
ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Eldon Community Centre      Tuesday    Time 7.00 p.m. 
Eldon                28th July 2015 
 
Present: 
 
Councillor John Gibson in the Chair 
 
Councillors Diane Pennington and Toni Wallace. 
 
Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
County Councillor Patricia Pemberton. 
 
Paul Henry – Co-optee elect. 
 
Durham Constabulary – PCSO’S Gavin Rutter and Andrew Taylor 
 
 
D32/15  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors Henry Nicholson and Brian 
Stephens and from PC Steve Brown. 
 
D33/15  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington declared interests in relation to Item 17(c) on the 
agenda, in relation to which dispensations to speak and vote had previously been approved 
by the Council. 
 
D34/15  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION 
 
There were no applications for dispensation. 
 
D35/15  MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the annual and ordinary meetings held on 26th May 2015 were confirmed as 
a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D36/15  CASUAL VACANCY – CO-OPTION OF NEW MEMBER 
 
The Clerk referred to the casual vacancy on the Council which had been advertised in the 
Parish Newsletter and on the website. Following the resolution of the Council at the last 
meeting to fill the vacancy by co-option as soon as possible, the Clerk advised that following 
consultation with the Chairman, Mr Paul Henry, who had applied, had been identified for the 
position and  was present at the meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Mr Paul Henry be appointed to fill the vacancy. 
 
Mr Henry then signed the declaration of acceptance of office form. 
 
D37/15  POLICE LIAISON 
 
The Chairman welcomed Gavin Rutter and Andrew Taylor, officers from Durham, 
Constabulary, who were attending in lieu of PC Steve Brown. 



 
The officers reported the following crime in the locality since the last meeting: 
 

 2 No. pedal cycles stolen overnight at Pasture Rows 

 Assault on female at South Row – male arrested and sent to prison 

 Criminal damage to car at New Row with paint stripper 

 Assault on female at South Row – male arrested and sent to prison (same as above) 

 Theft of motorbike (overnight) from dwelling at Office Row 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the officers be thanked for the information and the statistics be noted. 
 
D38/15  ELDON CROSSROADS 
 
The Clerk provided the following information and update: 
 

 The Parish Council has met with officers from Durham County Council and/or the police 
on three occasions since 2010 (2010, 2013 and 2015) 

 It is understood from DCC that there have been at least two previous Accident 
Improvement Schemes at the crossroads junction 

 The most recent meeting with DCC officers and the police office was called by local 
county councillors, to which the Parish Council was invited. This took place in late 
January 2015 following the fatality earlier that month. County Councillors Trish 
Pemberton and Henry Nicholson were present. The outcome was an undertaking by the 
Council’s officers to develop a new Accident Improvement Scheme at the crossroads. 

 Details of the scheme were circulated to the Councillors and Parish members in May. It 
was subsequently indicated that the works were programmed for early summer (this was 
later refined to August 2015). 

 A further accident took place at the junction on 11th June, when a motorcyclist was 
injured and it is understood subsequently had to have his leg amputated as a result. 

 The Parish Council has continued to advise the County Council when it becomes aware 
of accidents at the crossroads and to liaise with officers on this issue. 

 There is, understandably, considerable concern on the part of local residents about the 
continuing accidents. A petition drafted by the Parish Council to be submitted to DCC 
was handed to local residents in January, but it is not known what has finally become of 
the petition. One local resident has indicated that the petition has been presented to 
Durham County Council, but checks with the Council have not revealed any such petition 
being submitted, nor have the local County Councillors who would have been expected 
to have been advised of any petition, heard anything about a petition. 

 Details of the proposed accident improvement scheme were reported to the Parish 
Council meeting at the end of May and contained in the Parish Council newsletter 
distributed recently. The scheme would include new signing and road surfacing, 
including a road marked visual chicane and rumble strips. Both the County Councillors 
and the Parish Council are contributing financially towards a flashing speed sign which is 
radar controlled to warn vehicles travelling too fast down Eldon Bank towards the cross 
roads. 

 It is sincerely hoped that the new signage and markings will contribute towards reduced 
accidents at Eldon crossroads, given that a number of accidents have been caused by 
speeding and/or failing to stop at the junction, but officer comments from the police and 
DCC point out that if some drivers do not observe signs and road conditions, then 
accidents are a potential outcome. 

 The Parish Council will continue to work in partnership with the County Council and 
police to try and improve road safety at this junction and hopes that the scheme can get 
underway in August as programmed.  

 
Councillor Pemberton advised that she was working with Councillor Nicholson to try to get 
the funding for the flashing sign advanced and had spoken with an officer from DCC and the 
AAP Co-ordinator on this matter. The minimum amount that the County Councillors were 



able to contribute from their local AAP funding allocation was £1000 which constituted the 
cost of the flashing sign. The Clerk advised that, as part of the previous discussions with 
DCC officers, the Chairman had authorised a payment of £500 from the Parish Council 
towards the sign. 
 
RESOLVED:  
 
1. That the position be noted. 
2. The offer of £500 from the Parish Council towards the provision of the flashing speed 

sign be confirmed. 
3. In the event that the total sum provided for the flashing sign, consisting of the minimum 

£1000 from local County Councillors and the £500 from the Parish Council exceeds the 
amount required, the Parish Council ask the County Council if there is any further 
signage or markings which may be incorporated into the project to further enhance the 
scheme, or whether a saving of £500 from the member budget contribution can be made 
for use elsewhere. 

 
D39/15  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC 
 
The Clerk reported that, at the village fete on 18th July, a small group of local residents had 
raised concerns about Eldon crossroads and had been advised that Parish Council meetings 
always contained an opportunity for local residents to attend and discuss issues with the 
Council, subject to advance notification being given, as well as being able to attend and 
observe other items on the agenda (other than confidential items) 
 
No questions had been submitted and there were no members of the public present. 
 
D40/15  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
(a) Stockton and Darlington Railway – Bicentenary Celebrations 2025 
 
The Clerk referred to the Parish Council’s attendance at a one day conference about the 
Stockton and Darlington Railway Bicentenary in 2025 held at Locomotion on 17th June. The 
Friends, chaired by Councillor Pemberton, were exploring ways in which the bicentenary 
could be celebrated, including the possible designation of the original route as a world 
heritage site. The railway was of importance to Eldon in relation to the Black Boy extension 
line which had run through part of the current Parish. 
 
The possibility of undertaking some initial history based sessions with young people and/or 
adults in the Parish and was discussed using either a local historian and/or other suitable 
persons. Whilst the Parish Council might provide some funding towards a project, there 
might also be opportunities to develop a bid for funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council welcomes the initiative and agrees in principle to either directly fund 
or seek Heritage Lottery Funding for an event/events to raise the profile and history of the 
line and extension with local residents and particularly children and young people. 
 
(b) Issues from Local County Councillors 
 
Councillor Pemberton referred to the County Durham Plan which had now been referred by 
the County Council to judicial review. 
 
The outcome of the Chancellor’s Emergency budget was likely to result in continued and 
possibly increased financial stringency for local government. 
 
 



RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D41/15  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Reference was made to the Halloween Party to be held at the Community Centre on 31st 
October. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D42/15 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP ISSUES  
 
Councillor Pemberton referred to the creation of a £10k grant “pot” by the AAP for young 
people’s projects. This would be split into £5k for each 6 month period over the coming year. 
To receive funding young people themselves had to develop projects for submission to the 
AAP. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D43/15 CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 

 
(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (for copy see file). 
(b) Letter from Churchwarden at St Mark’s Church seeking contribution towards one cut of 

grass in the closed churchyard during current season. 
(c) Email from DCC about refresh of SHLAA 
(d) Letter from local resident about persistent parking of vehicle on entrance to public right of 

way No.10 to south of Office Row next to garages. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

(i) That the correspondence be noted 
(ii) That, in relation to the request from St Mark’s Church, a one-off 50% contribution 

towards the usual cost of a grass cut be made, but the County Council be advised of 
the Parish Council’s concerns about the delay in the County Council assuming 
responsibility for the closed churchyard and the costs accruing to the Parish Council as 
a result of the delay. 

(iii) That the County Council be asked to include the recently transferred Parish Council 
land west of Pasture Rows within the SHLAA. 

 
D44/15  PLANNING APPLICATION 
 
The Clerk referred to the recent consultation by Durham County Council on planning 
application No. DM/15/0189/FPA for the installation of 2 No. dormer windows to replace 
existing roof lights at 10 Eldon Bank. As the consultation had fallen outside the Parish 
Council meetings cycle, the County Council had been advised, following consultation with all 
members of the Parish Council, that the Council had no objections to the proposal.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions be confirmed. 
 
D45/15  DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL CONSULTATIONS, ETC. 
 
The Clerk that the following had been received from Durham County Council: 
 



(a) Hackney Carriage Licensing 
 

Views sought on amendments to current policy – deadline for responses 26th August, 2015. 
 
(b) Contaminated Land Inspection Strategy 
 

Views sought on revised strategy by 31st August, 2015. 
 
(c) Fixed Play Areas 
 

To report on recent consideration by DCC Cabinet of proposals for the future of fixed play 
provision in County Durham. 
 
In relation to the fixed play areas report, the Clerk advised that the County Council proposed 
to close a small number of DCC play areas due to the condition of equipment, but that under 
the new criteria which were linked to numbers of children, Shildon (in which Eldon 
playground was included) was one of the areas identified for additional future investment. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That no comments be submitted in relation to the items at (a) and (b) above and that the 
item at (c) above be noted. 
 
D46/15  COUNTY DURHAM VOLUNTEERING AWARDS 
 
The Clerk reported that following consultation with the Chairman, because of the tight 
deadline for nominations, Diane Pennington, had been nominated for the County Durham 
Volunteering Award, primarily for her work with the Community Partnership. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the nomination be confirmed. 
 
D47/15 ANNUAL VILLAGE FETE 2015 AND 2015 GARDEN COMPETITION 
 
The Clerk reported on the outcome of the annual village fete and the 2015 garden 
competition. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the annual village fete be held again in 2016 on Saturday 16th July. 
2. That a meeting for the selection of winning entries for the garden competition be 

arranged by the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman. 
 
D48/15  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
The Council received information about the following: 
 

(a) Youth Shelter – Progress on Licence/Lease Issues 
(b) Land west of Pasture Row transferred by Durham County Council 
(c) Land west of Pasture Row proposed for grazing land – rights of way issues and adjoining 

land issue. 
 

In relation to (a) above, the Clerk advised that it was hoped to conclude a licence with DCC 
(at no cost to the Parish Council) shortly. In relation to (b) the registration was still to be 
progressed. Regarding (c), it was hoped to meet with the Rights of Way Officer from DCC 
and the prospective tenant’s father on site in the near future to clarify issues about the route 
of the public rights of way and the DCC ownership boundaries. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and authority be given for the signing of the Licence. 



 
D49/15  PARISH PLAN 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D50/15 AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2014-15 
 
The Clerk referred to the previous meeting and the issues raised about some of the potential 
projects of the Council for which earmarked reserves might be identified and he circulated a 
copy of the proposals (for copy see file) which he stressed were indicative only. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the proposals as circulated and submitted to BDO LLP be approved. 
 
D51/15  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 
There were no questions. 
  
D52/15  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 29th September 2015 at 7.00 p.m.  
 
D53/15  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 
D54/15  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 
A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and APPROVED (for copy see file 
of minutes). 
 
 
 
 
 


