
ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Community Centre       Tuesday    Time 6.55 p.m. 
Eldon                26th May 2015 
 
Present: 
 
Councillor John Gibson in the Chair 
 
Councillors Diane Pennington, Rose Scaife and Toni Wallace. 
 
Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
County Councillors Patricia Pemberton and Henry Nicholson. 
 
Sergeant Tim Kelly and PC Stephen Brown, (Durham Constabulary) 
 
 
D06/15  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Shawn Anderson and County 
Councillor Brian Stephens. 
 
D07/15  RESIGNATIONS OF COUNCILLORS 
 
In relation to the resignations of Councillors Anderson and Scaife advised at the preceding 
annual meeting it was RESOLVED that both Councillors be thanked formally for their work 
on the Council and that the County Council be advised of the vacancies immediately so the 
statutory processes can be commenced as a matter of urgency. 
 
D08/15  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
There were no interests disclosed. 
 
D09/13  ANY APPLICATIONS FOPR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no applications for Dispensations. 
 
D10/15  MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 31st March 2015 were confirmed 
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D11/15  POLICE LIAISON 
 
The Chairman welcomed Sergeant Tim Kelly and Police Constable Steve Brown. 
 
PC Brown advised that there had been no reported crime in the area since 31st March which 
was to be welcomed. 
 
In relation to the damaged seat on Eldon Bank, PC Brown advised that house to house calls 
on Eldon Bank had not revealed any information about who the perpetrators might be. As 
regards the horse which had been abandoned and then died in the woods opposite the 
Community Centre, it was PCSO Blackwood who had reported the matter to the County 
Council. Councillor Pennington expressed concern about the role of the RSPCA in relation to 
this matter. 



 
 
 
 
D12/15  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC 
 
No questions had been submitted by members of the public. 
 
D13/15  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
The County Councillors present referred to the likelihood of continuing financial pressures on 
the County Council following the general election over and above those savings which had 
already been identified.  
  
D14/15  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
A full report on the activities of the Partnership had been presented at the Annual Parish 
Meeting for Electors which preceded this meeting. Reference was made to a number of 
bookings of the Centre for parties and events which had generated welcome income. 
 
D15/15 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP ISSUES  
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D16/15 CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 
 
(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (for copy see file of minutes). 
(b) Consultation about extending the role of the Local Government Ombudsman to Local 

Councils. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

(a) That the correspondence be noted. 
 

(b) That, in relation to the government consultation about the local government 
ombudsman, the Council respond on the basis that only local councils of 35,000 
population and above should be subject to such jurisdiction.  

 
D17/15  PROPOSED JUNCTION SAFETY IMPROVEMENT WORKS AT ELDON 
CROSSROADS 
 
The Clerk advised that he had previously circulated details of the junction improvement 
works at Eldon crossroads which had been drawn up by officers at the County Council, 
following the meeting called by County Councillors for the Division at which he had 
represented the Parish Council. The proposed works included a radar controlled speed 
warning sign for traffic travelling down Eldon Bank towards the crossroads. The works would 
be carried out in the 2015-16 financial year and would include some re-surfacing and 
changes to road materials and signage on the approach roads. 
 
D18/15  TRANSPARENCY CODE FOR SMALLER AUTHORITIES 
 
The Clerk reported on a recent training session organised by CDALC which he had attended 
about the new transparency requirements on local councils with a turnover of less than 
£25,000 per annum. 



 
It was now clear that the proposals, which had originally been drafted in consultation with 
NALC, were no longer to be advisory, but were to be mandatory. There was great concern 
about this change, and the way in which the proposals had to be implemented from 1st April 
2015, given that many smaller local councils had little or no time to establish websites on 
which the information required was supposed to be published. The County Association was 
attempting to work with smaller local councils (of which there were a significant number) in 
an attempt to establish a workable solution in the short term. 
 
The Clerk outlined the new Code, which included, amongst other matters, requirements to 
publish on the internet all council expenditure over £100 by 1st July following the end of 
each financial year. Additionally, other information including details of councillor’s roles, and 
other budgetary information, minutes and reports were also expected to be published on a 
free, publicly accessible website. The Eldon website had the capacity to meet the new 
requirements and had already been updated in part. In relation to expenditure, it was 
suggested that it would be simpler (and more transparent) for all expenditure simply to be 
published at the financial year end.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the new requirements be implemented and that all expenditure be published following 
financial year end. 
 
D19/15  BEST KEPT GARDENS COMPETITION 2015 
 
The Council considered the arrangements for the Eldon Gardens Competition in 2015. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the competition be held with the same categories as in 2014, but with amended 
criteria that no one person can win in the same category two years running. 

2. The judging take place on Saturday 25th July 2015 and the event be advertised in the 
Parish Council Newsletter beforehand. 

 
D20/15  ANNUAL VILLAGE FETE 
 
The Clerk advised that the magician and the face painter used in 2014 were unfortunately 
unable to attend the 2015 Village Fete on 18th July due to a combination of holiday and 
conflicting bookings. An alternative magician/juggler had already been arranged at a slightly 
higher cost of £250. The Carnival fun fair providers from Shildon were available and had 
offered a package including a tea cups ride and swings for the sum of £500, as in the 
previous year. Both rides would need to be sited in the Community Centre grounds. Because 
of the safety certification requirements of the County Council, it would not be possible to hire 
the bouncy castle and slide from Auckland Castles as in previous years and an alternative 
was to be sought. 
 
It was suggested that none of the competition classes which had been introduced in 2014 be 
used as take up last year had been disappointing. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the suggested arrangements be approved. 
  

D21/15  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 

The Clerk reported the following items: 
 

 Potholes on LIVIN land opposite Pasture Rows. 



 Seat on upper Eldon Bank. 

 Metal Bus Shelter at bottom of Eldon Bank (east side). 

 Horse dumped in Blackie Boy Wood. 

 Dumping of waste in trees/hedge at eastern edge of village green opposite Office Row 

 Potholes on east side of highway at southern end of Office Row 
 

With regard to the potholes outside the garages, the repairs appeared now to have been 

done and Councillor Stephens was thanked for progressing this matter. The further 

vandalism of the seat on Eldon Bank was to be addressed and the bus shelter repainting at 

the bottom of Eldon Bank now appeared to have been completed. The dumping of a horse in 

Blackie Boy wood which had subsequently died had been a matter of concern. Members 

referred to the inadequacies of the RSPCA in responding to request for help for the animal 

and for its removal after it had died. It had been confirmed that it was in fact the police who 

had asked the County Council to remove the animal. 
 

It was reported that there had been extensive fly tipping in Blackie Boy wood and the Clerk 

undertook to report this to the County Council. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted  
 

22/15  OFFER OF YOUTH SHELTER FOR ELDON 
 

The Clerk reported that following the discussions of the Parish Council in 2014 about a youth 

shelter, County Councillor Stephen’s had offered a second hand youth shelter which had 

been removed from a park in Newton Aycliffe to the Parish Council and had offered to the 

fund refurbishment and installation of the Shelter. 
 

The Clerk advised that following Councillor Stephens’ generous offer he had contacted the 

County Council’s planners and had been advised that the installation of the youth shelter on 

the village green, adjacent to the MUGA would not require planning permission. In relation to 

the village green status of the land, as long as the structure could be said to be 

complementary to the use of the MUGA and for the benefit of the users of the green, there 

should be no legal difficulties. The anticipated costs of adding the youth shelter to the Parish 

Council’s insurance would be approximately £90 per year, with any ongoing maintenance 

costs.  
 

The only issue that needed clarification related to the siting of the shelter on the green which 

was owned by the County Council. Discussions with officers in the Assets Team at DCC had 

revealed that licence or lease may be required and costs for a lease may be in the order of 

£600. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Parish Council accept Councillor Stephen’s generous offer for a youth shelter, 

to be sited adjacent to the MUGA, subject to resolution of the issues regarding 

occupation of the land. 

2. That the Parish Council assume responsibility for the ongoing maintenance and 

insurance of the youth shelter once erected. 

 

 

 



 

23/15  PARISH PLAN 
 

There was nothing to report. 

 

24/15  RISK ASSESSMENT 

A report on risk assessment prepared by the Clerk was considered (for copy see file of 
minutes). 
 

It was explained that Risk Assessment was an essential feature of good governance and the 
Parish Council’s External Auditor had made it clear that all Town and Parish Councils, 
regardless of size, must establish and maintain a systematic strategy, framework and 
process for managing risk as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations. It was 
intended that a report on risk would be submitted to the Council on an annual basis for 
consideration and review. The assessment had been amended for the coming year to reflect 
the risk of illness or absence of the Clerk and the arrangements which had now been put in 
place by the County Durham Association of Local Councils to establish a register of locum 
Clerks to cover such eventualities. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the report and the attached risk assessment schedule be approved. 

 

D25/15 AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2014/15 

Consideration was given to the Annual Return and Annual Governance Statement for 
2014/15 (for copy see file of Minutes) - it being noted that the Annual Return incorporated 
the report of the Parish Auditor (including details of variances), together with the Balance 
Sheet, Detailed Income and Expenditure Account and covering letter. 
 
It was noted that 29th June 2015 had been set as the date by which the Annual Return must 
be submitted to the Council’s External Auditor. This meant that the Accounts had to be 
available for public inspection for 20 working days from 1st to 26th June 2015 and the public 
notice containing details of the audit and arrangements for inspection be displayed during 
the prior requisite period for giving notice. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the accounts for 2014-2015 be approved. 
2. The annual return and governance statement and any supporting documents be 

approved for submission to the Council’s external auditor. 
 
D26/15  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 
There were no questions for the Clerk or Chairman. 
 
D27/13  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 28th July 2015. 
 
D28/15  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 



 
D29/15  LAND ISSUES IN ELDON  
 
(a) Grazing Land south west of Pasture Rows 
 
The Clerk reported that negotiations with the prospective tenant were still underway as 
advice was still awaited from Durham County Council about the issues linked to rights of way 
across the site and to adjoining land. Following the site inspection with the County Council 
officer, it had been realised that the boundary of the Parish Council’s ownership did not run 
up to the field ditch traversing the southern boundary of area, but stopped short, leaving a 
triangular area of land up to the ditch which was owned by the County Council.  
 
It was preferable, in terms of defining boundaries, that the area of land offered for grazing by 
the Parish Council included this triangular section of land and it was recommended that 
discussions proceed with the County Council as to how this could be achieved, either by 
leasing the land (in which case the triangular area would then need to be sub-let to the 
Parish Council’s tenant as part of the overall agreement), or by outright purchase. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the advice on rights of way issues from the County Council be pursued. 
2. The County Council be asked for its views in relation to either the lease or purchase of 

the triangular section of land to the south of the Parish Council’s ownership up to the 
field ditch boundary. 

 
(b) Transfer of Land west of Pasture Rows from the County Council to the Parish 

Council 
 

The Clerk reported that the TP1 Forms transferring this land to the Parish Council had now 
been completed by DCC and received. There had been some confusion over whether any 
tax was payable prior to the land being registered at the Land Registry, but this had now 
been resolved and was not payable as the land had been transferred for a peppercorn with 
tax only applying to transactions over £40,000. The registration could now proceed. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and the registration application be made. 
 
 
D30/15  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 
A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and APPROVED (for copy see file 
of minutes). 
 
D31/15 INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 
Schedules showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2015 to date were considered 
together with details of petty cash expenditure (for copies see file of minutes). 
 
A bank reconciliation showing balances on the current account and 30 day notice savings 
account was also considered (for copy see file of minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 


