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ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Community Centre            Tuesday   Time:  7.15 p.m. 
Eldon      25th September 2018 
 
Present:  
 

Councillors John Gibson, Paul Henry, Diane Pennington, Graham Scott and Toni 
Wallace. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

County Councillor Quinn. 
 
 
D45/18  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors Nicholson and 
Stephens. 
 

D46/18  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington declared interests in relation to Agenda Items 16 
and 17 and Councillor Wallace in relation to Item 16 for which dispensations to speak 
and vote had previously been sought and given. 
 
D47/18  MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 31st July 2018 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D48/18  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no applications for dispensations. 
 
D49/18 AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
 
The Council received a presentation from Mr I Darling of Kier explaining the role of 
the Company in supporting the development of affordable housing in local 
communities across the north east. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted and Mr Darling be thanked for his attendance at the 
meeting. 
 
D50/18  POLICE LIAISON 
 

The Clerk reported that estimates for the repairs to the youth shelter and bus shelter 
had now been received from Durham County Council.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Durham County Council be asked to undertake the work and a contribution 
towards the final repair costs of the youth shelter, when known, be sought from the 
parents of the young person responsible for the damage.  
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D51/18  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 

There were no questions. 
 
D52/18  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

Councillor Quinn reported on the County Council’s arrangements for commemoration 
of the Armistice Centenary; and to the cuts in Education funding and the impact this 
was having on teacher levels in schools. Consideration was also being given to the 
site for the new County Council Headquarters. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the issues be noted.  
 
D53/18  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Reference was made to forthcoming events at the Centre including a coffee evening, 
Halloween event and an 18th birthday party.   
 
D54/18 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP 
ISSUES  
 
Councillor Quinn referred to an upcoming AAP event which would discuss 
safeguarding issues and child poverty. 
 
D55/18 ANNUAL RETURN AND AUDIT FOR 2017-18 
 
The Clerk reminded the Council about the changes which had been made to the 
previously submitted return and its re-submission as a Part 2 return (for copy see 
file of minutes), which had been approved by the internal auditor. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the revised return as previously approved be noted. 
 
D56/18  GARDEN COMPETITION 2018 
 
The Parish Council formally noted the winners of the 2018 garden competition who 
had received their awards prior to the Parish Council meeting. 
 
D57/18  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 

 

(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (copy attached). 
(b) Clerk’s Training Session 25th September 
(c) Scam Mail – Letter/poster from Royal Mail 
(d) Low Cost Laptops 
(e) Woodland Management – Durham County Council 
(f) CDALC Annual General Meeting 
(g) Shildon Town Council Mayor’s Charity Event – Email 
(h) New arrangements for reclaiming VAT – Letter from HMRC 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the correspondence be noted. 
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2. The arrangements for provision of low cost computers from Durham County 

Council be investigated. 
3. The Clerk be authorised to represent the Parish Council at the CDALC AGM. 
 
D58/18  “THERE BUT NOT THERE” - PERSPEX SILHOUTTES 
 
The Clerk advised that grant for the ten silhouettes had been approved by the Armed 
Forces Covenant Fund Trust and they had now been received. It would be necessary 
to arrange an event in line with the bid submitted at the Community Centre. St Mark’s 
Church had indicated that they wished to use the silhouettes at an event on 9th 
November and on Remembrance Sunday on 11th November.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That arrangements be made for a commemoration event on Saturday 10th 
November 2018 at Eldon Community Centre to involve music/singing, an 
exhibition, reading of poems/letters and refreshments. 

2. A minimum budget of £500 be set for the above event. 
3. The Clerk be authorised in consultation with the Chairman to make the necessary 

arrangements 
4. The silhouettes be made available for the events at St Mark’s Church. 
 
D59/18  PARISH PLAN 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D60/18 APPLICATION FOR GRANT 
 
The Council considered an application from Eldon Community Partnership for a grant 
of £300 of which £150 was for the annual Halloween Event and the remaining £150 
for the annual Christmas Party for older residents of Eldon. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the grant of £300 be approved. 
 
D61/18 LAND AT ELDON 
 
The Clerk reported that both tenancies appeared to be operating normally.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and the tenancy agreement for west of Pasture Row be 
signed. 
 
D62/18 LAND AT ELDON 
 
(a) Playground – Meeting with Officer from Durham County Council 
 

The Clerk referred to a recent meeting with the playground officer Mr Alderson from 
Durham County Council which had been attended by Councillor Pennington and 
himself in line with the previous discussion at Council regarding a grant towards 
repairs/maintenance works. 
 
During the meeting the run-down condition of the County Council playground had 
been discussed together with the damaged adjoining seat. The officer had indicated 
that the playground equipment could be repainted and some minor works undertaken 
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together with repairs to the seat and the County Council would seek to match fund 
any works. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That, in line with the previous discussion at Council about this issue and the 
budgetary provision made, a grant of £3,000 be offered to the County Council 
towards the maintenance and repairs to the playground and adjoining area. 
 
(b) Overgrown Hedges Adjoining Office Row and Pasture Row 
 

The Clerk advised that he now been able to make contact with Mr Scrope’s 
successor at Eldon Estates and had raised with her the previously reported 
overgrown hedges. He had been assured that the tenant would be contacted to 
rectify this matter. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
(c) Land Issues Opposite New Row 
 

The Clerk referred to the recent issues about changes to land use opposite New Row, 
including removal of garages. The residents affected who had contacted the Council 
had been advised that the garage and related issues were a civil matter, but the 
Parish Council had asked the County Council as Planning Authority to investigate the 
issues concerning new development on the site and this was ongoing. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and the actions of the Parish Council in relation to the 
planning issues be confirmed. 
 
(d) Fly tipping at 25 Office Row 
 

The Clerk advised that following a report to DCC about flytipping at 25 Office Row, 
the materials had now been removed. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
(e) Waste and related issues at 8 South Row 
 

The Council noted an email from Councillor Quinn about the removal of waste from 8 
South Row. 
 
(f) Flowerbed Maintenance at Eldon Gateway 
 

The Clerk reported that he had now received a response from the County Council 
about the flowerbed maintenance contract with DCC. The County Council had 
indicated that the flowerbeds were visited 8 times per year between March and 
October when the beds were edged and weeded. The Clerk advised that the weeds 
(Thistle and Rosebay Willowherb) which had prompted the initial email to DCC were 
well established at the time the original report was submitted. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
 
 



5 

 

 
 
 
(g) Goats 
 
The Clerk reported that a complaint had been received from a member of the public 
about goats which were being kept in a local garden in Eldon. The resident had been 
advised to report the matter to the County Council which was the responsible 
authority. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
(h) Former Brickworks Site 
 

It was reported that there still appeared to be some vehicle movements in and out of 
the site. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the issue be reported to the Environment Agency. 
 
D63/18  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
  
D64/18  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 27th November 2018 at 
7.00 p.m.  
 
D65/18  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 

A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and confirmed/approved. 
 
D66/18  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 

Information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2018 to date was 
considered together with details of petty cash expenditure and the bank reconciliation. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 


