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ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Community Centre             Tuesday   Time:  7.00 p.m. 
Eldon                     30th July 2019 
 
Present:  
 

Councillors John Gibson, Paul Henry, Diane Pennington, Graham Scott and Toni 
Wallace. 
 
County Councillors Garry Huntington and Shirley Quinn. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
Keith Scott (Durham County Council) and members of Eldon Banner Group. 
 

D28/19  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Stephens. 
 

D29/19  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Councillors Gibson, Pennington and Wallace declared interests in relation to Agenda 
Items 8 and 14 (Eldon Community Partnership issues and grant for Community 
Centre Energy Efficiency) for which dispensations to speak and vote had previously 
been granted. 
 
D30/19  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no applications for dispensations. 
 
D31/19  MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the annual meeting held on 28th May 2019 were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D32/19 ELDON BANNER GROUP   
 

The members of Eldon Banner Group thanked the Parish Council for its financial 
contribution towards attendance at the 2019 Miners’ Gala. The Group wished to build 
on the arrangements and hopefully to attend the Gala in 2020 by holding a series of 
fund raising events over the coming year at the Community Centre and also to seek 
further support from the Council for 2020. It was proposed that the first fund-raising 
event would be held in the Community Centre on 7th October. Hopefully, this would 
enable free transport to be provided to the Gala for local people and for a band – 
Cockerton Band had been approached. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council agree in principle to provide financial support for the Banner 
Group’s proposals in 2020, subject to the precise sums being determined nearer the 
date of the event. 
 
D33/19 CRIME AND ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN ELDON 
 

The Council received an update from Keith Scott, Community Safety Officer at 
Durham County Council, about progress in tackling crime and anti-social behaviour  
issues in Eldon.  
 
A recent site inspection with a senior officer from the County Council’s Clean and 
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Green Team had identified a number of issues for action by the County Council 
including removal of remaining fly tipping, cutting of hedges and target hardening of 
gaps in hedges etc., although, given the number of potential access points onto the 
open green areas in the village, totally securing the area was not possible. The 
burning of imported waste at No.10 Office Row was being monitored by the County 
Council and the Environment Agency and a Fixed Penalty Notice had now been 
served on the tenant in relation to the waste issues. The landlords of the property 
and their local agents had also been informed. The County Council’s Community 
Action Team would also be working in Eldon later in the year. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and Mr Scott be thanked for his involvement in tackling the 
issues.  
 
D34/19  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 

There was nothing to report. 
 
D35/19  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
(a) Outside Bodies 
 

The Clerk reported that the Travellers Forum had met to consider issues linked to 
target hardening and the effectiveness of the stop over arrangements for 2019. 
 
The Parish Council had been involved in meetings linked to the “More Than Viable” 
project which was running in the locality over the Summer and a report on the 
outcomes would be presented to a future meeting of the Parish Council.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the report be noted.  
 
(b) County Councillors 
 

The County Councillors reported on a number of issues considered by the County 
Council including: 
 

 A new Customer Relationship Management System 

 Publicity linked to the County Cricket Team 

 The Brass and Lumiere Events 

 New industrial development and road improvements at Tursdale 

 Twinning Arrangements 

 Declaration of a Climate Emergency 

 Youth Justice Plan 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the report be noted. 
 
D36/19  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Reference was made to recent and forthcoming events at the Centre including 
birthday parties and the Cobweb Orchestra. The annual village fete had been very 
successful and had raised £654. 
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D37/19 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP 
ISSUES  
 

There was nothing to report. 
 
D38/19  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 

The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 
 

(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (for copy see file of minutes). 
(b) Invite from Mayor of Shildon to Locomotion Flying Scotsman Event. 
(c) Recovery of Costs of Vandalism and Offering of Rewards (CDALC). 
(d) County Durham Plan – Submission of Plan by DCC to Secretary of State. 
(e) Letter from local resident about youth shelter and children’s playground. 
(f) Playground Repairs. 
(g) Budget Planning. 
 
In relation to the recovery of costs of vandalism and offering of rewards at (c) above, 
the Clerk reported that CDALC and NALC had now provided advice on these issues. 
It had been confirmed that where vandalism had been carried out by young people 
and evidence was available, civil proceedings could be instituted against 
parents/carers, but that, given the complexities and costs involved, this should only 
be considered as a last resort. In relation to the offering of rewards (as in the case of 
the recent theft of gates owned by the Parish Council at Eldon), this was permissible 
under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972. 
 
As regards item (e) above, the Clerk reported that he had responded to an email 
from a local resident about safety issues following further vandalism and damage to a 
Perspex sheet in the Youth Shelter and the poor condition of the Children’s 
Playground, by advising the resident that the Playground was the responsibility of the 
County Council and in relation to the Youth Shelter arrangements were being made 
with the County Council (following consultation with the Chairman of the Parish 
Council) for the damaged panel to be removed and made good. 
 
In relation to the Children’s Playground Repairs at (f) above, for which the Parish 
Council had offered the County Council a contribution of £3,000, an assurance had 
been received from the County Council that works were planned to begin before the 
school holidays, although it was disappointing that, to date, no works had begun. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the correspondence be noted. 
2. That, in relation to the proposed Children’s Playground Works and offer of a 

contribution from the Parish Council, the County Council be advised that if the 
works are not commenced within a reasonable timescale, the offer of grant will be 
withdrawn. 

 
D39/19  ELDON FUN DAY AND GARDEN COMPETITION 2019 
 

The Council considered the outcomes of the Village Fun Day/Fete and Garden 
Competition (the final judging of which was to be considered at the conclusion of the  
meeting). It was suggested that the Children’s entertainer, Mr Twister, should be 
approached early and booked for the 2020 Fun Day. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Eldon Village Fun Day/Fete be held on Saturday 4th July 2020 and 
judging for the Garden Competition be held on 19th July 2020. 

2. That a booking of the Children’s entertainer, Mr Twister, be made for the 2020 
Fun Day/Fete. 
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D40/19 ENVIRONMENTAL AND LAND ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
The Council considered the following issues: 
 
(a) Damage to Youth Shelter 
 

The Clerk reported that, following the damage to a Perspex panel in the Youth 
Shelter, he had arranged with the County Council (following consultation with the 
Chairman) for the removal of the damaged panel and making good of the shelter. 
There were other possible solutions to replacing the Perspex with perforated steel 
sheets. Councillor Scott advised that he may have a contact who could undertake 
this type of work. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions of the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, to ask the County 
Council to removed the damaged Youth Shelter Panel and make good the shelter, be 
confirmed and the expenditure approved and the possibility of perforated painted 
steel panels as replacements be investigated. 
 

(b) Damage to Village Sign 
 

The Clerk reported that the Eldon Village sign in the highway verge, approaching the 
village from the direction of Middridge/Newton Aycliffe had been damaged and 
reported to the County Council. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the matter be noted 
 

(c) Theft of Gates 
 

The Clerk referred to the recent theft of the kissing gate and adjacent steel gate in 
the hedge line across the Parish Council owned land. The matter had been reported 
to the police who had investigated, but had been unable to determine who had 
carried out the theft. It was suggested that the small metal field gate be replaced with 
a strong wooden gate, which was less likely to be stolen and that the kissing gate be 
replaced, but that the Council’s contractor be asked to consider whether any 
improvements can be made in the fixings to make theft more difficult. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk be authorised to approach MH fencing and Gates for costs and to 
agree these if necessary in relation to timescales in consultation with the Chairman of 
the Council. 
 

(d) Grazing Tenancy 
 

The Clerk reported that the existing tenant in relation to the grazing for the land lying 
to the west of Pasture Row wished to continue his tenancy for a further year. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the tenancy be renewed for a further year on the existing terms and conditions 
at a fee of £150 per annum. 
 
41/19  AUDIT AND ANNUAL RETURN FOR 2018-19 
 
The Clerk reported that following the conclusion of annual audit and submission of 
the return for 2018-19, the relevant statutory notices in relation to local electors’ 
rights to submit queries to the external auditors had been posted on the Parish 
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Council’s website and on the Parish Notice Board. At that point, no such references 
had been made. 
 
42/19  GRANT TO ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP FOR ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS 
 
The Clerk referred to the previous resolution of the Parish Council to provide grants 
to the Eldon Community Partnership for energy efficiency improvements at Eldon 
Community Centre. Three quotations had been obtained in relation to the works in 
the sums of £1950, £2380, and £3634.90 (all plus VAT) which had been previously 
considered by the Eldon Community Partnership. The Partnership was 
recommending that the contract be awarded to Company B 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That LED Supply and Fit Ltd undertake the works at a cost of £2,380 plus VAT in 
line with the Eldon Community Partnership recommendation; to be funded in 
accordance with the earmarked budget/grant previously agreed by the Parish 
Council. 

2. Authority be given for the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman and 
Partnership, to agree any additional unforeseen reasonable costs which might 
arise during the works. 

3. Authority be given for any additional works necessary upon completion of the 
installation for making good and redecoration of the ceiling/walls within the overall 
sums earmarked in the Parish Council grant. 

 
D43/19 BUDGET PLANNING 2020-21 
 

The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had received a letter from the County 
Council advising that the final figures for the 2020-21 budget would not be known for 
some time, but the current projections were that the tax base for Eldon would reduce 
from 92.5 to 90.2 properties, a reduction of 2.3 properties. However, increases in the 
LCTRS Grant would result in an overall net increase of £123.40 in income. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
D44/19  PARISH PLAN 
 
There was nothing to report 
 
D45/19  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
  
D46/19  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting is to be held on 24th September 2019.  
 
D47/19  SCHEDULE OF VOUCHERS/INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 

A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and confirmed/approved.  
 
D48/19  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 

Information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2019 to date was 
considered together with details of petty cash expenditure and the bank reconciliation. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 


