
ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Eldon Community Centre       Tuesday    Time 7.00 p.m. 
Eldon               28th March 2017 
 
Present: 
 
Councillor John Gibson in the Chair 
 

Councillors Diane Pennington, Paul Henry and Toni Wallace. 
 

County Councillor Henry Nicholson. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
D123/16  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Graham Scott (work commitments) 
and County Councillors Trish Pemberton and Brian Stephens. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor Scott’s apology be approved. 
 
D124/16  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson, Pennington and Wallace declared interests in relation to Items 8 and 19 
on the agenda, and Councillors Gibson and Pennington in relation to Item 17 on the agenda, 
in relation to which dispensations to speak and vote had previously been approved by the 
Council. 
 
D125/16  MINUTES 
 
The minutes of meeting held on 31st January 2017 were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
D126/16  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION 
 
There were no applications for dispensation. 
 
D127/16  POLICE LIAISON 
 
There was no representation by the police.   
 
D128/16  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC 
 
There were no questions. 
 
D129/16  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
(a) Outside Bodies/Meetings 

 

The Clerk referred to the arrangements for a forthcoming meeting of the South Durham 
Residents, Business and Travellers Forum on 3rd April. 
 
(b) County Councillors 
 

Councillor Nicholson referred to the purdah period in advance of the local government 
elections which would commence on 23rd April.  



 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the issues be noted.  
 
D130/16  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Reference was made to the problems with one of the lights in the Community Centre Car 
Park which had been shot at with an airgun and was no longer working. The Clerk advised 
that this matter was listed later on the agenda. 
 
D131/16 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP ISSUES  
 
Councillor Nicholson reported that the AAP was looking to recruit new public representatives 
to the Board in the near future. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D132/16  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 

 

(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (copy attached) 
(b) Death of Lord Eldon 
 
The Clerk advised that, he had been advised by Mr Scrope of Lord Eldon’s recent death 
and, following consultation with the Chairman, had written a letter of condolence to Lord 
Eldon’s son and successor to the Title. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the correspondence be noted and the actions of the Clerk be confirmed. 
 
D133/16  FENCING, LITTER CLEARANCE AND WASTE REMOVAL  
 
The Clerk advised that because the moratorium on hedge cutting had commenced on 1st 
March, the hedge adjoining the Parish Council land which had previously been registered 
would now have to take place after 1st October 2017. 
 
A quotation had been received from MH Fencing and Gates Ltd for fencing and gating works 
in the sum of £1230 and another from JJ Property Maintenance in the sum of £1010 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the contract for the works be awarded to JJ Property Maintenance subject to the 
production of evidence of public liability insurance. 
 
D134/16  RENEWAL OF ANNUAL CONTRACT FOR MAINTENANCE OF FLOWERBEDS 
 
The Clerk referred to the annual contract for the maintenance of flowerbeds at the Gateway 
which would fall due on 1st April 2017.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the contract be renewed subject to reasonable cost.  
 
D135/16  ELECTIONS 
 
The Clerk reported on the election arrangements for May 2017 and of the need for 
nominations to be submitted to the County Council by 4th April 20127. 
 



D136/16  RENEWAL OF INSURANCE 
 
The Clerk referred to the previous delegation given to him in consultation with the Chairman 
to renew the Parish Council insurance for 2017-18. Three quotes had been provided by 
Came & Co. Ltd., the Parish Council’s Brokers, of which the lowest was from Hiscox in the 
sum of £415.14 which provided enhanced cover from that of Aviva. Following consultation 
with the Chairman a three year tie-in had been entered into with Hiscox at a cost, for the first 
year, of £415.14. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the actions of the Clerk be confirmed. 
 
D137/16  PARISH PLAN 
 

There was nothing to report. 
 
D138/16  ELDON FUN DAY AND ELDON GARDEN COMPETITION 
 

The Clerk referred to the need to fix dates for the Fun Day and the Garden Competition 
judging. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the fun day be held on Saturday 15th July 2017 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
2. That garden competition judging be on Sunday 30th July 2017 commencing at 9.30 a.m. 
 
D139/16  LAND AT ELDON 
 

(a) Tenancy Issues 
 

The Clerk reported that that the tenant of the allotments site had indicated his willingness to 
enter into an agreement for an additional year on the same basis as previously. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the tenancy be renewed on the same terms and conditions for 2017-18, subject to 
completion of a tenancy agreement. 
 
(b) Inquiry about Renting Land 
 

The Clerk reported that a letter had been received from Julie Farlow of 22 Office Row, 
seeking permission to use the recently fenced field at Eldon for grazing by one horse. 
 
The Clerk explained that there were still issues to be resolved with the County Council about 
any vehicular access to the field. There had also been a previous expression of interest in 
land by a resident of Shildon in 2013 which the Parish Council had held on file. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the letter from Ms Farlow be held on file, pending the resolution of the access issues to 
the field, following which the Parish Council would consider all applications previously made. 
 
D140/16  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 

(a) Tipping of household waste onto highway south of Eldon Crossroads 
 

The Clerk reported on a recent incident when household waste had been tipped from two 
wheelie bins onto Eldon Bank immediately south of the crossroads. The persons involved  
 
were complaining about the failure of the County Council to empty their bins that day. The 
matter was being investigated. 
 
(b) Accident at Eldon Crossroads 



 

 
The Clerk reported a recent accident at Eldon crossroads when a vehicle travelling down the 
bank from Coundon had failed to stop and had collided with another vehicle. 
 
(c) Other Environmental Issues. 
 

Members of the Parish Council made reference to the number of dogs roaming loose in the 
village and around the village green area. There was also a need for a dog bin near the 
entrance to the Black Boy Plantation. 
 
Reference was also made to the burning of rubbish on the bonfire site which, it was alleged, 
was carried out by a local resident. The Clerk agreed to investigate. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the dogs issues be reported to the County Council. 
 
D141/16  LIGHTING ISSUES 
 

The Clerk referred to the issue previously reported about the damaged light in the 
Community Centre Car Park. He advised that he had spoken to the County Council and also 
a private contractor, JSC Electric Limited from Stockton about the car park lights on behalf of 
the Partnership as well as the solar powered lights at the Gateway, for which the Parish 
Council was responsible, one of which was only operating intermittently. In relation to the car 
park lights, there might be some benefit in the order being placed by the Parish Council on a 
recharge basis to the Partnership, as this would save on VAT. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Clerk, be delegated, in consultation with the Chairman of the Council and the Eldon 
Community Partnership to assess any quotations and place the necessary orders for repairs. 
 
D142/16  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
  
D143/16  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 16th May 2017 at 7.00 p.m. This 
date is earlier than usual because of the elections in 2017. 
 
D144/16  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 
D145/16  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 

A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and APPROVED (for copy see file 
of minutes). 
 
D146/16  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 

Information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2016 to date was considered 
together with details of petty cash expenditure and the bank reconciliation (for copies see file 
of minutes). 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 


