
ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Eldon Community Centre      Tuesday    Time 7.00 p.m. 
Eldon           29th September 2015 
 
Present: 
 
Councillor John Gibson in the Chair 
 
Councillors Paul Henry, Diane Pennington and Toni Wallace. 
 
County Councillor Henry Nicholson. 
 
Durham Constabulary – PCSO Dan Blackwood. 
 
Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
 
D55/15  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors Trish Pemberton and Brian 
Stephens and from PC Steve Brown. 
 
D56/15  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington declared interests in relation to Item 12(c) on the 
agenda, in relation to which dispensations to speak and vote had previously been approved 
by the Council. 
 
County Councillor Nicholson declared an interest in relation to item 11(c) as a member of the 
relevant County Council Planning Committee. 
 
D57/15  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION 
 
There were no applications for dispensation. 
 
D58/15  MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 28th July 2015 were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
D59/15  POLICE LIAISON 
 
The Chairman welcomed PCSO Dan Blackwood. 
 
The officer reported the following crime in the locality in the previous 6 months: 
 

 3 No. Anti-Social Behaviour 

 6 No. Suspicious Activity 

 6 Road Traffic Accidents (none at crossroads) 
 
Since the last meeting there had been: 
 

 2 No. Thefts 

 1 No. Burglary 

 1 No. Criminal Damage 

 1 No. Theft 
 



 
Reference was made by members about the abandoned Volvo car near Office Row which 
had previously been reported to the police as having a SORN and which had now been the 
subject of vandal attack. PCSO Blackwood said he would investigate. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the officer be thanked for the information and the statistics be noted. 
 
D60/15  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC 
 
The Clerk reported that no questions had been submitted and there were no members of the 
public present. 
 
D61/15  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
Councillor Nicholson reported that discussions had been taking place about a possible 
devolution deal for the group of seven north-east local authorities, but as the deal was 
dependent upon having a north-east mayor, there was uncertainty about the proposals. 
 
The financial position for the County Council continued to be challenging and the local 
government settlement in December was awaited. Planning was underway for the various 
scenarios. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D62/15  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Reference was made to the possibility of a grant being obtained from an offshore oil 
company which made grants of up to £350 to charities and local organisations. This was 
currently being investigated. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D63/15 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP ISSUES  
 
Councillor Nicholson referred to the forthcoming annual forum of the AAP at which priorities 
would be determined for the coming year. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D64/15 CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 

 
(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (copy attached). 
(b) Letter from Churchwarden about Closed Churchyard at St Mark’s Church. 
(c) Letter from Durham County Council about Budget 2016-17 
(d) Letter from Butterwick Hospice about “Charity of the Year” 
(e) Letter from Police and Crime Commissioner about Community Newsletter. 
(f) Letter and papers for CDALC Annual General Meeting on 24th October 2015. 
(g) Certificate for Diane Pennington as Nominee for County Durham Volunteer Awards 

from Durham Community Action 



 
RESOLVED: 
 

(i) That the correspondence be noted 
(ii) That, in relation to the letter from St. Mark’s Church, the contents be noted and the 

Council express its continuing concerns about the imposition of conditions on St. 
Mark’s Church before the County Council is prepared to take over responsibility for the 
churchyard. 

(iii) The Councillor Pennington be congratulated on the Award Certificate. 
 
 
D65/15  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
(a) Application No. DM/15/0216/FPA: Change of Use of Private Amenity Space on 

Land East of Green Lane, Shildon 
 
Councillor Nicholson declared an interest in relation to this matter and took no part in the 
discussion. 
 
The Clerk advised that, as the consultation on this application had been received between 
meetings of the Parish Council, it had proved necessary to consult members electronically 
on the proposal. Following no objections being received and consultation with the Chairman, 
the County Council had been advised that the Parish Council had no objections to the 
planning application. However, the County Council had been asked to ensure that in any 
grant of planning permission conditions should be imposed preventing any vehicular access 
onto Eldon Bank from Green Lane because of road safety and visibility issues. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions be confirmed. 
 
(b) Former Eldon Brickworks Site 
 
The Clerk referred to the recent visit of Parish Councillors to the former Eldon Brickworks 
site and the briefing by Viridis Environmental about its proposals for future development of 
the site. It was understood that inspections/briefings had also been offered to local County 
Councillors and to Eldon Estate. 
 
It had been apparent from the meeting with the Company that discussions were underway 
with planning officers from the County Council, but the Parish Council could not be party to 
any pre-application discussions. The Parish Council would not be able to give its considered 
views on the proposals until it was consulted on any planning application submitted. This 
had been made clear to the Company following the inspection and briefing. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
D66/15  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
The Council received information about the following: 
 

(a) Eldon Crossroads  - Progress with works 
(b) Youth Shelter – Progress with works 
(c) Land west of Pasture Row proposed for grazing land – rights of way issues and 

adjoining land issue update 
(d) Parking of vehicle on public right of way south of Office Row 
(e) Tipping of waste in Blackie Boy Plantation 

 
In relation to (a), the Clerk advised that some works had now commenced. Following local 
criticism about the placement of a warning sign for vehicles travelling down Eldon Bank near 



the post box and parish notice board, the County Council had cut back adjoining trees to 
improve the visibility of the sign. 
 
As regards (b) it was reported that the licence had now been issued by the County Council 
and it was now simply a matter of the County Council undertaking the installation of the 
shelter and opening arrangements. 
 
With reference to (c), the Clerk advised that, following discussions with the rights of way 
officer, it was hoped that the boundaries of the Parish Council’s ownership of land and of the 
right of way traversing the field could be accurately identified to allow the fencing to installed 
along the correct routes. Given the lack of a response from the County Council about a sub- 
lease of the adjoining land to the prospective tenant, it was suggested that this be not 
pursued and the Parish Council simply fence off against this area. 
 
The Clerk reported in relation to (d), that following a complaint from a local resident about 
the persistent parking of a vehicle across the commencement of the public right of way 
south-east of Office Row, he was investigating this matter to determine the landowners and 
any actions that might be taken. 
 
As regards (d), the Clerk advised that the fly tipping had been reported to the County Council 
and it was understood this had now been removed. Members referred to damage and the 
removal of fencing rails from the boundary of Blackie Boy Plantation and the Clerk agreed to 
report this.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted and the arrangements for fencing etc. of the grazing land west 
of Pasture Rows be approved.. 
 
D67/15  STOCKTON AND DARLINGTON RAILWAY BICENTENARY 2025 
 
The Clerk reported that following the previous decision of the Council to support the 
Stockton and Darlington Bicentenary Celebrations, he had spoken to a local historian, Colin 
Turner, about the possibility of some sessions being held for young people and for adults in 
the Community Centre to explore history of the Stockton and Darlington railway in relation to 
the local area. Mr Turner had expressed an interest in this, subject to the agreement of any 
terms and conditions and it was suggested that a meeting be held with Mr Turner to consider 
how this matter could be taken forward. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the proposal be supported and discussions be held to consider how this matter can be 
progressed. 
 
D68/15  PARISH PLAN 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D69/15  AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2014-15 
 
It was noted that BDO LLP had completed the audit on 20th July 2015 and issued the 
Extended Auditors Certificate and Opinion, together with their comments regarding the 
approval of the Annual Return which was to be displayed according to regulations (for copies 
see file of Minutes). There was no separate report on this occasion.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Annual Return be approved and the documents referred to in this Minute be 
appended to the Minutes as an integral part. 
 
 



 
D70/15  COUNTY DURHAM ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 
 
The Clerk referred to the CDALC AGM, papers for which had now been received. In the 
absence of availability of any councillors to attend, it was –  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk represent and vote on behalf of the Parish Council at the AGM. 
 
D71/15  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 
There were no questions. 
  
D72/15  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 24th November 2015 at 7.00 p.m.  
 
D73/15  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 
D74/15  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 
A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and APPROVED (for copy see file 
of minutes). 
 
D75/15  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 
Information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2015 to date was considered 
together with details of petty cash expenditure and the bank reconciliation (for copies see file 
of minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
 
 
 


