
ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Eldon Community Centre       Tuesday    Time 7.00 p.m. 
Eldon               25th July 2017 
 
Present: 
 
Councillor John Gibson in the Chair 
 

Councillors Diane Pennington, Paul Henry, Graham Scott and Toni Wallace. 
 

County Councillor Henry Nicholson. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
D31/17  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors Shirley Quinn and Brian 
Stephens. 
 
D32/17  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson, Pennington and Wallace declared interests in relation to Item 8 on the 
agenda for which dispensations to speak and vote had previously been approved by the 
Council. 
 
D33/17  MINUTES 
 
The minutes of meeting held on 15th June 2017 were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
D34/17  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION 
 
There were no applications for dispensation. 
 
D35/17  POLICE LIAISON 
 
The Clerk reported the receipt of an email from PC Steve Brown advising that, following a 
directive from senior officers, the police would no longer be able to attend meetings of the 
Parish Council or provide specific statistics, it being considered that the PACT was the most 
appropriate venue to receive information and discuss policing issues. PC Brown had made 
the point however, that if there were specific issues the police needed to be made aware of 
they would still respond locally if required.   
 
D36/17  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC 
 
The Chairman welcomed Mr P Wiley, a resident of Shildon, to the meeting. Mr Wiley had 
written to the Parish Council previously about issues concerning public rights of way and fly-
tipping in Eldon and adjoining parishes. Mr Wiley then outlined the issues he had raised in 
his previous letter which had been circulated to Parish Councillors. 
 
The Clerk explained that the majority of issues raised by Mr Wiley in relation to rights of way 
were either the responsibility of the County Council or of landowners. As far as rights of way 
in Eldon were concerned, the Parish Council had recently carried out improvement works on 
its own land. Mr Wiley’s comments had been passed to the County Council and one of the 
public rights of way officers, Mr Crinnion, had advised that he would be investigating the 
issues in the letter in the coming weeks in order to discuss the matter with Mr Wiley. As 
regards fly-tipping, the Clerk advised that where this occurred in the vicinity, such as in the  
 



 
 
Black Boy Plantation in the past, the Parish Council reported such issues to the County 
Council which was the responsible body and that such issues could be reported online. Mr 
Wiley thanked the Parish Council for hearing his concerns and advised that he would keep 
the Council up to date with progress. 
 
Reference was made to issues with damaged/missing fencing adjacent to the Black Boy 
Plantation and the Clerk advised that he would report this to the County Council as 
landowners. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the issues be noted 
 
D37/17  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
(a) Outside Bodies/Meetings 

 

The Clerk referred to the arrangements for a forthcoming meeting of the South Durham 
Residents, Business and Travellers Forum on 7th August. 
 
(b) County Councillors 
 

Councillor Nicholson referred to the budget setting process for 2018-19 which the County 
Council was about to embark upon. Significant savings needed to be made and it seemed 
inevitable that front line services would be cut as a result.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the issues be noted.  
 
D38/17  APPLICATION FOR GRANT 
 

The Clerk reported that an application for grant had been received from Eldon Community 
Partnership relating to lighting works that had been carried out in the Centre car park and on 
the adjoining gateway area for the Parish Council. A grant of £661.80 was being sought 
towards the costs of new lanterns in the car park. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the grant be approved 
 
D39/17  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Diane Pennington reported that the accounts had now been received back from the 
Partnership’s auditors. Following the recent death of Brenda Peacock, who had been 
involved in the establishment and running of the Partnership and Community Centre in its 
early days, a substantial cash bequest had been made to the Partnership. It was proposed 
that some of this be used for internal works in the Centre, but consideration was also being 
given to some memorial for Brenda in the locality, possibly a seat on the Gateway.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D40/17 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP ISSUES  
 
Councillor Nicholson reported that the AAP Board had now been refreshed and that County 
Councillor Rob Yorke would be Chairman for the coming year. He also outlined the 
arrangements for grant applications for projects to the AAP. 
 



 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D41/17  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 

 

(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (copy attached) 
(b) Pensions auto-enrolment – completion of declaration of compliance 
(c) Citizens Advice Durham – letter of thanks for donation 
(d) Consultation by DCC on Open Space, Play and Outdoor Recreation 
(e) Medium Term Financial Plan and 2018-19 Budget Setting 
 
As regards (d) above, the Clerk reported that the survey from the County simply sought to 
record the current provision within the Parish and any gaps or requirements for additional 
provision. In relation to (e) above, the Clerk advised that a projected increase in the tax base 
and amended LCTRS grant would result in a £211.49 increase income on a standstill 
budget. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the correspondence be noted. 
2. The Clerk respond to the open space consultation on behalf of the Council. 
3. The projected budget position be taken into consideration when the Council sets the 

budget for 2018-19 in January next year. 
 
D42/17  CONSULTATIONS BY CDALC  
 
The Clerk referred to consultations by the County Durham Association of Local Councils 
about: 
 

(a) Proposed revised Charter between Local Councils and Durham County Council 
(b) Future Funding for the CDALC Secretariat. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That, in relation to the proposed Charter, the Parish Council welcomes a refreshed 
Charter. The draft includes a reference to Parish Plans being deleted – it is considered 
the reference to such Plans in the Charter should remain as Eldon still has a Parish Plan 
which has actions remaining. 

 

When the Charter is refreshed, contact details for liaison officers at DCC should be 
provided anew to Parish Councils. Whilst new ways of contacting/reporting issues to 
DCC have been improved with the online arrangements, there are still difficulties in 
contacting relevant officers directly where there is a need for clarification, or the reporting 
system shows an issue still outstanding without any reasons. The Charter could consider 
this issue. 

 

Once the Charter is agreed, it might also be helpful if the County Council considered 
whether there is benefit in undertaking some internal work on raising the profile and role 
of Town and Parish Councils amongst its officers.  

 

2. In relation to the proposed revised funding arrangements for the CDALC Secretariat to 
be achieved initially through the use of reserves, the Parish Council supports the 
proposal. 

 
D43/17  RECOMMENDATION FROM CDALC ABOUT REVISED CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
The Council considered a report of the Clerk (for copy see file of minutes) about a revised  
 



 
 
Code of Conduct which was being suggested by CDALC following discussions with the 
County Council’s Monitoring Officer and included a new offence of disrepute. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the revised Code as set out in the report be adopted and arrangements be made for 
advertising the same in the locality.  
 
D44/17  ANNUAL VILLAGE FETE AND GARDEN COMPETITION 2017 AND 2018 
 

The Clerk reported on the recently held village fete and the forthcoming garden competition 
and sought guidance on the dates for the fete in 2018. The children’s entertainer and face 
painter were suggested for re-engagement for the 2018 village fete. If the event was to be 
held on the same Saturday in 2018 – 14th July – it would clash with the Durham Miner’s Gala 
and it was therefore suggested that the event either be held on 7th or 21st July 2018. The 
garden competition judging usually took place one week after the fete on a Sunday. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the children’s entertainer and face-painter be canvassed as to their availability on either 
of the two suggested dates, following which the Council will set a date for 2018. 
 
D45/17 ENVIRONMENTAL AND LAND ISSUES IN ELDON 
 

The Council considered the following issues: 

(a) Fly tipping in Tree Belt opposite Office Row 
 

There had been a number of recent instances of fly tipping in this locality which had been 
reported to the County Council. A request had been submitted for CCTV to be installed at 
this locality. 
 
(b) Skip Hire Business at Viridis Site, former Eldon Brickworks 
 

The County Council had been contacted about the adverts for a skip hire company to run 
from the former Brickworks site and had advised that this was within the terms of the 
planning permission. Reference was made to operating noise from the site outside the terms 
of the planning permission. 
 
(c) Close House, Temporary Road Closure 27th July 2017 
 

The Parish Council had been advised of a one day closure near the crossroads to enable 
sewer works to be undertaken. 
 
(d) Other Environmental Issues 
 

Reference was made to the overgrown state of gardens in some of the Rows in Eldon and 
whether action could be taken by the County Council to tidy up these areas. 
  
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk contact the County Council for views in relation the issues at (b) and (d) 
above. 
 
D46/17  NEWSLETTER 
 
The Clerk advised that the Newsletter had recently been sent to all residents within Eldon 
and, following consultation with the Chairman, once again Lifestyle Printing of St Helen 
Auckland had been engaged to undertake the printing and distribution. 
 
 
 



 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions of the Clerk in engaging Lifestyle Printing to undertake the work be 
confirmed and approval given for the expenditure incurred. 
 
D47/17  PARISH PLAN 
 

There was nothing to report. 
 
D48/17  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
  
D49/17  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 26th September 2017 at 7.00 p.m.  
 
 
In relation to the following issues, the Clerk reported that following discussions with the 
Chairman, it was suggested that revised arrangements for the publication and consideration 
of the financial data of the Council be implemented and a report would be brought to a future 
meeting of the Council. 
 
D50/17  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 

A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and APPROVED (for copy see file 
of minutes). 
 
D51/17  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 

Information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2017 to date was considered 
together with details of petty cash expenditure and the bank reconciliation (for copies see file 
of minutes). 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 


