
ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Eldon Community Centre      Tuesday    Time 7.00 p.m. 
Eldon           24th November 2015 
 
Present: 
 
Councillor John Gibson in the Chair 
 
Councillors Paul Henry, Diane Pennington and Toni Wallace. 
 
County Councillor Henry Nicholson. 
 
Durham County Council – Janet Kelly. 
 
Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
 
D76/15  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors Trish Pemberton and Brian 
Stephens. 
 
D77/15  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington declared interests in relation to Item 14(c) on the 
agenda, in relation to which dispensations to speak and vote had previously been approved 
by the Council. 
 
D78/15  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION 
 
There were no applications for dispensation. 
 
D79/15  MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 29th September 2015 were confirmed as a correct record 
and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D80/15 COMMUNITY ACTION TEAM PROGRAMME 
 
Janet Kelly from Durham County Council provided an update for members on the 
Community Action Team Programme which had been running in Eldon Lane and Coundon 
and which included part of Eldon Parish. 
 
The programme had commenced with a series of walkabouts with partners to identify issues. 
In relation to the Eldon Parish Council area 31 cases had been logged as follows: 
 

 19 Noxious matter 

 8 Defective/nuisance properties 

 2 Drainage 

 1 Empty property 

 1 Pest access 
 
In relation to the above, 5 legal notices had been served on properties – 4 in relation to 
noxious matter and 1 concerning a missing manhole. 
 
 
 



 
The issue of only part of Eldon Parish being included in the CAT programme was raised and 
members were re-assured that if there were any issues in relation to the remaining area, 
these would be dealt with, if reported. 
 
Janet reported that a number of proposals were being considered as a result of the 
programme including a trial of statutory nuisance notices to prevent recurrence of nuisances; 
fly tipping cameras; the potential sale of a long term empty property in South Row and 
refurbishment of a long term empty property in New Row as well as the monitoring of a 
suspected habitual fly tipper who lived in Eldon. Members referred to a property at the west 
end of South Row and the dangerous wall attached to it which needed to be inspected. 
 
A number of suggestions were made about gaining further support and building community 
cohesion in Eldon through the use of: 
 

 Community BBQ’s 

 Community Clear Ups 

 Support and funding “Respect our Neighbourhood” and “Fly Tipping Free Zone” 
posters. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That Ms Kelly be thanked for the briefing. 
 
D81/15  POLICE LIAISON 
 
There was no representation at the meeting. 
 
D82/15  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC 
 
The Clerk reported that no questions had been submitted and there were no members of the 
public present. 
 
D83/15  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
Councillor Nicholson reported on the financial challenges facing the County Council. In the 
coming financial year there would need to be savings of between £100m and £130 
depending upon the final funding settlement for local authorities. There were also potential 
financial challenges for the Council in relation to equal pay for some teaching support staff. 
 
The devolution deal for the group of seven north-east local authorities, which was dependent 
upon having a north-east mayor, had now been signed, but in relation to County Durham 
was dependent upon the outcome of a consultation with local residents which was expected 
to take place early in the New Year. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D84/15  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
It was reported that the Halloween event had been well attended. In relation to upcoming 
events, a Christmas party for children and young people was to be held on 18th December 
and for older people on 22nd December. The Parish Council was asked if it would be willing 
to make a donation towards the costs. A christening party was to be held on 31st December. 
 
 
 



 
Councillors Gibson, Pennington and Wallace declared interests as members of the Eldon 
Community Partnership Board, for which dispensations to speak and vote had previously 
been approved.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted and a grant of £200 (£100 for each of the Christmas parties) 
be made to Eldon Community Partnership by the Parish Council. 
 
D85/15 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP ISSUES  
 
Councillor Nicholson referred to the forthcoming annual forum of the AAP on 28th November 
at which priorities would be determined for the coming year. The next ordinary meeting 
would be held at Jubilee Fields. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D86/15 CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 

 
(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (copy attached). 
(b) Letter from Churchwarden, St. Mark’s about Carol Service on 16th December. 
(c) Acknowledgement letter from Durham County Council: St. Mark’s closed churchyard. 
(d) Letter from Durham County Council about Budget 2016-17. 
(e) Letter from Butterwick Hospice about death of Mary Butterwick and Newsletter. 
(f) Letter from Durham Cathedral seeking donation 
(g) In Your Neighbourhood Scheme 
(h) Letter from North of England Brass Band Association seeking donation 
(i) Email about Durham Community Action Building Survey 
(j) Letter from Police and Crime Commissioner about his newNewsletter 
(k) Email about availability of grants from Tesco. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

(i) That the schedule and correspondence be noted 
(ii) That, in relation to the letters from Durham Cathedral and the North of England Brass 

Band Association, no donations be made 
(iii) That Councillor Henry be nominated to attend the Carol Service. 
 
D87/15  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
(a) Application No. DM/15/02966/VOC: Variation of Planning Permission in respect of 

7 No. Barns at Eldon Hall Farm, Old Eldon. 
 
The Clerk advised that, as the consultation on this application had been received between 
meetings of the Parish Council, it had proved necessary to consult members electronically 
on the proposal. Following no objections being received and consultation with the Chairman, 
the County Council had been advised that the Parish Council had no objections to the 
planning application which mainly concerned alterations to some of windows and materials 
used in this previously approved development.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions be confirmed. 
 
 
 



 
D88/15  CONSULTATION BY DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL ON BIN COLLECTIONS IN 
RURAL AREAS   
 
The Clerk referred to a consultation by Durham County Council which was proposing to 
change its procedures for collections of bins in isolated areas or serving properties on 
unadopted roads. 
 
The proposals did not appear to have any direct impacts for Eldon Parish. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the consultation be noted. 
 
D89/15  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
The Council received information about the following: 
 

(a) Eldon Crossroads  - Progress with works 
(b) Youth Shelter – Progress with works 
(c) Land west of Pasture Row proposed for grazing land – rights of way issues and adjoining 

land issue update 
(d) Missing birds-mouth fencing rail at Eldon Gateway 
(e) Missing fence rails and quad bike incursions, Blackie Boy Plantation. 
(f) Fly Tipping near Office Row 
(g) Slurry Pit and lorry traffic – land south of main road and east of Old Eldon. 
 
In relation to (a), the Clerk advised that it was understood the only outstanding item was the 
flashing sign on Eldon Bank and he advised that he would chase up this matter with the 
County Council. 
 
Concerning (b), the Youth Shelter, the installation of this had been deferred by the County 
Council on a couple of occasions due to the relevant staff being called to do other work, but 
he had asked to be kept advised of progress. 
 
As regards (c) above, a response was still awaited from the County Council about the 
marking out of the right of way across the field so the prospective tenant could begin 
installing the fencing. 
 
Items (d) to (g) above had all been reported to the County Council. 
 
It was advised that the fly tipped refrigerators near Office Row (f) had not yet been removed. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D90/15  STOCKTON AND DARLINGTON RAILWAY BICENTENARY 2025 
 
The Clerk reported that arrangements were still to be made for a meeting with the local 
historian to develop a programme and possible funding bid to support the Stockton and 
Darlington Bicentenary Celebrations. It was suggested that Councillor Trish Pemberton also 
be party to any discussions. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the proposal be supported and discussions, including Councillor Pemberton, be held to 
consider how this matter can be progressed. 
 
 
 



 
D91/15  PARISH PLAN 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D92/15  BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2016-17 
 
The Clerk advised that a letter had been received from the County Council setting out the 
final calculations for the 2016-17 budget. There would be a reduction in the Local Council 
Tax Revenue Support (LCTRS) Grant passported from the County Council to the Parish  
Council of £558 in 2016-17. However, there had been an increase in the tax base of the 
Parish of 7.2 Band D properties, from 80.6 to 87.8, resulting in an increase in tax yield of 
£832.03. When this was offset against the reduction in LCTRS, the overall position was that 
the Council would be £274.03 better off in 2016-17 assuming a standstill budget. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and the budget for 2016-17 be determined at the January 
meeting of the Council. 
 
D93/15  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 
There were no questions. 
  
D94/15  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 26th January 2016 at 7.00 p.m.  
 
D95/15  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 
D96/15  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 
A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and APPROVED (for copy see file 
of minutes). 
 
D97/15  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 
Information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2015 to date was considered 
together with details of petty cash expenditure and the bank reconciliation (for copies see file 
of minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
 
 
 


