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ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Community Centre            Tuesday   Time:  7.00 p.m. 
Eldon          28th May 2019 
 
Present:  
 

Councillors John Gibson, Paul Henry, Diane Pennington, Graham Scott and Toni 
Wallace. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

County Councillors Garry Huntington and Shirley Quinn. 
 
 
D01/19  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE 2019/20 MUNICIPAL YEAR 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor John Gibson be elected as Chairman of the Parish Council for the 
2019/20 Municipal Year. Councillor Gibson then signed the Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office. 
 

Councillor John Gibson in the Chair 
 
D02/19  ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR THE 2019/20 MUNICIPAL YEAR   
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor Paul Henry be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the 
2019/20 Municipal Year. 
 
D03/19  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

D04/19  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington declared interests in relation to Agenda Items 13 
19 and 20 and Councillor Wallace in relation to Item 13 and 20 for which 
dispensations to speak and vote had previously been sought and given. 
 
D05/19  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no applications for dispensations. 
 
D06/19  MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 26th March 2019 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D07/19  APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 2019/20 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council represent the Parish 
Council on the Bishop Auckland and Shildon Local Councils Committee and 
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the Clerk also be authorised to attend. 
2. That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council represent the Parish 

Council on the Bishop Auckland and Shildon Area Action Partnership Forum 
and/or its Task and Finish Groups where appropriate. 

3. That Councillor Wallace represent the Parish Council on the Police and Crime 
Commissioner Community Panel and the Clerk also be authorised to attend in 
Councillor Wallace’s absence. 

4. That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and/or the Clerk be authorised to 
attend the CDALC Smaller Local Councils Forum. 

5. That Councillor Scott or another representative from the Parish Council 
attends meetings of SCYPAN. 

6. That Councillor Diane Pennington and/or the Clerk represent the Parish 
Council at meetings of the Southern Area Residents and Travellers Forum 

 
D08/19  FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That for the 2019/20 Municipal Year, meetings of the Parish Council be held at 
7.00 p.m. on the following dates in those months in which meetings are usually 
held, as follows: 

 

Tuesday 30 July 2019 
Tuesday 24 September 2019 
Tuesday 26 November 2019 
Tuesday 14 January 2020 
Tuesday 31 March 2020 
Tuesday 26 May 2020 plus Annual Meeting for Parishioners to precede it at 6.45 
p.m. 

 

2. That other meetings be arranged as and when necessary. 
 
D09/19  DATE OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING FOR 2020 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Annual Parish Meeting for Parishioners for 2020 be held on Tuesday 26th 
May 2020 at 6.45 p.m. prior to the Annual meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
D10/19  POLICE LIAISON 
 

There was no representation by the police. Reference was made by Councillors to 
continuing police reports to other local councils in the area.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Parish Council write to PC Brown to ask about the continuing reporting to 
other local councils.  
 
D11/19  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 

There were no questions. 
 

D12/19  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

(a) Outside Bodies/Meetings 
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The Clerk referred to the arrangements which were being put in place by the County 
Council for Temporary Stopover sites for Gypsies and Travellers at Westerton and 
adjacent to the A688 and Bishop Auckland Football Stadium.  
 
(b) County Councillors 
 

Councillor Huntington referred to the issue of imported waste and burning of rubbish 
in the garden area at No. 10 Office Row. The Clerk advised that this issue had been 
picked up on the multi-agency inspection in March and was being investigated.   
 
Reference was also made to the condition of the Parish Council owned bus stop at 
the bottom of Eldon Bank. The Clerk advised that the County Council had been in 
contact about the issue. The problem in relation to the installation of a new bus 
shelter was that most new shelters had more glass/Perspex and this could be a 
worse liability on the Parish Council than the existing structure. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the issues be noted.  
 
D13/19  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
(a) Energy Efficiency 
 
The Clerk advised that quotations were to be sought for the conversion of existing 
lighting at the Community Centre to LED lighting which could result in savings on 
electricity of more than 60%. This was in line with the previous earmarked 
expenditure set aside by the Council for improvements. 
 
(b) Other Issues 
 
Reference was made to recent events at the Centre, including a Birthday Party and 
for voting in a County Council By-Election.   
 
D14/19 NORTHERN HEARTLANDS PROJECT  
 
The Clerk referred to recent discussions with the project leader about a 
neighbourhood planning exercise for Dene Valley Council but which also related to 
Eldon. Information would be gathered as part of the exercise which could be of 
benefit to Eldon. 
 
D15/19 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP 
ISSUES  
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D16/19  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 

 

(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (copy attached). 

(b) Durham Community Action: Invitation to Meet the Funders Event 16th July. 

(c) Durham County Council hosting of Parish Council Website 
 

The Clerk advised that Durham Community Action Event may be of interest to the 
Council. 
 
 



4 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the correspondence be noted. 
2. The Clerk be authorised to attend the Durham Community Action Event on 22nd 

July, if available. 
3. The contract for website provision with Durham County Council be entered into 

for a further year in relation to 2019-2020 and authority be given for the payment 
of the fees in relation to the same. 

 
D17/19  ELDON VILLAGE FETE AND GARDEN COMPETITION 
 
The Clerk advised that the fairground rides, children’s entertainer and face painter 
were all booked for the Fete. The SAG submission to DCC would be made shortly 
  
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and a Parish Council newsletter be issued to local 
residents in advance of the events. 
 
D18/19  LAND AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
(a) Extension to Property at Pasture Row 
 

The Clerk advised that he spoken to the senior enforcement officer in relation to 
south-west Durham and head been advised that second letter requesting the 
householder to submit a planning application had been sent. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and the Clerk continue to pursue this matter with the 
County Council. 
 
(b) Bus Shelter – Complaint 
 

The Clerk reported that he had investigated the possibility of replacing the bus 
shelter at the bottom of Eldon Bank with a more up to date model. The cost was in 
the range of £3,000 but the newer models had more perspex/polycarbonate panels 
and were thus more likely to be a target for vandal and ongoing maintenance liability 
for the Parish Council in the future. It was suggested that discussions continue with 
the County Council in relation to the options. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council consider part funding a new shelter in principle, but that 
discussions continue with the County Council in relation to replacement options. 
 
(c) Former Brickworks Site 
 

The Clerk reported that he had contacted the Environment Agency following 
complaints about noxious smells and water/mud adjacent to the former brickworks 
site. The Environment Agency had inspected the site twice and had found some 
small outbreaks of leachate but not of any detrimental impact on the reed beds. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
(d) Damaged Gate – Replacement 
 

The Clerk advised that the damaged wooden gate adjacent to the metal kissing gate 
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had now been replaced with a more secure metal gate and the posts re-cemented. 
The chain and key were missing and would need to be replaced. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That authority be given for the expenditure in relation to the replacement gate, 
including a new chain and lock. 
 
(e) Damage to Gateway Plinth 
 

The Clerk advised that the corner brickwork of the gateway plinth had been 
damaged. Councillor Scott had kindly agreed to repair the damage but had 
suggested that the brick plinth should be capped. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor Scott’s offer be kindly accepted and authority be given for the costs 
of any materials required in relation to the repairs and capping. 
 
(f) Quad and Motor Bikes, Fly tipping, Anti-Social Behaviour Multi-agency 

inspection Update 
 

The Clerk provided an update on the multi agency site inspection and discussions 
which had taken place since March. He was still attempting to obtain feedback about 
the current position from the officer concerned at Durham County Council. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted.  
 
(g) Damage to Youth Shelter: Request for Payment – Update. 
 

The Clerk reported that, following the damage to one of the Perspex panels in the 
youth shelter last year and the replacement of the panel by the County Council, a 
letter had been sent to the boy’s parents, seeking a contribution towards the costs. 
No response had been received. Sadly, another panel had just been damaged, it was 
believed by four youths from outside Eldon. Names were being provided to the 
police. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the damaged panel be removed by DCC. 
2. Costs for a replacement panel be obtained. 
3. The details of those concerned be passed to the police. 
4. The Clerk investigate the possibility of recovering monies for damaged street 

furniture from the parents of under-age youths via the civil courts. 
 
(h) Proposed discussions with LIVIN about opportunities for housing in Eldon. 
 

The Clerk advised that he had been asked by LIVIN to forward details of the Parish 
Council’s land ownership in Eldon in the first instance prior to any discussions. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted.  
 
(i) Attempted felling of Trees adjacent to Main Road. 
 
The Clerk referred to a recent report about the felling of trees adjoining the village 
green adjacent to the main road. Local people had heard the chainsaw being used 
and had run towards the scene where some men with a white van were observed 
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and drove off. Unfortunately it had not been possible to obtain a registration number 
for the vehicle, but the incident had been reported to the police and the County 
Council as landowners. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted.  
 
(j) Report of hypodermic needles in gully on Eldon Bank 
 

The Clerk advised that, following a report of hypodermic needle in the gully on Eldon 
Bank above the Parish Council notice board, this matter had been reported to 
Durham County Council and the gully cleared. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted.  
 
(k) Dog fouling issues – New Row 
 

The Clerk advised that, following a report of dog faeces being flushed out of the yard 
of a property in New Row, the County Council had visited the property and the 
problem now seemed to have been resolved. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted.  
 
D19/19 TENANCIES 
 

The Clerk referred to the tenancy in relation to Mr Alliston which was coming up for 
renewal. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the tenancy be re-offered to Mr Alliston on the existing terms and conditions.  
 
D20/19 APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS OR DONATIONS 
 
The Clerk referred to the following applications for grants/donations: 
 
1. Citizens Advice County Durham 
2. Eldon Banner Group and Eldon Community Partnership – Durham Miner’s Gala 

transport and food 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the following payments be made: 
 

Citizens Advice County Durham - £50 
Eldon Miners Banner Group – Up to £100 
Eldon Community Partnership - £50 
 
D21/19  PARISH PLAN 
 

There was nothing to report. 
 
D22/19  RISK ASSESSMENT   
 
The Council considered the annual report of the Clerk about risk assessment (for 
copy see file of Minutes). 
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RESOLVED: 
 

That the recommendations in the report and the risk strategy for the coming year be 
approved. 
 
D23/19  AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2018-19 
 
The Council considered and discussed the Annual Accounts and Annual Return as 
approved by the internal auditor (for copy see file of Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

(a) That the annual exemption certificate be signed and submitted to the external 
auditor. 

(b) That the Internal Auditor report be noted and received; and (1) the Annual 
Governance Statement and (2) Accounting Statements, be approved for 
signature by the Clerk/Chairman and (3) that the accounts for 2018-19 be 
approved. 

 
D24/19  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
  
D25/19  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 30th July 2019 at 7.00 p.m.  
 
D26/19  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 

A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and confirmed/approved. 
 
D27/19  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 

Information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2019 to date was 
considered together with details of petty cash expenditure and the bank reconciliation. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 


