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ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Community Centre             Tuesday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Eldon                  24th September 2019 
 
Present:  
 

Councillors John Gibson, Paul Henry, Diane Pennington and Toni Wallace. 
 
County Councillor Garry Huntington. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
Residents from Old Eldon New Development. 
 
 

D49/19  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Scott (illness) and County 
Councillors Quinn and Stephens. 
 

D50/19  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillors Gibson, Pennington and Wallace declared interests in relation to Agenda 
Items 11, 12, 17 and 18 (Eldon Community Partnership issues and grant for 
Community Centre Functions, Energy Efficiency etc.) for which dispensations to 
speak and vote had previously been granted. 
 
D51/19  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for dispensations. 
 
D52/19  MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 24th September 2019 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D53/19  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 
The Council considered representations from a delegation of local residents living in 
the Georgian Barn complex at Old Eldon about highways issues on the side road 
adjoining their properties involving speeding traffic, including motorcycles and to a 
recent accident involving a motorcycle. Councillor Wallace advised that she was 
attending a forthcoming PACT meeting and would raise these issues at the meeting. 
The residents indicated that they would be willing to participate in a Community 
Speedwatch Scheme. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor Wallace raise the concerns of the local residents at the forthcoming 
local PACT meeting and the opportunities for local residents to participate in 
Community Speedwatch be investigated.  
 
D54/19 MORE THAN VIABLE PROJECT 
 
In the absence of Dr Stephen Pritchard, who was to have given a presentation on the 
project, it was agreed that this matter be deferred to a future meeting. 
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D55/19 COMMUNITY ACTION TEAM VISIT 
 
The Clerk referred to the forthcoming Community Action Team Visit and distributed 
details of the timetable and areas to be covered. 
 
D56/19 POLICE MATTERS 
 

There was nothing to report as the police were not in attendance. 
 
D57/19 TO REPORT THE DEATH OF FORMER PARISH COUNCILLOR 
BENJAMIN PEACOCK 
 
The Clerk reported the recent death of former Parish Councillor Benjamin Peacock 
and advised that he had represented the Parish Council at the funeral. Members 
were aware that the Eldon Community Partnership had already resolved to purchase 
a memorial seat to be placed in the Community Centre grounds in respect of Mrs 
Peacock who had predeceased her husband and had played a role in the early days 
of the Partnership. It was suggested that the memorial plaque now also include a 
reference to Mr Peacock and the costs of the seat be shared 50:50 between the 
Parish Council and the Partnership. The Clerk had spoken to Mr Peacock’s Executor 
who was happy with the proposal. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council purchase and arrange for installation of the seat at a 
maximum cost of £700 and that the Partnership be billed for 50% of the pre VAT cost. 
 
D58/19 REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
(a) Outside Bodies 
 

The Clerk referred to the Parish Council’s involvement in meetings linked to the 
“More Than Viable” project which had been running in the locality and reported that 
he had attended a meeting in the Town Hall, Durham when a film about Eldon Lane 
and Eldon and the impact of Category D designation on local communities linked to 
the project had been shown. One of the key outcomes from the project was a 
proposal for the formation of a Community Trust to cover the Dene Valley area which 
would be able to access funding for projects in local communities. 
 
The Clerk reported that a recent meeting of the Travellers Forum had been cancelled 
and that local Councils had also been notified about the time limited closure of the 
Dene Valley Temporary Stopover Traveller site for removal of waste dumped on the 
site including the carcass of a dead horse  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the report about the proposed Dene Valley Community Trust be noted and 
the Council agree in principle to be involved in any Trust subject to more detailed 
consideration of any proposals which might come forward. 

 

2. That the Parish Council representatives seek information at the next meeting of 
the Traveller Forum about the costs incurred in the cleanup of the Dene Valley 
Temporary Stopover site.  

 
(b) County Councillors 
 

An update was provided. 
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D59/19  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Reference was made to recent and forthcoming events at the Centre. The Secretary 
of the Partnership advised that she had been approached by Mr Bell, Executor of Mr 
Peacock’s Estate, who advised that a bequest of 50% of the proceeds from the sale 
of Mr. Peacock’s home and contents had been made to the Partnership. She had 
been asked to accompany Mr Bell to inspect the house contents, together with a 
representative from the One Stop Shop in Eldon Lane which was to benefit from the 
remaining 50% of the proceeds. 
 
The Clerk reported that Shildon Town Council had now undertaken weed killing in the 
verges within the Community Centre. The Partnership had refunded the cost less 
VAT to the Parish Council. Reference was made to the continuing problem with 
weeds within the paving stones in the community centre car park. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the report be noted. 
 
D60/19 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP 
ISSUES  
 

The Clerk reported that he had recently spoken with the BASH AAP Co-ordinator 
about the request of the ECP in relation to a replacement cooker for the Community 
Centre Kitchen. A similar replacement had been identified by the Partnership 
following an extensive trawl of provider websites from ao at a cost of £840 including 
VAT but there would also be installation and removal costs. There was an option for 
the Parish Council to fund the cooker from the earmarked budget provision for 
energy efficiency and other related works in the Council’s budget, but the Clerk had 
also discussed with the AAP Co-ordinator whether a grant might be available from 
the County Councillors Neighbourhood budget(s) and had been advised that this 
would require the support of the local member(s). It was also advised that the cooker 
extractor hood in the kitchen would need to be either repaired or replaced. 
 
Reference was also made to the second-hand drinks chiller in the bar area which 
was becoming unreliable and might benefit from an updated more energy efficient 
replacement. The Clerk advised that if this was part of the energy efficiency 
improvements at the Community Centre and the Partnership came forward with a 
proposal and costings, this might be considered for funding from the earmarked 
provision in the Parish Council’s budget. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

1. That, in the absence of any funding being available from the AAP, the 
replacement of the cooker and replacement/or repair of the hood be funded from 
the Council’s earmarked budget provision for ECP works. 

 
2. That the Partnership put forward proposals for a new chiller to the Council, 

subject to the energy efficiency savings criteria being met. 
 
D61/19  GARDEN COMPETITION 
 
The Clerk reported that the winners of the 2019 garden competition were as follows: 
 
Best Flower Garden. Mr & Mrs J Allison, Pasture Row. 
Best Kept Garden.  Dawn Stapleton and Michael Donnelly, New Row. 
Best New/Improved Garden. Mr & Mrs Hutchinson, Pasture Row. 
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Best Vegetable Garden. Mr & Mrs A L Clayton, Eldon Bank. 
 
The winners had been presented with their prizes and certificates immediately prior 
to the Parish Council meeting. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the details of the winners be noted. 
 
D62/19 ELDON FUN DAY/VILLAGE FETE 
 
The Clerk reported that Mr Twister’s booking for 4th July 2020 had now been 
confirmed at a fee of £200 for 3 hours and a payment of £50 was necessary from that 
amount to retain the artiste. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the payment of £50 be approved. 
 
D63/19  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 

The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 
 

a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (for copy see minutes) 
b) CDALC AGM – Saturday 12th October 2019 
c) Request for funding for a local youth to visit Ghana on a mission trip 
d) Details of Property Maintenance Service (Plumbing/Heating) based in Chilton 
e) Letter from Citizens Advice County Durham – thanking Council for donation 
f) Robin Road Social Media Platform for Councils 
g) Durham Community Action Autumn Training Brochure 
h) Durham Energy Institute – Symposium 25th September 
i) NHS Durham Dales, Easington and Sedgefield Clinical Commissioning Group – 

“What to do if you are unwell” 
j) Shildon Town Council Mayor’s Charity Evening 30th November 
k) Brain Tumour Walk of Hope 28th September – Poster 
l) Website – DCC Training on WordPress and Accessibility 25th September 
m) Corporate Membership of the Friends of Darlington and Stockton Railway 
n) DCC Overview and Scrutiny Annual Report 
o) County Durham Partnership Consultation: Council Tax on Long Term Empty 

Homes. 
p) Durham County Council Consultation on Climate Change. 
q) Stockton and Darlington Railway 194th Anniversary Dinner. 
r) Email from LIVIN about garage site opposite Pasture Row. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the correspondence be noted. 
2. That, in relation to the request for a donation to a local youth who was to visit 

Ghana to undertake charity works, the Council make a donation of £50. 
3. That the Clerk represent and vote if necessary on behalf of the Parish Council at 

the CDALC AGM in October. 
4. That the Parish Council take up corporate membership of the Friends of the 

Darlington and Stockton Railway. 
5. That the Clerk be authorised to attend the Accessibility and Website Training on 

25th September. 
6. That the Parish Council notes and welcomes the County Council’s proposals in 

relation to council tax on long term empty homes.  
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7. That the Parish Council welcomes the approach of the County Council on climate 

change and the Declaration by DCC of a climate emergency. 
8. That the Parish Council be represented at the Stockton and Darlington Railway 

Anniversary Dinner. 
9. That the Clerk be authorised to meet with a representative from LIVIN to discuss 

issues linked to possible disposal of the garage site opposite Pasture Row. 
 
D64/19  PARISH PLAN 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D65/19 APPLICATION FOR GRANT 
 
An application for grant was received from Eldon Community Partnership towards the 
forthcoming Halloween Disco, Eldon Old People’s Christmas Dinner and the Young 
People’s Christmas Disco. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That a grant of £375 be made, being £125 for each of the three events 
 
D66/19  GRANT TO ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP FOR ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS 
 
The Clerk reported that the works to lighting in the community centre, funded by the 
Parish Council from earmarked budget expenditure, had now been completed. 
During the installation it had been necessary to make amendments requiring 
additional units at a cost of £252 including VAT and, given the urgency of the matter 
and whilst the contractors were on site, the Chairman had agreed to the extra cost. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the additional cost of £252 be authorised and the actions of the Clerk in 
consultation with the Chairman be approved and confirmed. 
 
D67/19 ENVIRONMENTAL AND LAND ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
The Council considered the following issues: 
 
(a) DCC Playground Update 
 

The Clerk reported that following discussions with Mr Alderson from DCC it was 
hoped that works would be commenced in the playground in the next few weeks. 
 
(b) Hedges in Eldon 
 

The Clerk reported that a number of hedges in Eldon had been cut by the County 
Council. 
 
(c) Gate Repairs and hedge cutting on Parish Council Land 
 

The Clerk advised that he had contacted the Council’s usual contractor for quotes 
and was awaiting a response. 
 
(d) Fires in Litter Bins 
 

The Clerk advised that the damaged litter bins adjacent to the footway on land to the 
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rear of the Community Centre had now been reported to the County Council. It was 
hoped that the bins would soon be replaced. 
 
(e) Damage to Parish Council Notice board and proposed replacement Board 
 

It was reported that the Parish Council notice board had been damaged by an 
unknown vehicle reversing into it. The Clerk was authorised to investigate alternative 
replacement notice boards.  
 
(f) Youth Shelter – Replacements for Perspex panels 
 

The Clerk advised that he had written to a supplier in relation to a replacement 
perforated steel panel for the damaged Perspex pane which had been removed from 
the Youth Shelter by the Council, but had not yet received a response. 
 
(g) Damaged Street Lighting Column 
 

Reference was made to a damaged street lighting column on land opposite the 
MUGA. The Clerk advised that this would be reported to DCC. 
 
(h) Lamp on Lighting Column in Community Centre Grounds 
 

The Chairman referred to the lamp at the rear of the Community Centre in the car 
park which was no longer working. The Clerk said he would obtain an estimate for 
the work from the contractor for consideration by the Community Partnership. 
 
D68/19  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
  
D69/19  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting is to be held on 26th November 2019.  
 
D70/19  SCHEDULE OF VOUCHERS/INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 

A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and confirmed/approved.  
 
D71/19  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 

Information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2019 to date was 
considered together with details of petty cash expenditure and the bank reconciliation. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 


