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ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Virtual Meeting            Tuesday   Time:  7.00 p.m. 
Using Zoom Software       21st July 2020 
 
Present:  
 

Councillors John Gibson, Paul Henry, Diane Pennington, and Toni Wallace. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

County Councillor Shirley Quinn. 
 
 
D01/20  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
An apology for absence from Councillor Scott (work) was approved. Apologies were 
also received from County Councillors Huntington and Stephens. 
 
D02/20  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington declared interests in relation to Agenda Items 9  
and 16 and Councillor Wallace in relation to Item 9 for which dispensations to speak 
and vote had previously been sought and given. 
 
D03/20  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no applications for dispensations. 
 
D04/20  MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd March 2020 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D05/20  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN, VICE-CHAIRMAN AND REPRESENTATIVES 
ON OUTSIDE BODIES FOR THE 2020/21 MUNICIPAL YEAR 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk in relation to the inability of the Council 
to hold an annual meeting in May because of the Coronavirus pandemic and 
recommending that the terms of office of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
representatives on outside bodies be extended until the annual meeting in May 2021;  
that the purchase of Zoom software be approved to allow virtual meetings of the 
Council to be held as and when necessary; and that the remaining events in the 
Council calendar for 2020 be cancelled until it is safe for them to be held in the light 
of the continuing pandemic. (for copy see file of Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the recommendations in the report be approved. 
 
D06/20  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 

There were no questions. 
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D07/20  PLANNING APPLICATIONS – ELDON BRICKWORKS AND ELDON 
QUARRY 
 
The Clerk provided an update in relation to the planning applications for a recycling 
facility at the former Eldon Brickworks site and Eldon Quarry. Both applications were 
to be considered by the County Planning Committee in due course following the 
Parish Council’s request for call-in. It was likely a virtual meeting of the Committee 
using Teams software would be needed to consider the applications, which would 
probably be considered together. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Clerk represent the Parish Council at the virtual meeting. 
 
D08/20  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

(a) Outside Bodies/Meetings 
 

The Clerk referred to the arrangements put in place by the County Council for virtual 
GRT meetings. Unfortunately he had been unable to connect to the last meeting due 
to the Teams invite being sent to the wrong address.  
 
(b) County Councillors 
 

Councillor Quinn advised the County Council meetings were now beginning to be 
held using Microsoft Teams software.   
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the issues be noted.  
 
D09/20  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
(a) Grant 
 
The Treasurer referred to a grant of £10,000 which had been received from the 
Government/DCC. 
 
(b) Northumbrian Water Authority 
 
It was reported that Northumbrian Water Authority was to waive all Standing Charges 
for water at the Community Centre during the pandemic. 
 
(c) Other Issues 
 
Reference was made to arrangements for when it was safe tro re-open the 
Community Centre. The Clerk advised that some restrictions had recently been 
relaxed and he had sent details to ECP, but it was a matter for the Partnership to 
consider when it might be safe to re-open the Centre and with what restrictions in 
place to make it Covid 19 secure. 
 
D10/20 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP 
ISSUES  
 

It was reported that the AAP had continued to work during the pandemic, awarding 
grants and providing support and advice to local people and organisations. 
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D11/20  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 

The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 
 

(a) Consultation by DCC on selective landlord licensing scheme 

(b) Groundwork Trust: Food and activities 

(c) Electricity Private Bill – Email requesting support 

(d) CDALC AGM – Arrangements for next meeting 

(e) National Lottery Grant for VE75 Event: Update 

(f) Inquiry from local young people about skate park 

(g) Noise, flies and smell at Former Eldon Brickworks Site and Quarry 
 
In relation to the landlord incensing scheme, Councillor Quinn reported that Clare 
Storey had now assumed the role of landlord/housing officer for the Shildon, 
Coundon and Eldon area. 
 
As regards the £1000 grant from the National Lottery Community Fund for the Parish 
Council VE75 Event, the Clerk advised that he had spoken to the Lottery and had 
been advised that if the Parish Council wished to spend the grant on some other 
event (some organisations had used their grant for food parcels during the pandemic), 
it could do so now, but if it wished to spend it on a similar event next year, further 
advice was still awaited. 
 
The Clerk referred to a number of complaints received from local residents about 
smells, flies and noise on the former brickworks site. These had been passed on to 
DCC who were aware of the situation and had taken action to have any offending 
materials removed. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the correspondence be noted. 
2. That the Parish Council advises DCC that it supports the landlord licensing 

scheme proposals. 
3. That the Parish Council simply notes the request for it to support the Electricity 

Bill. 
4. CDALC be advised that the Parish Council would prefer to see a continuation of 

office of the current postholders with an AGM in October 2021 
5.  That the Clerk contact the National Lottery before the end of the year to 

determine whether the grant can be carried over for an event next year. 
6. That in relation to the request from local young people, they be advised that the 

Parish Council is unable to provide any permanent arrangement (particularly in 
the light of the vandalism of the Youth Shelter and the cost to the Council), but 
that the Clerk explore temporary facilities for young people’s recreation, and that 
the Council’s insurers be consulted on any proposals. 

 
D12/20  APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS OR DONATIONS 
 
The Clerk advised that an enquiry had been received from a local resident about a 
grant from the Parish Council towards providing Easter eggs and toys etc. for young 
people in the village during the pandemic. Details had been sent, but no application 
had been received. It was understood that funding had been obtained from other 
sources. 
 
The Clerk advised that, following consultation with the Chairman, a grant of £1600 
had been made by the Parish Council to Eldon Community Partnership in line with 
last year’s grant. 
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RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the position be noted. 
2. The grant to ECP be approved 
 
D13/20  PARISH PLAN 
 

There was nothing to report. 
 
D14/20  RISK ASSESSMENT   
 
The Council considered the annual report of the Clerk about risk assessment (for 
copy see file of Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the recommendations in the report and the risk strategy for the coming year be 
approved. 
 
D15/20  AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2019 to 2020 
 

The Council considered and discussed the Annual Accounts and Annual Governance 
and Accountability Return as approved by the internal auditor, together with the list of 
variances, List of Assets and proposals in relation to earmarked reserves for 2020 to 
2021 (for copies see file of Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

(a) That the accounts for 2019 to 20 be approved. 
(b) The Internal Auditor report be received and noted; the Annual Governance 

Statement (1) and Accounting Statements (2) be approved and signed; and the 
annual exemption certificate be signed and submitted to the external auditor. 

(c) That the list of variances be approved. 
(d) The list of assets be approved 
(e) That the proposed adjustments to earmarked expenditure be approved. 
 
D16/20  LAND AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
(a) Tenancy Issues 
 

The Clerk advised that both Mr Wayne Pennington and Mr C Alliston had confirmed 
they wished to continue in their respective tenancies for 2020 to 2021.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Agreements in relation to each of the tenancies be entered into. 
 
(b) Bus Shelter 
 

The Clerk reported that the County Council had now advised that it would install and 
thereafter maintain a bus shelter at the bottom of Eldon Bank to replace the existing 
steel shelter, subject to the Parish Council contributing £2,000. As the Parish Council 
had already agreed a maximum sum which the £2,000 fell within, DCC had been 
advised that it could go ahead with the installation. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions of the Clerk be approved. 
 
(c) Fly Tipping 
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The Clerk advised that reports had been made to DCC by both the Chairman and 
himself about fly tipping in the hedge line opposite the garden side of Office Row. 
Reference was made to continued tipping in the garden area of No. 10 Office Row, 
despite a fence being erected at the bottom of the garden to prevent this. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk advise DCC of the continuing issues with No.10 Office Row. 
 
(d) Motor Bikes and Quad Bikes 
 

The Clerk advised that following the continuing problems with quad bikes and motor 
bikes in Eldon, the police had promised that the off-road police motorcycle unit would 
attend to try to catch those responsible. It was apparent that some riders from the 
Shildon area were still accessing the village via DCC land. He had written to DCC 
outlining the problems (and also asked about rumours regarding the sale of some of 
the land concerned) but had only just received a reply from the officer concerned. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the situation be kept under review.  
 
(e) Gypsy/Travellers on Gurney Valley TSOA During the Pandemic 
 
The Clerk reported on the unauthorised encampment which had taken place on 
Gurney Valley TSOA during the lockdown. The County Council had sought a Court 
Order and the encampment had left the site but had moved to Bishop Auckland. The 
site had subsequently been secured. There were fears though about encampments 
in the centre of Eldon and some initial discussions had taken place with DCC officers 
about how the area could be target hardened. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and authority be given for the Clerk in consultation with 
the Chairman or Vice-Chairman to discuss possible target hardening measures 
(including possible financial contributions from the Parish Council) to prevent future 
problems and also to prevent motorbike and quad bike use, in line with the preceding 
Minute. 
 
(f) Youth Shelter 
 

The Clerk advised that the remaining bottom Perspex panel in the Youth Shelter had 
been damaged by vandals and he had asked the County Council to remove the 
panel to prevent any injury to local people. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the action be approved and no replacement panel be installed. 
 
D17/20  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
  
D18/20  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 
The next meeting of the Council will be held as required, although a September 
meeting would be preferable.  
 



6 

 

 
D19/20  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 

A schedule of invoices for payment to date had been circulated and was 
confirmed/approved. 
 
D20/20  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 

Information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2020 to date would be 
provided for the next meeting. 


