order for payment of monies under the Proceeds 
of Crime Act in relation to previous offences committed. The situation would continue to be 
monitored. 
 
 
 



D126/15  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC 
 
The Clerk reported that no questions had been submitted and there were no members of the 
public present. 
 
D127/15  PLANNING APPLICATION – ELDON BRICKWORKS SITE 
 
The Clerk reported that following a recent discussion with the planning case officer, it had 
been indicated that the application was likely to go to Committee for determination in April. 
County Councillor Nicholson advised that he was aware of some outstanding issues to be 
resolved which were likely to delay consideration of the application beyond this date. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the position be noted. 
 
D128/15  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
Councillors Nicholson and Pemberton reported on proposals by the AAP to establish a 
Traveller Forum along the lines of that which currently operated in the Teesdale AAP area. 
 
Members of the Parish Council were also asked if they were aware of any suitable areas 
within the Parish which might serve as additional stopover sites during the annual traveller 
migration. Reference was made by Parish Councillors to some of previous difficulties 
encountered with illegal encampments in the area and the impact this had had upon the 
perceptions and attitudes of local people. 
 
Councillor Pemberton referred to recently agreed priorities of the Bishop Auckland and 
Shildon AAP for 2016-17. These were: 
 

 Children and Young People 

 Aspirations and Employment 

 Community Safety. 
 
Reference was also made to the opportunities for young people to apply for grants of up to 
£500 for projects from the AAP. 
 
Councillor Nicholson provided an update in relation to the consultation by the County Council 
about the devolution arrangements for the North East local authorities and advised that 
Gateshead Borough Council had now decided to withdraw from the arrangements. 
 
D129/15  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
An update was provided on forthcoming events at the Community Centre and also in relation 
to a recent birthday party held in the Centre which had been marred by under-age drinking 
by a small number of teenage girls who had smuggled drinks into the Centre and once 
discovered had been asked to leave.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
 D130/15 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP ISSUES  
 
There was nothing further to report. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the AAP Co-ordinator be invited to a future meeting of the Parish Council. 
 



D131/15 CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 

 
(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (copy attached). 
(b) Installation of Youth Shelter – Delays by DCC in installation. 
(c) Pensions Regulator – Requirements in relation to auto enrolment. 
(d) Citizens Advice Bureau – Request for Donation. 
(e) Children’s Foundation – Request for Donation. 
(f) County of Durham School Benevolent Fund – Request for Donation. 
(g) Durham County Council – Withdrawal of County Durham Plan. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

(i) That the schedule of correspondence from CDALC be noted 
(ii) That County Councillor Stephens be advised of the delays in installation of the Youth 

Shelter and be asked to seek to progress this matter.  
(iii) That a donation of £50 be made to the Citizen’s Advice Bureau, but no donations be 

made to the Children’s Foundation or to the County of Durham School Benevolent 
Fund on this occasion. 

 (iv) That the remaining correspondence be noted. 
 
D132/15 DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL   
 
(a) Consultation by Durham County Council on Review of Youth Services 
 
The Clerk reported on a consultation by Durham County Council about a review of Youth 
Services. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That no representations/comments be made. 
 
(b) Chairman’s Medal Nomination 
 
The Clerk reported that the Chairman of the County Council had included an additional 
category for the Chairman’s medal in 2016 for young people. Because of the timescale and 
following consultation with the Chairman of the Parish Council, it had been decided to 
nominate Kyle Scott, who was well known to the Council and members of the Eldon 
Community Partnership for his involvement in the Centre and in other issues locally and it 
was considered he was deemed worthy of nomination. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the nomination be confirmed. 
 
133/15  RENEWAL OF ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR MAINTENANCE OF GATEWAY 
FLOWERBEDS 
 
The Clerk reported that the County Council had asked the Parish Council if it wished to 
continue with the contract for maintainence of the gateway flowerbeds in 2016-2017 at a 
cost of £422.71 (inclusive of VAT). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the contract be entered into and approval given for the expenditure of £422.71. 
 
D134/15  INSURANCE 2016-17 
 
The Clerk referred to the current three year tie in for the Parish Council’s insurance with  
 
 



 
Aviva via brokers Came & Co. Ltd. The renewal had now been received which also included 
cover for the proposed youth shelter at a cost for 2016-17 of £509.91 and, following 
consultation with the Chairman in view of the timescale, the insurance had been renewed.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions of the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman be approved and the 
expenditure of £509.91 be authorised.  
  
D135/15  PARISH PLAN 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D136/15  ELDON FUN DAY AND ANNUAL GARDEN COMPETITION   
 
The Clerk sought instructions from the Council in relation to the dates and arrangements for 
(1) Eldon Fun Day and (2) the annual garden competition.  Given the recent national 
publicity about an accident involving an inflatable castle which had resulted in a fatality, and 
also the difficulties previously encountered in seeking a licence for use of the village green  
from the County Council, it was suggested that this should not form part of the event in 2016. 
Initial enquiries with the kiddies ride provider had indicated that an additional ride for children 
might be able to be provided within the community centre car park, at an additional cost, 
making a total of three in all. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

(a) That the Eldon Fun Day be held on Saturday 16th July 2016 on the same basis as in 
2015, but without the provision of any inflatables; and authority be given for the Clerk in 
consultation with the Chairman to negotiate and agree with the fairground ride provider 
the provision of an additional ride. 

(b) That Eldon Garden competition be held on Sunday 24th July with the inspection 
commencing at 10.00 a.m. 

 
D137/15  TENANCIES – LAND AT ELDON 
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington declared interests for which dispensations to speak and 
vote had previously been approved. 
 
The Clerk reported that the tenancy for the former allotments site would expire on 31st  
March 2016. In accordance with the previous decision of the Council the tenancy had been 
offered to the existing tenant and he had indicated his desire to continue with the tenancy in 
2016-17. 
 
In relation to the arrangements for the prospective lease of the other area of land owned by 
the Council west of Pasture Row, the Clerk reported that, following a visit from an officer 
from the County Council’s Assets Team, the boundaries for the fencing had now been 
determined and the prospective tenant could now be advised that, subject to satisfactory 
completion of the fencing, an agreement could now be entered into.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the agreement for the former allotments site be entered into. 
2. That, subject to completion of the required fencing on the Council’s land west of Pasture 

Row, an agreement be entered into for the tenancy for grazing on that land (with 
inclusion for a reclaim element for the reasonable costs of any fencing works carried out 
by the tenant). 

 
D138/15  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
The Clerk provided an update on environmental issues which had been reported to the  
 



County Council in Eldon. 
 
A report was also provided on the recent traffic difficulties caused by works to construct an 
access road within the Black Boy plantation to allow access for maintenance of a culvert 
adjoining the pond. This matter had also been drawn to the attention of the County Council. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D139/15  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 
There were no questions. 
  
D140/15  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 31st May 2016 at 6.30 p.m. 
(annual) followed by an ordinary meeting of the Council. It will be preceded by the Annual 
Meeting for electors at 6.15 p.m.  
 
D141/15  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 
D142/15  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 
A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and APPROVED (for copy see file 
of minutes). 
 
D143/15  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 
Information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2015 to date was considered 
together with details of petty cash expenditure and the bank reconciliation (for copies see file 
of minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
 


