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ELDON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Community Centre            Thursday   Time:  7.00 p.m. 
Eldon          31st May 2018 
 
Present:  
 

Councillors John Gibson, Paul Henry, Diane Pennington, Graham Scott and Toni 
Wallace. 
 

Tom Bolton – Parish Clerk 
 

County Councillor Henry Nicholson. 
 
 
D01/18  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE 2018/19 MUNICIPAL YEAR 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor John Gibson be elected as Chairman of the Parish Council for the 
2018/19 Municipal Year. Councillor Gibson then signed the Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office. 
 

Councillor John Gibson in the Chair 
 
D02/18  ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR THE 2018/19 MUNICIPAL YEAR   
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That Councillor Paul Henry be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for the 
2018/19 Municipal Year. 
 
D03/18  APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors Quinn and Stephens. 
 

D04/18  DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington declared interests in relation to Agenda Items 13 
and 17 and Councillor Wallace in relation to Item 13 for which dispensations to speak 
and vote had previously been sought and given. 
 
D05/18  APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no applications for dispensations. 
 
D06/18  MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 27th March 2018 were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
D07/18  APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES 2018/19 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council represent the Parish 
Council on the Bishop Auckland and Shildon Local Councils Committee and 
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the Clerk also be authorised to attend. 
2. That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council represent the Parish 

Council on the Bishop Auckland and Shildon Area Action Partnership Forum 
and/or its Task and Finish Groups where appropriate. 

3. That Councillor Wallace represent the Parish Council on the Police and Crime 
Commissioner Community Panel and the Clerk also be authorised to attend in 
Councillor Wallace’s absence. 

4. That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and/or the Clerk be authorised to 
attend the CDALC Smaller Local Councils Forum. 

5. That Councillor Scott or another representative from the Parish Council 
attends meetings of SCYPAN. 

6. That Councillor Diane Pennington and/or the Clerk represent the Parish 
Council at meetings of the Southern Area Residents and Travellers Forum 

 
D08/18  FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That for the 2018/19 Municipal Year, meetings of the Parish Council be held at 
7.00 p.m. on the following dates in those months in which meetings are usually 
held, as follows: 

 

Tuesday 31 July 2018 
Tuesday 25 September 2018 
Tuesday 27 November 2018 
Tuesday 15 January 2019 
Tuesday 26 March 2019 
Tuesday 28 May 2019 plus Annual Meeting for Parishioners to precede it at 6.45 
p.m. 

 

2. That other meetings be arranged as and when necessary. 
 
D09/18  DATE OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING FOR 2019 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Annual Parish Meeting for Parishioners for 2019 be held on Tuesday 28th 
May 2019 at 6.45 p.m. prior to the Annual meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
D10/18  POLICE LIAISON 
 

There was no representation by the police. Councillor Nicholson referred to the 
recent changes in policing for the area whereby Shildon (and Eldon) only had a half-
time sergeant. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Parish Council write to the Police, Victim and Crime Commissioner 
expressing its concerns.  
 
D11/18  QUESTIONS – TO DEAL WITH ANY ISSUES RAISED BY MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC 
 

There were no questions. 
 

D12/18  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES OR FROM 
COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 

(a) Outside Bodies/Meetings 
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The Clerk referred to the arrangements which were being put in place by the County 
Council for Temporary Stopover sites for Gypsies and Travellers at Westerton and 
adjacent to the A688 and Bishop Auckland Football Stadium.  
 
(b) County Councillors 
 

Councillor Nicholson referred to the recent election of Councillor John Lethbridge as 
Chairman of the County Council and Katy Corrigan as Vice-Chair. The annual round 
of budget meetings was about to commence and the County Council continued to be 
under financial pressure in the delivery of services with difficult decisions that would 
have to be made. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

That the issues be noted.  
 
D13/18  ELDON COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
Reference was made to recent events at the Centre, including a Surprise Birthday 
Party for the Chairman of the Parish Council, together with other events. 
Consideration was being given by the Partnership to the possibility of a monthly disco 
as a recent event had proved very profitable in terms of bar sales and would boost 
the finances of the Partnership.   
 
D14/18 BISHOP AUCKLAND AND SHILDON AREA ACTION PARTNERSHIP 
ISSUES  
 
Councillor Nicholson referred to the recent appointment of a new chair of the AAP 
and 2 new public representatives. Funding was available for young people’s issues. 
 
D15/18  CORRESPONDENCE/DOCUMENTS RECEIVED 
 
The Parish Council considered the following correspondence/documents: 

 

(a) Schedule of correspondence from CDALC (copy attached) 
(b) Renewal of Gateway Contract with DCC 
(c) Request from a resident of Shildon to put a question about rights of way issues. 

 

The Clerk advised that he had contacted Shildon Town Council to ascertain if there 
was any interest in undertaking the flowerbeds maintenance at the Gateway, but he 
had not received any response and the County Council offer of £362.90 plus VAT for 
2018-19 was therefore recommended. 
 
The request by a Shildon resident to attend the meeting to ask a question about 
public rights of way had been discussed with the Chairman and given the amount of 
business at the Annual Meeting, he had been asked to attend the next meeting of the 
Council in July. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

1. That the correspondence be noted and the actions of the Clerk be confirmed. 
2. A contract for flowerbed maintenance at the Gateway be entered into for a further 

year at the sum set out above.. 
 
D16/18  ELDON VILLAGE FETE AND GARDEN COMPETITION 
 
The Clerk advised that the fairground rides, children’s entertainer and face painter 
were all booked for the Fete and were the same as in 2017. 
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 RESOLVED: 
 

That the position be noted and a Parish Council newsletter be issued to local 
residents in advance of the events. 
 
D17/18  LAND AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES IN ELDON 
 
(a) Burning of Rubbish at Property in Eldon 
 

It was reported that waste, including plastic drainpipes was being imported and burnt 
in the garden at No. 10 Office Row.  
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the matter be reported to the County Council.. 
 
(b) Land Opposite Community Centre – Black Boy Plantation Lake 
 

It was reported that the level of the lake still appeared to be high. The Clerk advised 
that he had previously reported this to the County Council, but would do so again. 
 
Councillors Gibson and Pennington declared an interest in relation to the following 
item for which dispensations to speak and vote had previously been granted. 
 
(c) Tenancy of Land at Eldon 
 

Further to the report at the last meeting, the Clerk reported that the tenant of the 
former allotments site had now renewed his tenancy from 1st April 2018 for a further 
year on the previous terms and conditions. 
 
The Clerk further reported that the tenancy of the site west of Pasture Row would 
shortly come up for renewal and asked whether the Council wished to offer to renew 
the tenancy to the sitting tenancy for a further year. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the position regarding the former allotment site be noted and authority be given 
for an offer to the existing tenant and completion of the necessary documentation to 
renew the tenancy for a further year on the existing terms and conditions.  
 
(d) Former Brickworks Site 
 

The Clerk advised that he still not had any contact from Viridis as promised by the 
Environment Agency about the position regarding activities on the site. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Environment Agency be asked to expedite the matter. 
 
D18/18  PARISH PLAN 
 
There was nothing to report. 
 
D19/18  RISK ASSESSMENT   
 
The Council considered the annual report of the Clerk about risk assessment (for 
copy see file of Minutes). 
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RESOLVED: 
 

That the recommendations in the report and the risk strategy for the coming year be 
approved. 
 
D20/18  AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS 2017-18 
 
The Council considered and discussed the Annual Accounts and Annual Return as 
approved by the internal auditor (for copy see file of Minutes). 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the Internal Auditor report be noted and received and the (1) Annual 
Governance Statement and (2) Accounting Statements, be approved for signature by 
the Clerk/Chairman and submission to the Council's External Auditor and (3) that the 
accounts for 2017-18 be approved. 
 
D21/18  GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS 
 
The Clerk reported that the Regulations had come into force on 25th May 2018. There 
had been a last minute amendment to the Bill by the Government which now meant 
that Parish Councils did not have to appoint at Data Protection Officer. Lockable 
storage had now been acquired by the Clerk, but he was still investigating suitable 
encryption software. He had asked the County Council to confirm that the website 
hosted by the County Council was GDPR compliant but was still awaiting a response. 
The website now contained details of the regulations, privacy notices etc. 
 
D22/18  QUESTIONS FOR THE CLERK OR CHAIRMAN 
 

There were no questions. 
  
D23/18  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 31st July 2018 at 7.00 p.m.  
 
D24/18  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES FOR PAYMENT 
 

A schedule of invoices for payment to date was circulated and confirmed/approved. 
 
D25/18  INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
 

Information showing income and expenditure from 1st April 2018 to date was 
considered together with details of petty cash expenditure and the bank reconciliation. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

That the information be noted. 


