
ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Eldon Community Centre      Tuesday    Time 7.00 p.m. 
Eldon             31st March 2015 
 
Present: 
 
Councillor John Gibson in the Chair 
 
Councillors Shawn Anderson, Diane Pennington and Rose Scaife. 
 
Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk. 
 
County Councillor Patricia Pemberton. 
 
Tonia Wallace – Co-optee elect. 
 
 
D119/14  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors Henry Nicholson and Brian 
Stephens and PC Steve Brown. 
 
D120/14  CASUAL VACANCY – CO-OPTION OF NEW MEMBER 
 
The Clerk referred to the casual vacancy on the Council. Following the resolution of the 
Council at the last meeting to fill the vacancy by co-option as soon as possible, the Clerk 
advised that following consultation with the Chairman, Ms. Toni Wallace had been identified 
for the position. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Ms Toni Wallace be appointed to fill the vacancy. 
 
Ms Wallace then signed the declaration of acceptance of office form. 
 
D121/14  DISPENSATION 
 
The Clerk reported that in relation to the co-option of Ms Wallace, a dispensation had been 
sought by her, as a member of Eldon Community Partnership, to speak and vote on 
business relating to the Partnership on the basis that without the dispensation the number of 
persons prohibited from participating in any particular business would be so great a 
proportion of the body transacting the business as to impede the transaction of that 
business. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the dispensation be granted for the remainder of the term of office of Councillor 
Wallace. 
 
D122/14  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
There were no disclosures of interests, dispensations already having been previously agreed 
by the Council in relation to certain members about matters appertaining to grazing land and 
to Eldon Community Partnership elsewhere on the agenda. 
 
 
 



 
D123/14  MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 27th January 2015 were confirmed as a correct record 
and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D124/14  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC 
 
No questions had been submitted by members of the public. 
 
D125/14  POLICE LIAISON 
 
The Clerk reported an email from PC Steve Brown apologising for non-attendance and 
giving the following details of the following incidents of crime in the locality since the last 
meeting of the Council: 
 

 13/02/15 – Assault on South Row, male arrested and charged. 

 19/03/15 – Criminal damage to vehicle windows on Front Row – no witnesses. 

 20/03/15 – Gas meter stolen from empty property at rear of 2 South Row. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That PC Brown be thanked for the information and the statistics be noted. 
 
D126/14  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
Councillor Pemberton referred to the reductions in Children’s Centres, including the Centre 
at Shildon. However, services would continue to be delivered in other venues, including 
Newton Aycliffe. 
 
Councillor Pemberton also referred to a letter submitted by her, as Chair of the Friends of 
the S&D Railway, to the Parish Council about the bicentenary in 2025 of the Stockton and 
Darlington Railway.  
 
Planning had already begun on for the anniversary with a view to improved conservation and 
access to the line and the possible submission of a joint bid for World Heritage Site status in 
time for the anniversary celebrations ten years hence. 
 
To begin the process a series of free events was planned beginning on 16th June, with a 
railway walk, culminating in a one day conference for interested parties on 17th June, 
followed by a conference dinner at Redworth Hall. It was very much hoped that the Parish 
Council would be able to be represented at the events. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the Parish Council welcomes the initiative and the Clerk be delegated in consultation 
with the Chairman to make arrangements for Parish Council representation at the events 
 
D127/14  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Reference was made to Cobweb orchestra re-booking of the hall and to bookings by a local 
juvenile jazz band for practice sessions. There had been some issues about a forthcoming 
booking for a table top event which had caused the Partnership to amend its current booking 
conditions. 
 
The Clerk advised that, following previous discussions at meetings of the Partnership and 
Parish Council, he had now obtained details of the licences required to operate a film club in 
 



the Community Centre. The cost of a public video screening licence for up to 249 people 
would be £93.33 plus VAT. There were a number of conditions in relation to issues such as 
not charging for entrance (although refreshments could be sold); not advertising the film 
performances externally, and purchasing/hiring dvd’s from commercial retail providers and 
from the approved lists of films. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D128/14 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP ISSUES  
 
Councillor Pemberton advised that there had been no applications for funding due to purdah 
in the run up to the general election. 
 
D129/14 CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 

 
(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (amended - for copy see file). 
(b) Parish Paths Partnership Funding. 
(c) Government Devolution of powers to the Regions – Consultation 
(d) Workplace Pensions New Legal Duty to enrol Employees in Pension Scheme 
(e) Transparency Code for Local Councils 
(f) Durham County Brass Band Association – Request for funding 
(g) Annual Audit arrangements  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

(i) That the correspondence be noted 
(ii) That, in relation to the request from the Durham County Brass Band Association for a 

donation, no grant be made this year. 
(iii) That the requirements of the Transparency Code be implemented. 
 
D130/14  PARISH PLAN 
 
The Clerk referred to the need, because of the Council’s balances, to consider what 
expenditure was to be earmarked for actions against the Parish Plan. He would circulate 
copies of the Plan to members with a view to a discussion on this issue at a future meeting 
of the Council. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
D131/14  FATALITY AT ELDON CROSSROADS 
 
The Clerk reported that, following the last meeting of the Council, he had attended a meeting 
with the local County Councillors and officers from the County Council about measures to be 
taken to improve road safety at Eldon crossroads. The officers had given an undertaking that 
an Accident Improvement Scheme would be prepared for this locality for the new financial 
year and details were expected to be consulted upon in April or May. 
 
In response to a question about the petition which had been circulating following the 
accident, members were unaware of what had happened to the petition. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the position be noted. 
 
 



132/14  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
The Council received information about the following: 
 
(a) Repairs/refurbishment of damaged seats and bus shelter by County Durham Youth 

Offending Service 
(b) Dog Fouling on north side of crossroads 
(c) Fly tipping in tree line at perimeter of registered village green opposite Office Row. 
(d) Quad bikes etc being driven on Village Green to rear of Community Centre. 
 
These issues had been reported, where appropriate to either the County Council or the 
police. 
 

It was reported that there were potholes in the road at the southern end of Office Row. The 
Clerk agreed to report this to the County Council. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
133/14  NOMINATIONS FOR THE COUNTY COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S MEDAL AND FOR 
THE ROYAL GARDEN PARTY 
 
The Clerk reported that the Parish Council’s nominations for the Chairman’s Medal and also 
the Royal Garden Party had, sadly, been unsuccessful. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
 
134/14  ST. MARK’S CHURCHYARD 
 
The Clerk reported that he had received an email from the churchwarden about the latest 
position on the closed churchyard. The Parish Council had been advised that monies had 
now been obtained by the Parochial Church Council to undertake works. However, it 
appeared there were still some outstanding issues to resolve with the County Council before 
it took over responsibility for maintenance of the closed churchyard, including grass cutting. 
 
The Clerk outlined the advice previously received from the National Association about the 
requirements sought to be imposed by the County Council before it assumed responsibility, 
which seemed to run counter to the legislative requirements. The Church had asked whether 
the Parish Council might consider funding another grass cut as there had one short in 2015 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That no contribution be made, as the Parish Council’s view is that the County Council should 
have assumed responsibility for the closed churchyard in 2014, following the Parish 
Council’s decision not to assume maintenance responsibility and there is no budgetary 
provision in the Parish Council’s budget for 2015-16 for such works. 
 
135/14  TENANCIES OPF COUNCIL OWNED LAND 
 
(a) Former Allotments Site 
 
The Clerk reported that, following the last meeting of the Council, he had written to the 
current tenant offering him the tenancy for 2015-16 on the same basis as last year. The 
tenant had agreed to take up the tenancy, but had asked that a remission of £150 off the 
£270 annual rent be made in accordance with the original agreement as he had now 
undertaken the necessary fencing works.  
 
 



RESOLVED: 
 
That the tenancy be renewed for 2015-16 on the existing terms and conditions at a cost of 
£120, being £270, less the remission of £150 in the 2015-16 year only. 
 
(b) Newly Registered Land to West of Pasture Rows 
 
The Clerk advised that, following the last meeting of the Council, he had inspected the site 
with the applicant’s father to discuss fencing etc. arrangements. A site inspection had also 
taken place with a representative from the Rights of Way Team at Durham County Council to 
discuss the proposals to ensure that rights of way crossing and adjoining the site could be 
protected and that the rights of the public to use the defined routes would not be affected. 
Details were now awaited from the County Council about stiles etc.  
 
The site inspection had also revealed that there was a triangular area of land to the south of 
the Parish Council’s Title, running up to the ditch line, which was in the County Council’s 
ownership. In practical terms it seemed sensible to include this within the proposed tenancy, 
but discussions would need to take place with the County Council about whether this land 
could be leased to or purchased by the Parish Council. The rights of way officer had advised 
that he ask the Assets Team at County Hall to contact the Parish Council to resolve this 
issue. 
 
Councillor Anderson said that he had received reports of obstructions of rights of way on the 
site and would check out the position. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the outstanding issues about rights of way and the County Council’s land be resolved 
before any further negotiations are undertaken with the applicant about a tenancy. 
 
136/14  REGISTRATION OF LAND TO THE WEST OF PASTURE ROWS 
 
The Clerk advised that Land Registry forms TP1 had now been received from the County 
Council in relation to the transfer of land west of Pasture Rows to the Parish Council and 
these had been signed by the Chairman and Councillor Pennington and returned to the 
County Council. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the signing of the forms be confirmed. 
 
137/14  PARISH COUNCIL INSURANCE 2015-16 
 
The Clerk reported that the Parish Council’s insurance for 2015-16 had been renewed. The 
only change was a removal of cover in relation to libel and slander by Councillors about each 
other. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted. 
 
138/14  RENEWAL OF GATEWAY FLOWERBEDS CONTRACT 2015-16 
 
The Clerk reported that notice had been received from the County Council about the fees for 
the Gateway Flowerbeds maintenance contract in 2015-16 which were £352.26. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the contract be renewed for 2015-16 at a cost of £352.26. 
 
 



 
D139/14  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 
The potholes on LIVIN owned land in front of the garages west of Pasture Rows were raised. 
The Clerk said he would contact Councillor Stephens to see whether he could progress the 
issues. 
  
D140/14  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting, consisting of annual and ordinary meetings of the Council will be held on 
Tuesday 26th May 2015 at 6.30 p.m. and will be preceded by the Annual meeting of Electors 
at 6.15 p.m. 
 
D141/14  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting because of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 
D14214  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 
A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and APPROVED (for copy see file 
of minutes). 
 
D143/14 INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 
Schedules showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2014 to date were considered 
together with details of petty cash expenditure (for copies see file of minutes). 
 
A bank reconciliation showing balances on the current account and 30 day notice savings 
account was also considered (for copy see file of minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 
      


